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tiongR, and to secure the assistanc-e which the
lir,-ioIK; Government espeetit to obtain
when the schemie was, nndei taken. in reply
to the member for Williaius-Xarro~rin (Mr,
Doneyl let tue sIH. tha t the reduction iof in-
terest to 41A 1per cent, will cover practwslly
all the adi antes. to soldier settlers. I do not
know that It (an discvuss IDr. Teakle', report.
There are wvonderfuld crops 'uaowitij at ILake
('amin tlii.s year, mid there were last year;
aind f d~are'av patches of salt will be dis-
cover-ed iii that country jtist as the ' have
lit en iii the wheat belt. In somne ease,4 years
(lulksld befre the salt showed itself suffi-

eitly to destroy the crops; for several
yasthe c-rops weegood, although small

piitehies of salt were found. I do ot think
that Dr. Teakle's report is grenerally tinder-
-stood correctl ' . I do not think lie made such
a g-eneral Vonidemination of the counitry as is

s~lpSdin many quarters. I am a fra id(
that if he had conec here Pears ago, hie would
Ihave Iprobably declared] the whole of our
airricultural lands too salt to g row crops.

Hfon. If. F. Trory: Dr. Teale's advice is
valuable.

The PREMIE14R: I agree. I trust lion.
iimnibers will realise that so far as the Gov-
eriunent can hielp the farmers, the Govern-
ient will help; but I ani afraid it is fi-
p'ossible to tin mu11ch without funds.

Itern-OGencral aag'er, and Managing
T cm-tee Agrie tltuoral Banuk, £C1,500:

Mr. SLE EMAN: I understand that this
is a most able and valuable officer, but as we
hear so intnch about e'pialit-v of sacrifice mny
attention is aroused by the fact that he is
.4.111 on the samte sallar y while everyone else
in the department hats beven reduced.

The Mini'-ter for Lands: lie is affected by
1 lii Financial Enuorgenerv Act. You will see
that that is allowed fo~r uniderneaith, lie has
bee n reduced by '221/2 per cent., while others

Inrheen redinced inl lesser proportions.
Mfr. RI.EEMIAN: Bu3tt lie i-. receviviing, the
~ao -a a " as lst year.

The IheMier: iet will livve a redaction, I
;u-ure the lion. member.

Mr, I,EEMIAN_: I am -qwakilg oly fromn
thev aspec-t of equality of sciie

Itemt- Tis:tectors a ppoiunted hry 'fiia-te

under Agricultural Kank Act, £40.42?:

.1r. ('ONERLEY: l,ast year the Agric~ul-
tural Batnk had 71 inspectors. The nombher

has now risen to 96, an inerease otf 25. What
is the reaton for the increase?

Tihe PR1ETIER : Grouip settlement his
been 1)astcd over to the Agriuiltiiral Bank,
as the lion. nmember knows.

Vote put and pas-ed.

Progress reported.

BILLr-LICENSING ACT AMENDMENT
(No. 4).

Seconar Reading.

Debate resumed fr'ont the lirevitius day.

MR. MARSHALL (Matrchison) 110.11: 1
secured the adjournment of the debate inj
order diat T might .,crutinise the measure.
f (hail see nothing objectionable in it. it
contains a small amendment that will. coni-

'eilt Very few aid will apply to one or two
dabs only. The alteration to the law will
not have any general applivation.

Q nestioii pat nid passed.

Bill read a second time.

in Committee, etc.

Bill passed through Conimittee without
debate, reported without amiendnient and the
report adopted.

-House adjourned 10.4 p.ni.

9ieoielatfve Eesemb~p,
7ThinrsdoY, 1.3th Ovtober, 1931.
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The- SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.3G
p.m., and read prayers.
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QUESTION-STATE GARDENS
BOARD,

Mr. SLEEMAN asked the Premier: 1,
Who constitute the State Gardens Board?
2, Do they control Point Walter? 3, Were
they responsible for the removal of the road
from the campers' reserve at Point Walterq
4, Who was responsible for carting it hack;
what amount of mioney was, expended in
the removal and carting back of the road?
5, If the State Gardens Board were not re-
sponsible for this waste of public money,
who waF responsible?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Messrs. L. E.
Shapeott and] C. G. Morris. 2, Yes. 3,' No
rad was removed. 4 and 5, Answered by
No. 3.

Mr. Sleemian: I myself saw the -road beingt
carted back again.

ASSENT TO BILL.

Message from the Administrator received
and read, notify- ing assent to the Supply
Bill (No. 2), £960,000.

HOUSE STAFF DESIGNATIONS,

My. SPEAKER: I wish to announce that
I have decided to make an alteration in the
designation of certain officers of the staff
of this House. For nmnny years past we
have had a Chief Messeniger and an assist-
ant to that officer, Henceforth the desig-
nation of those officers will be Clerk of
Records and Accounts, and Assistant Clerk
of Records. These new designations will
remove the impression in the minds of the
uninitiated that those officers perform mes-
senger duties rather than clerical.

BILLS (3)-THIRD READING.

1, Reserves (No. 2).

2, Roads Closure (No. 2).

3, Licensing Act Amendment (No. 4).
Transmitted to the Council.

ANNUIAL ESTIMATES, 1931-32.

In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the previous day; Mr.
Richardson in the Chair.

Department of Minister for Lands and
Immigration (H1on. C, G. Lathamn, Minis-
ter).

rote--LandsR and Surveys, £55,272:

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
C. G. Latham-York) [4.40]: In submit-
ting the Estimates to the Cornmittee, I am
sorry we are not able to do so unider far bet-
ter conditions than obtain this year. There iA
very little in the Estimates which is differ-
ent from the Estimates of any other year,
the only difference being a reduction amount-
ing to, roughly, £10,000. During the year,
I regret to say, the activities of the de-
partment have fallen off considerably, due
partly to the economic position, and almost
wtholly to the fact that settlement in the
agricultural areas has been stopped. Con-
siderable activity has been shown in the
southern portions of the State, where it
seems almost impossible to satisfy the de-
mand for land. But there also the difficul-
ties of the economic position are pro-
nounced, inasmnuch as very few of those
applying for land have money with which
tn develop it. In many instances they have
not even their deposit, which is provided
for by the law of the land. So while we
still have quite a lot of land for sale, I
regret to say that this year we have been
unable to dispose of it. There has been
considerable activity in the South-West
along the prolposed route of the railway
from Cranbrook to Boyap Brook. Th~e
whole of the area of alienated land there
has been classified. The report is in my
hands at present, but I am unable to give
the Committee any information about it, for
I have not yet had the opportuitiy to go into,
it. However.. I do know that it says there
is a very great area of land, far in excess
of what the settlers will be able to use for
ninny -years to come. Until some adjust-
ment of the -areas is made, I am af-raid we
shall not he able to justifv the building of
the proposed railway.

Mr. Withers: What is the proposed area
of the new blocks;?

The MI'NISTER FOR LANDS: As I
have said, we hove not yet been able to go
into it,

Mr, J. H. Smith:- How much of the land
is alienated?'

The 'MINISTER FOR LANDS: Along
the route of the line there is very little
land that is not alienated. Mostly it has
kcen alienated for many years, and a good
deal of it is held in fee simple. Certainl$
we have asked the settlers to put a price
on the land. Some of the prices submitted
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are reatonable, but some are excessive, jndg-
ing byv the superficial answers I have had.

Ron. W. D. Johnson: The price of the
poor land is reasonable, while that of the
good land is excessive?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It all de-
pends on the improvements. In respect of
some of the blocks, the settlers are anxious
to get out because of the liabilities they are
carrying. During the year we have placed
a few people on the land on the lines sug-
gested by some of the members who have
already spoken to the general discussion
on the Estimates. At Nornalup, prior to
the introduction of last years Estimates,
it was expected to put on 100 settlers.
However, only 81 have been allotted
holdings, and for the moment it is not con-
sidered advisable to go any farther. In
April of this year we opened up the Nannup
settlement under the same conditions, except
that the 47 settlers there know the locality
very well and are on sustenance, married
men with families getting £E2 per -week. In
the Busselton area a settlement was estab-
lished in May. There we have 30 settlers
on deserted group settlement holdings. We
are paying them only sustenance. If they
were not on those blocks they would be ob-
taining sustenance in some of the towns.
In many instances their sustenance allow-
ance is supplemented by the produce from
their gardens. There is a probability that
those settlers may prove even better than
some of the original settlers on those hold-
ings. Certainly some of them are -more in-
dustrious than their predecessors.

Hon. X4. F. Tray: From sheer necessity.
The MINISTER FOR LANDiS: That is

so. The bon. member last bight gave a
very good illustration of what had been
done in the early dlay& of settlement, and
I believe we still have the same degree of
responsibility in our settlers to-day.

Hon. M. F. Troy: But those locations
aire all of poor quality.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: In some
instances they are not. Of course they -have
not all been taken away from the previous
holders, some of whom have left since the
revaluations were made. It is beneficial to
the State to have someone in charge of those
properties. A reg-rettable fact is that, im-
mediately a holding is; abandoned, people
consider they arc at liberty to remove por-
tions of the buildings, fencing and other

things. Where we have people in charge,
they are assisting us to maintain the securi-
ties. At Albany at the beginning of last
month we placed 19 settlers.

Mr. Wansbrongh: I hops you will con-
tinue the scheme, too.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: We are
trying out a new class of land that hitherto
has been rather discouraging. We have
selected the best portion of it, and the type
of men we have placed there will give us an
opportunity to judge of the capabilities of
the land. The same conditions apply to the
Albany settlement as elsewhere. We have
taken men on sustenance from the locality
and to date they are proving satisfactory.
I am hopeful that they will continue to do
satisfactory work. Albany presents an ad-
vantage in having a butter factory. The
blocks are within 20 miles of the town and
are served by existing roads. Consequently,
the outlay usually entailed to provide facili-
ties for new settlements will not be incurred.
As to supervision, we do not instruct the
men, who are left to -work entirely on their
own initiative. We have a supervisor -who
is available to direct any man desiring ad-
vice. We have asked those settlers to carry
out improvements on the best of the land.
I do not say that the blocks are 100 per cent.
first class, hut they contain sufficient good
land to enable those people to make a living.
We are providing each of the settlers with
about 60 sheets of iron with which to build
a shack. Each man has to do his own build-
ing. We have given each sufficient iron to
make a tank, and have provided a stove and
various other small items. We have supplied
wire netting and superphosphate to en-
courage them to undertake gardening. We
advise them first of all to clear a piece of
laud and grow their own vegetables. Most
of those settlers have done a considerable-
amount of work. A little while ago tho
"Western Mail' published an illusfration
of wbat one settler had done at a cost Pt
V25. I do not wish that to be advertised as
possible for everybody to do. He was an
exceptional man, who applied himself to the
work. Anyhow, the results justify the ac-
tion of the Government in settling those
in there. Settlers who stick to their
holdings will be given a Crown grant, tlhe
same as other settlers in the south-western
part of the State. During this sessioin I.
propose to ask Parliament for authority to
grant the settlers an area in excess of 160
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acres of freehold, just as the a-Minister
for Lauds (lid for the group settlers.

Hon. 3,N F. Troy: That is, a gift of the
land, not improvements.

The -MINISTER FOR LANDS: A gift
of the land only. All the money paid to
,settlers by way of sustenance will be a
charge against the land. Consequently, I1
hope we shall build up security there. It is
far better to have men working on the land
than to have them in the towns drawing sus-
tenance, I wish we were in a position to
extend such settlements, but we cannot do a
great deal in that direction at the present
time. IUfortunately, we have not sufflicnt
money available to lay out a scheme and to
ensure being able to make a definite ad-
vance from month to month. As we have to
depend entirely upon the money obtained
from the Commonwealth Bank, it is impos-
sible to provide the funds necessary for all
the settlements we should like to start,
Nearer the city considerable investigation
has been made respecting small areas sueh
as several members have suggested. I0f
has been suggested that men should be
placed on blocks to engage iii vegetable
growing and pig and poultry raising. Re-
garding vegetables, the market is over-
supplied. People engaged in vegetable pro-
duction. are getting practically nothing hy
way of return. The other day a grower
showed me his returns for two lots of
cabbages sent to Perth, and the total
amount h le received after paying ex-
penses was lad. I wish to warn members
that it is possible to overdo produc-
tion of that kind. The metropolitan area
and other centres do not offer suffici~ent
markets for all that is being produced.

Mr. -T_ 1. Mann interjected.
The _1MNITE FOR LANDS: I do not

say it is not done to a limited extent. It
may he done ait Merredin to supply the gold-
fields mnarkets. The fact is that the spend-
ing power' of the people hos fallen and many
people are growing- vegetables for their own
requirements. A while ago nearly every
farmer was sending to Perth for his vege-
tables, but that state of affairs has been
altered because necessity has driven most
people to provide for themselves. I warn
membhers that if they believe a solution of
our difliculties lies in placing men on small
areas adjiacent to the city and expecting them
to market sufficient produce to mai-
tain themselves, there will be a rude

awakening. There may be more scope
in poultry raising. This depends en-
tirely on the overseas market, be-
cause the local market is certainly over-sup-
plied with poultry products. But for the
opportunity to export eggs, I would have
grave doubt of the future of the poultry in-
dlustry. Reverting to the country settlements,
I cannot detail the whole of the work done
at Nornalup settlement but it has advanced
considerably. On some blocks 50 acres have
been partially cleared and have been sown,
and the crops are looking well. The follow-
ing details of the settlements are interest-

Settletuent-When
started.

Nornlup-Sept., 1930
Naiinup-April, 1931
Albany-Scpt., 1931
lBusseltca-Mfay, 1031

No. of Expen di-
Settlers. tue.

* 47 2,977

.19 516
30 907

Obviously, there has not been that extrava-
gant expenditure to which we have been ac-
nustonied in the south-west portion of the
State. In view of information having
reached the department that good pastoral
land existed in the Warburton Ranges and
of applications having been made by cer-
lain individuals for pastoral leases there, the
Giovernmnent decided to send out a survey
party to investigate the possibility of open-
ing up the area. It has been the custom for
individuals to spy out the land for them-
selves, and then set about monopolising all
the water supplies. To prevent that, we
sent out a survey party under Mr. Surveyor
Paine, who is expected to retun to Perth
in the course of A few days. His assistant
has already returned, but I have not had
an opportunity to discuss the matter with
him. Accompanying the surveyors was an
officer of the Mines Department, who went
to secure geological information and investi-
gate the possibility of obtaining water. I
understand that all advance report from
him. states that a fairly big auriferoas belt
exists. Whet her the country will be worth
frying, I cannot say; we shall have to await
further reports. We are now using our sur-
veyors to make a close classification of the
land between Mt. Barker and the Frankland
River, where there is a considerable area un-
classified. When that work is completed, the
whole of the south-west portion of the Stats
will have been classified. Let me refeO
briefly to the position of the settlers in what
is known as the 3,500 faris scheme. I quite
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agree with ninlwthr, that probably the set-
tiers know a great deal more of the land
than do scientists. Previous to the member
for M11. M1agnet Mlon. 21. F. Troy) leavingi
ollice, the lh'velopment and "Migration Corn-
mit- ion iisisted upon a scientific investiga-
tiou being niajie of thle soil before wre pro-
ceerkd further with settlement.

liou. 1, P'. Troy: I think we first entered
upon abe scientific investigation and, as a
result of what was discovered, the Commis-
sonl a-ked Lis to go more fully into the mat-
ter.

The 'MINISTER FOR LANDS: I do not
think we need discuss the initial history ofi
it. The investigations started at Salmon
(hinus. I know that a telegram reached the
Commnission in 'Melbourne before the infor-
mation was sent to the Minister. It should
certainly have gone to the Minister firs;t..
When We took office we sent Dr. Tealile out
to make an investization as req-uired by the
Commission.

Hon. M. F. Troy: He wap out long he-
fore you took over.

Thet 'MiNISTER FOR. LANDS: He mnay
have taken a -run through the country* , hut
wre had a inper classification muade. Star-
;'evor Stokc.; was sent with him, and there
Was a camip of six men to do the work.

Mr. Mfillin,xton: 1)i'. Teakle was out longw
before you took office.

lon. .1r. F. Tiny-: Yes, six months, before.
Tilhe MINISTER FOR LANDS: He mar

have takenl o ruln through the area, hut we
did not hanve a rep~ort fromn him. We ar-
ranl-ed writh the Development and 'Migration
Co'iniui-ion for mioney to make the investi-
gal ion, awd Dr. Teakie wvas immediately sent
out. He mayv hare gone out previously and
ispvvled ~I-Anted blocks, and reported ait
file timie.

11r. A3liiingtou: Ie reportedl pretty cx-
hanieirl lind presented his report before
we feit offi~e.

']lTh 'MINISTER FORl LANDS: I canl
-ay , illgiteir that that was not so. Be went
out jiu:.4 Ireviolis to) mny going to Melbourne.

lon. 11. F. Tro.: Hlow can you sayv de-
finlitelyV it w;:,Il ot o when I have a copy' of
hi- replort as1 sulbmlitted to Cablinet?

Mr1. 31 illiungm The report Was, not lpuh-
ihui, it we had it.

The MINISTER1 FOR, LANI)S: A re-
port eoveriig- a clo-,e classification of all
I hat areal

Mr. 31 illinrt on : 'Not all] the airea.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Pro-
bably the lion. member is referring to For-
restanlia.

Hlon. 31. F. Troyv: Thle area from Salmon
GLUMA to Foriestarna.

The 'MINISTERt FOR LANDS: I amn
speaking (if the urea inside the rabbit-proof
fence, where people have been settled, not
to the area that ha . not been settled. flr,
Teakie wvent there and mnade a elo-e classi-
fication of the land. I wi!l not say that he
did not leave some of the blocks unclas sified.
As, a matter of fact, we propose to ask him
to go nIck over certain area,,. lHe went from
LakIes O'Connor and Carmodyv in the north
to Lakes IKing and Paillerup in the south,
and inspected 169 blocks. Of themn 39 were
considered suitable for successful fanning;
113 were considered unsuitable in them-
selves, but under a process of linking up
seine of them, 43 sati-factory holdings, con-
sidered suiitable for developmewnt, were
secured. A total of 125 block,; insipected
were Agricuiltural Bank securities. Another
125 blocks were ilot inspected, for thle reason
that the information obtained on similar
holdings was considered concehisive and it
was not necessary to make a close investi-
gation of them. If the process of linking
np were adlopted, there would still remain
35 blocks in the whole area uinsuitable for
coltivatioa. The idea that the whole area is
unsj uitable is wron. Only in the case of
35 blocks so far woUld it ble unwise to keep
pv rple Lpll them.

Mr. ('orboy : How many blocksz were orig-
inn 1k allowed for?

The MINISTER FUR LAND)S: Alto-
g-ether 109 bloc-k, were ispected.

Mr. Corboy: How maony blocks, will be
l eft?

T]he MNISTER FOR LANDS: Thirty-
nine blocks were considered unitable as, they
are; 113 were eon~idcred suitable for link-
ing up wijth others alnd :35 out of the whole
area were considered unsuitable.

Mr. Corbor: MNore than .50 per cent, of
the settlers have to get off. Les:s than 50
per cent. will be kept onl their farms- comi-
pared with thle original number of settlers.

The MIlNISTER FOR LANDS,,: No. One
hundred and twent v-five blocks were not in-
spected aitd 113 were found to hiesial

for linkine up with oithers.
Mr. Corb or:- That i less than 50 per cent.

uif the total.
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The M1INISTER FOR LAN.DS: Out of
the total number, there are only 35 blocks
that are considered unsuitable.

Mr. Corboy: That is .15 out of 300. WVIork
out your own figures. Less than 50 per
cent. of the settlers will lie able to stay.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: That is
not so.

Hon. --1. F. Troy: That is only' on the
advic of Dr, Teakie. These settlers are
growing crops to-day.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: .Ai'moe
would be foolish to spend other people's
mfoney', let alone his own, inl continuing a
settlement after the scientific adviser had
said that the land would eventually beome
salt. If wre declined to take any notice of
the views expressed by the Professional ad-
viser, and we found country simlilarl to that
at Lake Brown, it would mnean pouring
mon01ey into a district whic-h eventually must
he depopulated. Taking that into considera-
tion, and the long distance these people are
from a railway, I contend it would be wiser
t-) place them on abandoned holdings which
the Agricultural Bank trustees, have on their
ha nds.

Honi. ",1. F. Troy: You propose to move
35 settlers out of the whole lot.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: That
matter has not yet been decided upon. A
proposal has been put up to those who its-
sir'e to leave and take up holdings closer to
a -railway.

Mr. Corboy: Have you taken into con-
sideratioin what they are being offered!

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes.
Mr. Corboy: Are you satisfied?
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I am.
Mr. Corboy: I amn astounded.
The INISTER FOR LANDS: I am not

surprised at that. Inspector Mitchell who
is- out there hias been asked to interview the
settlers and point out the position to them.
Hle is to let them have all the facts of the
case

Hon. S. W. Mfunsie: Hoaw wilt the set-
tlers you leave there get on without trans-
port?7

The M1INISTER FOR LANDS: There
are some farmers, as the member for Mt.
Magnet has said, who have gone out a long
way front a railway. It is not anticipated
that these will earn a living by wheat pro-
duction alone. If we have to move 50 per
cent, of these settlers, there will be sufficient
land left for them to go in extensively for

wonol production. rhere is a large area of
country aind many of the holdings carry
water supplies. It was anticipated that if
the Government had to do this we could link
tip some of the holdings and make them
21 ailable in larger areas than exist to-day.
I think that within this district we can grow
oats. I believe that the man who possesses
sheep is going to do as well for many years
as the wheat producer, and the farmer who
combines the two things will do still better.
It is not expeted that these settlers will I-(
in es.tensively for wheat .Vhea situated so
far from a railway.

Mr. Angelo: Is t here permanient ivater or
(lamn water?

The MIN IST ER FOR LANDS: It is
mostly dam water, but there may be some
wells on the edge of the scrub country. The
v, bole matter depends not only on the qual-
ity of the land, and its freedom from alkali,
but on the prospects of railway facilities
being supplied. At present there is no
prospect of getting any money with which
to build a railway for these settlers. There
are othcr settlers whvo are still 50 miles from
ai railway and they are the people whom we
have to consider. Mr. Stevenson, of the 3fi-
gration and Development Commission, will
bei in Perth to-morrow and it is proposed to
talk the matter over with him. T was
pleased to hear the statement of the member
for Aft Magnet that the Commission had
acquiesced in the placing of settlers out
there. In the past they have repuadiated any
responsibility in the matter. There is a
letter on the file asking uLs to release them
from their obligations. There is no doubt
the Commission (lid nequiesce in) tli, s:ettle-
ment, and indeed were instrumental in the
peoolc going there. 'We arc not prepared to
release them front any obligations they have
towards these settlers. Mr. Stevenson is coin-
ing to Perth -with a view to winding up
mrigratiorr and development agreements. I
hope he will lie prepared to meet us equit-
ably in this matter. I have no desire to pit
my knowled~ge against that of professional
advisers, but I do think that if railway
fecilities were afforded the majority of the
settlers would make a success of their hold-
ings.

Mr. (orboy' : Is Ihere no hope of a rail-
way being put there 9

The 3HXNISTER FOR LANDS: When
Mr. Stevenson arrives this matter' will he
discussed with him. T hope he wvill, on bhalf
of the Commission. be prepared to accept
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their responsibilities in connection with the
whole scheme. The settlement was arranged
under the 34 million pounds agreement that
was entered into between the Commonwealth
and the Imperial Government. This agree-
ment was made to assist the States in plac-
ing settlers on the land. If the Commis-
Sion are not prepared to carry out
their share of the responsibility to
the farmers in this district, they must
assist ns to move them from their blocks
and rehabilitate them on other holdings.
Sonme of' the!4e settlers will no doubt be
pleased to go and we shall be glad to be rid
of them, and some do not want to go. There
are not only migrants, but a number of our,
own people there. There is a very good type
of migrant in this area.

Mr. Corhoy: The majority are Australian
born.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I hope
later on to frnnish members with some in-
formation as a resuilt of the discussion be-
tween the representative of the 'Migration
and Development Commission and the flow-
emninent. So far as we possibly can we will
rehabilitate those who are moved on to other
holdings. I an. now going to deal with the
Estimates of revenue and expenditure. Last
year the expenditure on salaries was £64,306,
and this year the estimate is £C55,172. Th
services of a great many officers have been!
dispensed with. The decrease in expenditure
is £!9,134. In all, 27 officers have been dis-
pensed with during the rear, one died, and$
therre have beeni two new appointments. Four
officers have teen transferred to other de-i
pertinent;, and four items that -were pro-
vided last year were struck out this year.
Three officers were transferred to other de-
lpartmients, aiid two who were provided for,
over a period of two months have been trans-
ferred to other departments. The estimated
revenue 1-ia;t year was £338,000, made up of
Territorial, 0218.000, and departmental.
.C20,000. The actual revenue received was:
(264.371, made up of territorial £6235,441
and depautniertal £28,930. The decrease in
territorial wa's S£M2,559, and the increase ij
departmental was £8,90, the net decrease
being £73,6201. The estimated revenue fort
the current year is £-2455,000, made up of
territorial £235,000 and departmental
£20,000. The territorial estimate this year i
based on last year's receipts, and Depart-
mental at .115,000, end increased by th4
Trea,.urv to (0,0)0. There is no need tci
inform members with regard to the falling

off in revenue. When we prepared our Esti-
niates this time labt year we had 11o idea that
the bottom would dropi out of the wheat mar-
kret and that wool prices would fall so low.
Farmers are unable to meet their rental pay-
lueats, and the same thing holds good withi
regard to liaqoralts. During the presenl
se~sion it is propose~d to bring down a Bill
asking the authority of Parliament to reduce
the rents for pastoral leases. The falling
off in the income of pastomalists has been so
great that urdezit sonic relief is given to
themi many pastoralibbs may fall back into
the hands of the Government.

Hon. A. MeCalnm Are you still imposing
the penalty clauses on pastoralists whvo are
not p~aying?

Thu MINI,\STER FOR LANDS: The bon.
member miust know that if a farmer cannot
pay his interest we have to borrow the money
with which to pay it ourselves.

Hion. A. McCallumi: You do not have to
pay penal interest.

The MINI STER FOR LANDS:- We have
to borrow money to pay the interest that is
not being paid by those who in turn bor-
rowed it. The Treasurer informed members
that a reduction would be made in interest
corresponding with the benefit he received
from the Conversion Act that was passed.
An erroneous idea is held with regard to
penal interest. When we borrow money we
have to make our interest payments half,
yearly. If we lend money and the farmers
arc unable to pany their interest we iii turn
have to borrow money with which to pay
that interest. it cannot he done out
of Consolidated Revenue, particularly when
the whole of the national income has gone.
So that the idea of penal interest is; wrong-.
It is only interest on the mioney the Govern-
ment have toi borrow iii order to pay inter-
est on loan moneys. As regards migration,
last year there were comrplaints about the
nu1mber. of offiers. I thonzrht. that in all
probability we would be able to transfer the
igration officers to the Lands Department,

hut to myv reg-ret I found that the number of
active files andl doc-uments at the time
rendlered it imiposs;ible to obtainl siifficient
spac~e in the ILands Department. We hope
at an early daqte to hp able to effect the trans-
fer, as we shall son )w AhMP to stowV away
r-ecords which at prf.-ent are in coiistant use,
The total expenditure for sailae- las;t year

ws (3.901 : the amonnt iurinid tlii rea
is C2,836, a decrrease of (1.065. This, amount
is decreased 1)v 11niounits tr-ansferred to lon,
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representing £809 less than last year, and
increased by £270 being a saving effected
under the Financial Emergenc 'y Act. The
net decrease in salaries is £526. The services
of five officers were dispensed with, and six
officers were transferred to other depart-
ments, principally to the Child Welfare De-
partment. The total expenditure on con-
tingencies last year was £1,515; this year
only £680 is provided. We are still attempt-
ing to collect some mney in respect of
migration, though we receive very little. The
Commonwealth Government, thinking they
could assist materially in this respect, last
year appointed an officer for that piurpose;
and his appointment has been renewed for
a further period of six months. There has
also been a reduction of expenditure under
the Town Planning- Commission Act, the de-
crease amountirg to £200. 1 desire to inform
the Committee that the Town Planning,
Board are giving their services in an lhon-
orary capacity to the Government; I wish
to show appreciation by mentioning that
fact to the Chamber. During the year
the Farmaers' Debts Adjustment Act was
placed under my administration, the measure
coming into operation iii December, 1980.
So far, I think we can claim, the Act has
worked satisfactorily not only to the fanner
but also to his creditors. When the measure
was introduced here, a good deal of fear was
felt as to what was going to be done with the
farmer and also as to what was going to he
done with his creditors. The measure seemed
to be highly unpopular from both points of
view, but I am pleased to say that it has
served its purpose wvell. The affairs of 344
settlers are being administered under the
Act; and 37 farners, having made a suitable
arrangement with their creditors, have been
released. The Director of Agriculture has
successfully used his personal influence in
bringing about good feeling between credi-
tors and farmers. A considerable increase
is shown in the expenditure under this item,
due to the fact that provision is being made
for a complete Year's operations. because in
all probability when tile harvest is eoinig
forward a good ninny stay orders wvill be
issued under the Act. Time total expenditur
laest year was £1,129, and this year we are
asking for an increase of £1,097. 1 only
hope we shall be able to get through with
that increase, because that would mean that
the farmers were able to make their own
arrangements. It is possible that fresh

[1

legislation may be introduced shortly in ye-
gard to the handling of the harvest. On the
other hand, it is possible that as the result
of the conference which the Minister for
Agriculture is now attending in the East the
Premier many be able to inform the Chamber
that that question has been satisfactorily
solved. I have much pleasure in submitting
my Estimates to bon. members, knowing that
they will treat me kindly in respect of them.
Any further information it is possible for
me to give I shall be only too pleased to
supply.

MR. CORBOY (Yilgarn-Coolgardie)
[5.20]: May I initially assure the Minister
for Lands that any assistance which can be
rendered by me, and equally, I am certain,
by any other member on this side of the
Chamber, will be freely given during the
difficult time the agricultural industry is
passing through. I wish to preface my few,
remarks on this Vote, if I may, with a ref-
erence to the late Mr. Frank Cooke. I
know of no man who took a more active or
a more useful part in the development of
our agricultural industry than did the late
Frank Cooke. His demise has robbed not
only the agricultural industry but Western
Australia itself of a great helper and an
able adviser indeed as regards land settle-
ment in this State. I personally regret
most sincerely the passing of one of the
best friends the man on the land in West-
ern Australia ever had, in the person of
Frank Cooke. I wish to deal briefly with
one or two points that have been raised due-
ing the last 24 hours with regard to land-
setlement. The position of the settlers at
Lake Carmody, Lake King, and so forth
has been frequently mentioned during the
last 24 hours; and I think it only fair that
I should voice an opinion on behalf of the
settlers themselves. I speak somewhat feel-
ingly, because I happen to be one of the
unfortunates who went to the district in
question as a settler. Undoubtedly a most
serious position has arisen, which all the
sop)histry of the a-Minister for Lands wiAh
not put aside, so far as I am concerned-a
position which must be faced. While the
Minister for Lands says that the settlers
went to the district of their own free
will-

The 'Minister for Lands: I dlid not say
that.
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Mr. CORtBOY: I beg pardon; the ex-
Minister for Lands, I should have said. All
the sophistry in the world about the settlers
having gone there of their own free will
must fail to solve the problem that has to
be faced to-day. There can be no question
that many of those settlers went to the dis-
trict guided by the expert advice of the
officers of the Lands Department and the
Agricultural Bank. They invested there all
their private capital, because they were per-
sonally satisfied as to the reliableness of the
opinions which had been expressed by the
departmental officers. And now what hasi
happened? Let me, for the sake of this
discussion, put forvard my own case, and
thus refrain from dragging anyone else intoi
the matter. I took up a block which wa s
classified by the Lands Department offieerq
as 100 per cent, first class. After taking it
up, T submitted an application to the Agri-
cultural Bank for a loan. Before the loan
was granted, the usual procedure was fol-
lowed: an Agricultural Hank inspector
went and algain classified the block. His
classification agreed that the block was 100
per cent, first-class land. Upon this second
classification the Agricultural Bank trustees
consented to make certain advances on the
block. At the end of two years, after the
Agricultural Bank had spent a considerable
sum of money on my block-which is typi-
cal of the whole area-and after I had ex-
pended the whole of my private capital on
the block, the same Agricultural Bank in-
spector came along and said that only 300
acres were first class and that the rest was
second class and third class, whereas pre-
viously he had declared that there were
1,000 acres of first-class land. On the
strength of this later report, after the lapse
of two year;, the bank meantime having
spent its money and I having spent mine,
the trustees decided that they could not
grant any further advance on such a poor
block. This was prior to Dr. Tenkle',s re-
port.

Hon. M. F. Troy: Would it be fair to
ask how much the Agricultural Bank ad-
vanced on the block?

Mr. CORBOY: I should say, £4600 or
£700.

Hon. M1. F. Troy: And the Bank refused
to advance more?

Mr. CORBOY: Yes.
Eon. K. F. Troy: Before Dr. Teakle's

report?

Mr. CORBOY: Yes. In my individual
case that is so. I know that the greater part
of the area was condemned on Dr. Teakle's
report, but in my case and in that of a few
other settlers the land was condemned 5y
the Agricultural Bank inspector who two
years previously had classified the blocks as
being 100 per cent, first class.

Hon. M. F. Troy: Who was the in.
spector?

Mr. CORBOY: Is it necessary to shout
the man's name to the country? I am pre-
pared to give it to the lion. member pri-
vately. I do not think it fair to broadcast
his name in connection with this matter.

Hon. 31. P. Troy: It looks as if the in-
spector had not known his job.

Mr. COBBOY: It looks as if the district
inspector, who was his% immediate superior,
w-as somewhat lacking.

Mr. Doney: That same district inspector
is a man who knows his job.

Mir. CORBOY: Then he must have
neglected it.

Mr. Doney: He did not neglect it.
Mr. CORBOY: Then why did this hap-

pen?7
11r. Doney: I could not say.
Mr. CORBOY: I am giving the simple

facts. The settlers to-day are left high and
dry; and they have no remedy, apparently,
for the parlous plight in which they find
themselves. It is no use for the ex-Min-
ister for Lands to quote to me the great
success achieved by an ex-member of an-
other place on perfectly safe country rignit
alongside the railway, and to tell me that
because that man has succeeded, settlers
who were 50 miles from railway conununi-
cation and did not succeed must he incom-
petent or indolent.

Hon. I'!. F. Troy: I did not suggest that.
Mr. CORBOY : it remarks made by

the hion. member last night, that wvas cer-
tainly indicated. I suggest that lie read his
own speech, when he will see that that is
the implication.

Hon. 31. F. Troy: What sort of crop did
you get last year?

31r. CORBOY: When time ox-Minister
spoke last night about eight-hag crops, I
walked out of the Chamber because I did
not want to have a public quarrel with him.
It is all rionsense to talk about such crops.

Hon. 21. F. Troy: The settlers who were
down here t4,ld ine that Mr. Mc'Nahion got
an eight-hag crop.
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Mr. CORBOY: I was in the district at
the time the crops were stripped; and, in
fact, I Parted mny own crop into the siding;
and I say there ii not a single settler in the
district who got an eight-bag crop, Dot one.

Hon. 11. F. Tray: I was told they stated
that to the Premier.

Mr. CORBOY: If they did, they told
lies. Not one solitary settler got such a
crop.

Hon. M1. F. Tray: Six bags would he a
good crop.

Mr. CORBOY: Of course it would be,
but the settlers did not get six bags. My
own block was supposed to be one of the
best blocks thrown open in Western Ans-
tralia for many years. The es-Minister's
department charged me i16s. per acre for it,
and those who know the primk of land know
what that figure means. The block should
he one of the finest bits of country one
ever saw in one's life.

Hon. M. F. Troy: The department were
iiot permitted to charge you 16s. per acre.

Mr, CORBO'Y: The Minister put this
over me himself, but does not. remember it.
I know perfectly well that under the Land
Act only 1s. per acre can be charged. The
ex-N mnister exidoained the charge of 16s.
to ine by stating that he had reckoned the
survey tee as an additional 11ipst. The ex-
'Minister poss;ibly does not remember that,
but it is so. And inine was not thle only
block with respect to which that was due.

The 'Minister for Railways: How far is
your block front the railway line?

Mr. CORBOY: Only 50 miles! I repeaL,
wine was not the only block for which 16s.
per acre was charged. On at least one other
block a charge of 16s. per acre was imposed
%hile the member for Mt. 'Magnet was in
control of the Lands Department. The ex-
Minister (-harged mes and one other settler
1.6s. per acre for our land;, and last year,
which was a good year, we were only able
to get nine bushels off the best of the land.
The position of the settlers in that district
is mnost serious. There is no use disguising
the fact that in the area in question there
-irc a great many people who have suink the
whole of their private resources in develop-
ing Ianad which they took up on the distinct
tunderstanding that they would be furnished
with railway facilities very quickly. In
fact, last night the es-Mfinister himself in-
dicated that had he oared to go fast instead
of slow, lie would have been able to provide
railway communication.

hon. M. F. Tray: The settlers had no
understanding.

Mx. CORBOY: That is rubbish. I know
better. 1 remember when-

Hon, M. F. Tray: You had better prove
tI:at there was some such understanding by
quoting some public statement I made or
some statement issued by the department.
There was no such understanding.

Mr. CORBOY: Does the hon. member,
as the former Minister for Lands, suggest
that these people wvent there without any
understanding from him that railway facii-
ties would be provided quickly?

Hon. M. 1'. Tray : They had no such
understonding- fromi me at all. They had
no better understanding than other settlers,
and they went out like others, hoping to
have railway facilities provided.

.Mr. -Millington: You cannot keep them
from going out.

The CHAIR-MAN: Order! The member
for Yilgarn-Coolgatrdie has the floor.

Mr. Marshall: It seems that these farmers
will never agree!

M r. C ORB OY : The feet is that there was,
as everyone knows, a very definite under-
staniding.

The Minister for Lands: There was an
imiplied understanding.

Mr. CORBOY: It -was very definite.
The Minister for Lands: A-nd it would

have been fulfilled had everything been all
right.

Mr. CORBOY: Even the former Minister
for Lands, when speaking last night, said
that the railway to the settlers to whom I
refer, was part of the larger scheme ema-
braced in the 3,500 farm proposition, and
with regard to these particular areas, the
Government had intended to ask the advisory
board to report as soon as possible. I re-
peat there was a very definite understanding.
I could quote other evidence apart from the
lbon. member's statement last night to show
that there can be no misunderstanding re-
garding the position. If there was no such
understanding, then it was a criminal thing
for the former Minister -for Lands (Non.
MW. F. Troy) to puit those settlers ont blocks
50 miles away from the nearest railway.

The Minister for Lands: Hie opened the
area for settlement.

Mr. CORBOY: Of course he did. if
there was no understanding- in his mind that
there would he a railway provided very
quickly, the es-Minister for Lands should
not hare sent the people there. It was a
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criminal thing. it wa e-i c1 i ialt to open upJ
such an area if lie did not knioiw iii his own
mind that railwayv facilities woul)ad be pro-
vided quickly. The hon $. iii ciii r ijoust Ihave
known that no one could grow wheat. sue-
cessfully 50 miles froni thle lienrest railway.

Mr. Brown: Wat, not the opening-u;) of
that portion of the country part of the Bit-
ish migration scheme?

Air. CORBOY: Of course it was. I may
have misunderstood the member for M1ount
Magnet last night. T hope T did, bitt I think
I heard hinm say that lie coul have got
money with which to build the railway at
the start, but did not avail himself of the
opportunity, and when he did wvant the
money, lie could not get it.

Hon. Ml. P. Troy: That is not so.
Mr. CORBOY: I said I hoped that I had

misunderstood the lion,. member.
Hon. 1W. F. Troy: I said that we had in

mind a larger schemte; the Engineer-in-Chief
had laid out plans for that later proposal,
and that had the effect of delaying matters.

Mr. CORBOY: The matter' was delayed
long enough to cripple these settlers.

Hon. MW. F. Troy: No.
M1r. COB BOY: The ex-Alinister for

Lands canl shake his hlead, but someone must
take the responsibility for the pligtit of
these settlers.

Hall. MW. F. Troy: I will take my share
of the responsibility.

Mr. CORBOY: I know the hon. mem-
ber will do so. No one can accuse him of
being other than a decent, hionourable man
who is always prepared to take his share
of responsibility. On the other hand, the
position of these settlers must be faced.
People who are .50 or 60 mniles away from
a railway' cannot grow wheat successfully.
They must be dealt with in some other way
than the maere offering of sustenance. The
member for Mount M1agnet remarked that
in view of the practical experience of the
.settlers and of what had been accomplished,
he was surprised that the Agricultural Bank
bad abandoned these prop~ositions and that
the Minister had supported the bank. I
do not know what the holl. member suggests
should be done, Dloes he suggest that the
present Oovernmnt-T am not backing
them up so much in this as I am eoncerined
in making representationis on behalf of the
settlers-shlould now provide these people
with sufficient subsidy to growv wheat 50 or

(J0 miles from the nearest railway, in order
to keep) them on the blocks they are occupy-
ing?

Hny. M1. F. Troy: T suggest that the Gov-
ernment should provide them with railway
facilities as soon as possible.

Mr. CORBOY: Then why did not the
lion. member, whetn Minister, give them the
necessarzy railway facilities?

Hon. 'i. F. Troy: Ahl, now!
Mir. CORBOY: The hall. member said he

could have done so. These settlers are in a
desperate positioti. I would instance the ex-
perience of my neighbour who has been
placed in much the sanme position ats T was.
His block was% also classified 100 per enit.
first-class, as mine was, and he took his 13
children with him and to-day he is stranded.
That manl wats a practical farmer, not a new
chum as I was at the time. Yet his block,
has been condemned, just as mine has becen.

Hon. MW. F. Troy: Has your block been
condemned?9

Air. COEBOX': Yes. It wits originally
classified as 100 per cent. first-class, but
later was cut down so that only 300 acres
wvere classified as first-class. I am Scotch
enough to have that grievance.

Mr. J1. H. Smith: Have you received any
compensation?

.lr. CORiBOY: The only compensation I
received was to lie forced to pay railway
freight onl my tractor and other plant that
I had to return. I had to sink myself
deeper in the mire in order to get off my
block. Other settlers have had to do that
as well. It is useless for the ex-Minister
for Lands to talk about what other people
have done. The member for Mfount Magnet
quoted the great success achieved by all ex-
member of another place. The block owned
by that settler is alongside a railway. WVhen
listening to the remarks of thle bell. inem-
her, thle Leader of the Opposition in-
terjected to the effect that that particular
settler had succeeded because be did
not swank about the country in a motor car,
but asi a bard worker. Let me assure the
Leader of the Opposition and the es-Mlinis-
ter for Lands that all the settlers in the
areas I have been referring to are hard
workers, arid do not swank about in motor
ears. The position of those settlers has been
destroyed because of the economic situation,
and because they were not provided with
facilities that are ordinarily made available.
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The Minister for Railways: I do not think
the interjection by the Leader of the Oppo-
sition lad any reference to particular set-
tlers; he was speaking generally.

Mr. CORBOY: No.
The Minister for Railways: I. heard him

when he interjected.
Mr. CORBOY: The Leader of the Oppo-

sition interjected when the position of thle
Lake Cammn and Lake Carnmody settlers was
lbeinlg discussed.

The Minister for Railways: I know that,
but the interjection had a general applica-
tion, not a particular reference to the Lake
Camni and Lake Carmody settlers.

Mr. CORBOY: That may be, but the in-
nuendo was that the settlers whose position
was being discussed at the time, had not suc-
ceeded because of something lacking on their
part, and that is not true.

Hon. Al. F. Troy: Innuendo by whom?
Mr. CORBOY: By the Leader of the Op-

position. I did not refer to the bon. mem-
her; I made that clear.

Hon. M. F. Troy: We were dealing with
farming generally.

Mr. COlIBOY: I shall not pursue that
phase if the hon. member feels hurt about
it. The settlers at Lake Comm and Lake
Carmnody were dcenit, lhard workers. The
majority of them were Australian-born, and
those who were not in that category were
certainly a credit to Australia. Everyone
put forth his best effort, physically and fin-
ancially. There was another nasty little in-
nuendo with reference to the employment of
foreigners. Let me make it perfectly clear
that foreigners were practically unknowvn i n
those areas. Those employed in clearing were
almost entirely Australian-born, and those
who were not, were of British origin, and
had been resident many years in the
State. The best possible work was done by
the settlers themselves; so much so that in
some instances they did not even crop their
land when they had cleared it. They en-
'deavoured to follow the advice given to them
'by the es-Minister for Lands and his depart-
mental officers with Yoegard to fallowing.
They fallowed their land and before they
could get a crop, they were thrown off their
blocks without a joh. without a bob, wvith-
out anything at all. What are thosc settlers
to do? What is ahend of them?

The Minister for Railways: Without a
job, but with a sob in your voice.

Mr. CORBOY: The Minister would be
sobbing himelf about it, if he had gone

through such an experience. These settlers
did a fair thing. They developed their
blocks along proper line;, and they adopted
the advice of the es-Minister and his ex-
perts. Their reward was to be thrown off
their blocks on which all their money, as
wvell as that of the State, had been spent.

The Minister for Lanids : You have 110

right to say they were thrown off.
Mr. CORBOY: They were thrown off, and

I can give the Minister instances.
The Minister for Lands: 1 do not know

of any.
Mr. CORBOY: Teni months age the Agr-

cultural Bank refused to advance the settlers
any further money, and they had no option
but to walk off their blocks.

Thbe -Minister for Lands: You said they
were thrown off their blocks.

Mr. CORBOY: When I say that they were
thrown off their blocks, I mean that, the
Agricultural Bank having refused further
advances, Ihe settlers had no option but to
walk off.

The Minister for Railways: There is a dif-
ference between being asked to resign and
being sacked.

Mr. CORHOY: But the result is the same.
Mr. Marshall: They tell me the Minister

got sacked because he was asleep on his en-
gine.

The Minister for Railways: But I have
been wide awake ever since.

Mr. CORBOY: As a matter- of fact, it
was the best turn that wast ever done for the
Minister. That sacking has made him awake
for l ife.

The Minister for Railways: I've been wide
awake ever since.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon. mem-
bert will proceed.

'Mr. CORBOY: Since the settlers were re-
fused, me eight or nine months ago, ainy
further Agricultural Bank assistance, in con-
sequence of which they bad to vacate their
blocks, they have heen offered the choice of
the abandoned blocks in the possession of
the bank. But that means that any block
worth taking over has had already spent on
it all the money that the Agr-icultural Hank
will advance for its development. Of what
advantage is it to the Lakes Garmin and Car-
miody settlers to be taken from their blocks
and put on to other blocks in respect of
which they can get no financial assistance
from the bank?

The Minister for Lands: Who says that?
Mr. CORBOY: That is the position.
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The M1inisk-i- tar Lands: I say it is not.
Mr. COIRBOY: Of course it is, and for

the last nine mtonthis I hare been endeavsour-
Lug to get some b~etter offer from the mani-
aging trustee of the btank, Mr. Tel-arty, and
I have not succeeded yet.

The Minister for Lands: Perhaps you are
iceking out certain blocks.

Mr. COB BOY: No. There is no aban-
doned block available on which any of these
settlers would have a chance of success. Mr%
McLart -v wvill not agree to advance enough
money to pirovide for the settlers for more
than one month.

Mr. Mill ington : You are more wa ry now.
Mr. CORBOY: Yes, after iny expetiene.

What would be the position of these settlers
if they were to take up) any of the abandoned
properties onl the books of the Agricultural
Bank?

The Minister for Lands: They know.

Mr. COR BOY: Of course they know,' and
I know, too. They would have no possibile
chance of success, and could not, get more
than would keep them going- for a single
month, on account of work onl the block.
They would have no possible hope of secur-
ing anl advance from the batik in order to
assist them to p)ut in acMx year's, crop. They
would have Ito chatnce of securing a virgini
block or of obtaining advances to cover their
clearing work. The Minister knows that the
banik will not open up nyt' new accounts;.
The banik regard such transactions as I have
indicated as tantamoutnt to opening up new
accounts. T'flX inister knows; that these
settlers are in at desperate position. f say
advisedly that the es-Minister for Lands
(Hon. M. F. Tro ,y) is 1)rincipally rcsp~onsible
for their situation, and the very least that
should be done for them is to see that the
Agricultural Ranik shall assist them for 12
months. I a speaking not for myself but
for others who are iti the same plight. It is
impilossible to get from the Agricultural Bank
anything- that will give me a chance to
sticveed, or enable me to see 12 months
ahecad. And what applies to ine applies to
many others, It is no good the Premier, or
Mr. MeLarty, v or the M1inister for Lands,
cotntinuing any longer thi5, busiuess of cir-
curnllocution, s-endling us backwards and for-
wards from one person to another, and in
that way disowning, respoinsibilityv, Sonme-
body must shoulder the responsibility for
the position in which these settlers find

themselves; somneone miust show them the
ivay ouit.

The Mfinister for Lands: You know we
have not been sending you backwards and
forwards;, from one officer to another; we
.settled the conditions under whichi Inspec-
tor Mitchiell should interview the settlers,
and if you go to the bank vou will find
that that is so,

Mr. CORBOY: LDoes (lie Mlinister know
what the conditions are'

The Minister for Lands: Yes.
Mr. CORBOY: Does the Mfinister know

that ispector. Mitchell has gone to that
area. aiid has taken from) every settler there
his credit authority, and that where the
llocks of two settlers, have to be amalga-

mated, where one must go and the other
remain, the credit authority has been taken
off and M\r. M1elarty and his officers have
refused to say' which of the two must stay,
and which inust go? The settlers are left
to thrash that out amongst theimselves, and
until they make tip their minds as to who
s-hall remiain and who shall gno money
is available frow the bank.

The Mfinister for Lands: That is not
true; there is only one way to do it, and
it is by mutual arrangement.

Mfr. ('ORBOY: I wish the Minister
would try the mnutual arrang-ement busi-
niess with the settlers.

The Minister for Lands,: Your state-
niont that we are leaving them without
mnoney% is; not true.

Mr. CORBOY: It is true, and I will give
the 'Minister the namnes of the settlers con-
el-led.

The Mlinister for Lands: I should like to
have them.

Mr. COIRBOY: I will give the Minister
the names of the settlers; who have had their
vredit authority stopiped.

The Minister for Lands: And who are not
getting any money?7

\fr. CORBOY: That is light.
The Minister for Lands: Well, who are

they?
Mrt- CORBOY: I will give the Minister

four or~ five names.
The -Minister for tLands: Tell us who they

are.
M fr. CORBOY: Is it necessary that I

should cive them here, to appear in "Hall-
sor"

The 'Minlister for Lands: Yes, I want the
names of those who have been refused as-
sistance to get their harvest off.
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M.%r. CORBOY: The Minister is twisting
uiow. He is asking me to give him the names
of those who have been refused help to get
their harvest off.

The Minister for Lands: You have said
that we are leaving them to decide amongst
themselves who is to stay and wvho is to go
off, and that we are stopping them from
getting any money until they come to a de-
cision. What are the names?

Mr. CORBOY: I will give the Minister
four or five names.

The Minister for Lands: Your statement
is not right.

-Mr. CORBOY: It is correct. It is not
right to leave it to the settlers td jfight t
out amongst themselves who is to go and is
to stay. Anyway, I appeal to the Minister
to rectify the matter. I think the bank
should say which mail should go off. If the
Minister put himself in the position of a
settler, he would realise how unfair it was
that he and his neighbour should have to
thrash out such a matter between them. The
fact remains that these people are out in
that country 50, 60, and 70 miles from a
railway, and without a chance of getting
transport facilities, and the Government, in
my opinion, are doing a courageous thing
when they say that the settlers will have
to be shifted. I say that the Gov-
ernment should move the lot, and not leave
six or eight to carry the burden.

Mr. Done3': They are not being shifted
merely because of the salinity in the soil.

Mr. CORBOY: If it will not grow crops,
what is the good of leaving the people
there? The hon. member, who has had con-
siderable experience as an Agricultural Bank
inspector, would not take ill) au3y blocks
down there. Tb0 Minister should pull out
all these people, or else give them a definite
assurance that they will have transport
facilities.

The Minister for Lands: You do not sug-
gest that we should forcibly remove them?
Some of those men have definitely said they,
will not go. What would You do with them?

Mr. CORBOY: Leave them there, but do
not waste any more of the Stlate's money on
them. I say that in all sincerity to the Min-
ister. If any of them want to remain there,
wvell, let them remain.

The Minister for Lands: You are going
to use a weapon that you say we should not
use.

Mr. CORBOY: I say that none of them
should be left there unless you can offer
them transport facilities. Would the Min-
ister himself go out 60 miles from a railway
to grow wheat?

The Minister for Lands: I did it 20
years ago.

Mr. CORBOY: Never mind what you did
20 years ago; would you do it to-day?

The Minister for Lands: Certainly not.

iMr. CORBOY: Well, do not waste the
State's money, or the settlers' mioney, by
leaving the settlers out there unless you pro-
vide transport facilities. If a man chooses
of his own free will to remain there, let him
remain. Those people are in a desperate
position to-day because they were misled by
the classification of the officers of the Lands
Department and the Agricultural Bank.
The classificationts have since been discovered
to have been hopelessly wrong, and to have
misled not only the settlers, but the Govern-
ment.

The Minister for Railways: Quite apart
from the soil analysis9

Mr. CORBOY: Yes, quite apart from it.
I know that my own block was condemned
before the appearance of Dr. Teakie's re-
port.

The Minister for Lands: Tell me when
your refusal was made; youir report was in
very early.

Mr. CORBOY: It was not. My block
was inspected very early by Dr. Teakle, but
the report wa not sent in early.

The Minister for Lands: It was one of
the few blocks inspected at anl early stage.
There were two blocks, one north of the
other.

Mr. CORBOY: That is so. Our blocks
were condeuined, not because of salinity hut
because of the excessive area of niorrel
country, and the inspector who condemned
the blocks was the same man who classified
themn before. I repeat that the settlers there
are in a desperate position, that they have
been misled by the report of the Govern-
ment officers, and the very least that can be
done is to provide them with the oppor-
tunity to succeed elsewhere. I tell the Min-
ister caindidly, I should like to meet him in
his office to discuss the whole matter pri-
vately with him.

The Minister for Lands: Very well, meet
me to-morrow.
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Mr. CORBOY: I shall not behele to uteet
the Minister to-miorrow, ais I am attending
the field days.

The Minister for Lands: But this is more
important.

Mr. CORBOY: The Minister should in-
terest himself in the direction of giving
these people an opportunity to go elsewhere.
I appeal to hini to rectify the wrong- that
has heen done, and not to leave 10 or 12
of the poor blighters out there without any
chance of succeeding under existing condi-
tions.

EON. m. r. TROY (Mt. Magnet)
[5-57] : I desire to say a few words, par-
ticularly because of the wholesale condem-
nation of the officers of the Lands Depart-
ment and the Agricultural Bank, and also
because of tile hon. member's endeavour to
la y the blame at the door of the previous
Government, and on myself especially, for
the position in which the settlers in the area
in question now find themselves. Strange to
stay, I do not feel the least bit guilty. I con-
ser mnyself as having been particularly

conscientious and, so far as these settlers are
concerned, I endeavoured to act fairly and
squarely by them and the State. The method
or' settlement was mnerely a continuance of
the system that had been the custom not only
in Western Australia but throughout Aus-
ti alia. Every man in this country, unless
he is an ass, knows well that when hoe goes
out on the land, he takes chances. He
knows, too, that the time will come when he
will get a railway. What is the position of
these people who took up land that was
classified by the Lands Department as good?
We used to hear it said that the officers
of the Agricultural Bank never ageed with
those of the Lands Department. Here, how-
over, the officers of the two departments
agreed that the land was good. It was the
lbusines, of these officers to determine the
quality of the land, and. in this ease they
agreed. The inspectors should know the
country, and Inspector Mitchell, as has been
said, declared that it was good land. When
those people went out from the railway they
aid what thousands of others have done inm
this country, and what thousands of others
wvill do again. So that experience is not by
ainy mealns singular. I can conscientiously
say that if I were 'Minister for Lands to-
mIorrow I would do exactly what I did be-
fore. It would he impossible to do othei-
wise, uinless it were determined never to

allow people to move a yard out from a
ralway except under the care of a nurse.
The land down there is producing good
crops. The lion. member says he did not
get good crops; but of course we know that
seine people 'get good crops, while others
can get only indifferent crops.

Mrf. Corboy: No one down there got eight
bags, or anything like it.

Hon. 'M. F. TROY: A deputation came
here this week, including M1r. -McMahion, a
highly respected settler at Lake Grace. He
is out there, and his brother-in-law also is!
settled out there. rhmey told me they knew
of eight-hag crops out there,

The Minister for Lands: The average i's
five bags.

Hon. "U!. F. TROY: Well that is very
geood, surely.

Hon. W. D). Johnson: I have known
McMahon for many years, and I can say he
never had a failure; he could not have a
failure.

Hon. M. F. TROY: The Minister for
Lands says the avenage for that locality
is 15 bushels. That is extraordinarily good
for a new area whbere people are putting in
their first crops. 'Most certainly they got
good averages.

"Ir. Corhoy: They did not.
Hon. M. F. TROY: And now because

the men are 50 miles away from a railway
and in this economic depression the Govern-
mient cannot find the money with which
to provide a railway, the Agricul-
taral Bank says the rettlers are to
be removed, and that Dr. Teakle's
report has given. them cause to
r-econsider their attitude. 1 am- quite
sure that if a railway were built even half-
way out to thme locality, Dr. Teakie's report
-would not have much weight in view of the
crops being grown thcre. The crops are the
best advertisement amid, after all, the best
guide to any district. But because the
settlers are so for out from a railway, the
Agricultural Bank thinks it wise to bring
them in instead of kceeping them out there
and paying a bonus on the cartage of their
wheat. Again, the hion. member has said
the late Government promised a railway .
gave a definite assurance that it would he
built. T -say there is~ no tnith in that state-
mient.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Well thea the
settlers should necver have been put out
there.
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Mr. Corboy: Of course not. floes the
bon. member deny that there was an impli-
cation that a railway would be provided?

Hon. Mt. F. TROY: An implication!
Mx. Corboy: Now do not shuffle on it.

You led us to believe there would be a rail-
way.

Hon. M. F. TROY: As a matter of fact
I did not know the hon. member had a block
out there until I saw it advertised in the
Press. A little while ago he said he had
discussed it with me and that I had put a
price on it. As a matter of fact I did not
know that he had a block, and certainly he
never discussed the price with me. I would
be astounded to know that he was asked to
pay 16s. per acre for his block, and I sug-
gest that the Minister for Lands make in-
quiries on that point.

The Minister for Lands: I think that is
right.

Mr. Corboy: Of course it is, and so too
in respect of another block alongside mine.
It is of no use the bon. member trying to
make out that I am not telling the truth.

Hon. M. F. TROY: The average price
for land there is 8s. per acre.

Mr, Corboy: It is all very fine for the
lion. member to ask the Minister to try to
prove me a liar. I am not.

Hon. Mt F. TROY: It is possible the hon.
member was asked to pay 16s. per acre for
his block, but as a matter of fact he did not
pay anything for it, because he got it for
the first five years for nothing.

The Minister for Railways: Was not this
part of the 3,500 farms scheme, and was not
that scheme to have been financed from the
Migration Vote, including water supplies
and railways?

Hon. M. F. TROY: Yes.
The Minister for Railways: So the rail-

way must have been promised.
Hon. M. F. TROY: No, it was not pro-

mised. I told the House last night that wte
did not propose to throw open that laud.
There were thousands clamouring for land,
and we spoke to Sir Charles Nathan and
Mr. Ounn of the Migration Commission
about the proposition. They said, "Throw
open that land and we will provide the
money for its settlement." That was th-i
position.

The Minister for Lands: I only wish
they had put it in writing.

Hon. Ktt F. TROY. In those days there
was no necessity to put it in writing, for

there was plenty of money) and the 'Migra-
tion Commission were very anxious to get
that scheme into operation. Had the pros-
perous conditions continued, there is nob
the slightest doubt the money would have
been provided, in which case the railways
would have been built to those places ere
now. However, for lack of money, due to
the early stages of the existing depression,
Ri could not be done. The hon. member's
attack reminds me of another experience I
had in this House. 'When first I came here
Mr, Watts was member for Northami, and
lie made an attack on the Government for
settling people out at Coweowing and Nan-
geenan. He said they would all have to be
brought hack again. And his attack on the
Government was supported by the House.
Like that attack, this attack to-day is made
by very short-sighted people. It is quite
possible that when prosperous conditions
return there will he a huge and insistent
demand for land beyond that which we are
disacussing, and hundreds will go out there.
Then if later we fall on difficult times, some
other Minister wilt get into trouble for it.
Personally I would do the same thing again
to-day, for I did the best thing possible for
those people. They were clamo~uring
to go on the land; and, after all, they took
very little nisk, for the Government were
standing behind them. I1 regret that the
present Government should support the
Agricultural Bank in its attitude towards
those 35 settlers, for the settlers have told
me they do not want to go.

Mr. Doncy: They told me the same thin-
only to-day.

Hon. K. F. TROY: They told nit here
that they did not want to go. T hey are
growing magnificent crops and they have no
desire to leave the district. I firmly believe
that if the Government had the money for
the building of the railway, those settlers
would not hare to go. I do not feel the least
bit guilty about what I did. 1 was only fol-
lowing the some principle of land settlement
that had been followed in this country for
many years past. I even told the Royal
Commission that what the Government ought
to do is to try to get a road for those people.
To-day, with wheat at less than 2s. per
bushel, and isolated as they are 50 miles
from a railway, their condition is not an
enviable one. When the hon. member is a
bit older and has more knowledge he wilt
realise that the experience of a year or two
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does not amount to very much, and that
what he condemns to-day be will live to
applaud to-morrow. The same thing- can be
said about the 'Mollerin settlers, for they also
are 50 miles out from a railway. Yet they
have no grievance. As for promising set-
dlen that they should get railways, thtere has
always been such an implication; when we
open up new country and put settlers onl it
there is always the idea that they will get
a railway later. And that will continue just
so long as there is development in 'Western
Australia. Now I wvant to say a word about
irrigation. In view of the Government's pro-
posals to undertake irrigation in the South-
West and open up new dairying country, I
ask the Mlinister what the Government are
doing in regard to Herdsman's Lake. On
the drainage of that area there was
expended £120,000, and I suppose with the
eapitalisation pins interest and compound
interest it amounts to a very large sum to-
day. But why undertake a system of inriga-
tion in the South-West when we have this
Herdsman's Lake area adjacent to Perth,
almost within the city boundaries, and avail-
able for settlement? I should like to know
from the Minister what is being done there.
Earlier in the year some settlers were put
on that land, but I do not think they have
done very well. There we havea a large area
of country rendered avaiable at great ex-
pense, and I should like to know what the
Minister proposes to do with it.

The Mlinister for Works: We spent £9,000
on drainage there last year.

Hon. )1. F. TROY: It is curious that the
Government should be considerinig irrigation
scemnes for dairying land in the South-West
when we have at Herdsman's Lake a large
area of land not utilised.

The Minister for Railways: Herdsman's
Lake is not a dairying proposition.

Hon. M1. P. TROY: Then what is it?
The Mkinister for Lands: Ask your col-

league behind you. He will have something
to say about it. As a matter of fact we have
50 or 60 people there now.

Hon. Al. F. TROY: Regarding the settle-
ment of abandoned group settlement blocks
in the Bu.'selton district, the scheiL itmva
work out all right provided the blacks are
standardised. Of course any schemne of
settlement can succeed so long as the settlers
are on sustenaince. I would not be inclined
to -say too much ahont that scheme yet: it

flay pan out all right, but on the other hand
it may not.

The Minister for Lands: The men them-
selves are very proud of that settlement.

Hon. Ml~. F. TROY: The Governlment will
have to be very careful that they do not add
to the capitalisation of the blocks. That is
all I have to say. I am sorry lbe activities
of the Lands fleparcment have subsided, but
I feel sure the timne wvill come when we shall
get back to a more vigorous scheme of land
settlement

~Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

MR. J. H. SMITH (Nelson) [7.30]. 1
wish to say a fewv words regarding the pos-
sibility of settling 5,000 people south of
Pinijarra along existing railwvaN s and roads.
I presume the Minister is anxious to know
where he could place men with a reason-
able chance of their being successful under
intense culture conditions. During the de-
bate we have been told of in being re-
moved from outback places where they had
been trying to make a living growing
whleat. I have said on many occasions
that the time would come when the State
would find to its sorrow that farmers would
not he able to live entirely on the growvingo
of wheat. To call whentgrowers farmersi
is a misnomer; they shouild be called
'vheatgrowers, while the agriculturists of
the South-West should be called farmers.
I was pained and surprised at the remarks
of the 'Minister for Lands regarding the
Boyutp Brook-Cranhrook railway. He said
the commencement of the earthworks was
not justified as a means of relieving unem-
ploymecut.

The M1inister for L~ands: I did not say
that.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: If the construction of
that line is not lustified, then no railwayv
ever built in the State was justified. Is it
because the M1inister cannot see in that
direction? Is it because lie is not anxious
to have that part of the country de-
veloped 3?

The 'Minister for Land-;: You cannot
say that.

M1r. J. HF. SMITh: I can. and I will prove
it. What was the Minister's reason for
saying that the railway is not justified?7

The Minister for Lands: I did not say
it was not justified.
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Mr. J1. HI. SMITH: Two advisory boards
reported on the railway, and the building of
the line was sanctioned by Parliament. As
the Leader of the Opposition stated the
other night, it is advisable to get people to
work at something that will be reproduc-
tire. There are opportunities in the South
West to employ thousands of men who are
on' sustenance at clearing land and putting
it in a fit state for future selection. The
proper policy for land settlement in the
South-West is to send classifiers there be-
fore servey' to pick out tracts of suitable
land. Then the unemployed could be pro-
vided with work and given opportunities
to make homes for themselves. The mem-
ber for South Fremantle, when presenting
the case for the construction of the rail-
way, quoted statistics and dealt fully with
the advisory board's report. Ten years ago
within a radius of ten miles of the rail-
way route 20,000 acres were cleared at an
estimated cost of £8 an acre; 30,000 acres
were partly cleared at an estimated cost
of £2 10s. an acre, and there were 700 acres
uinder orchard. There are three times that
area under orchard at present, and the
people need a railway. There were over
2,000 cows and over 1.00,000 sheep. That
was on land already alienated. Taxation
or some other method would fores the
people holding 20,00 or 30,00 acres of
land to bring it into productivity, sell it
or forfeit it. 1 do not wish to'considerl
such people; I want to consider the people
who have bcen settled there for three gen-
erations struggling to make a success of
their holdings without railway facilities.
If there was not a soul settled along the
route of the railway, on the advisory
board's report, it would be the duty of any
Government to build the line. I am suir-
prised that its construction has been de-
layed so long. According to the advisory
board's report there were over 1,000,000
acres of first and good second class land, and
2,500 people could be settled on 4 00-acre
blocks and make a living right from the in-
ception. This is exclusive of timber land.
If the Government want to settle people on
land where the rainfall has been proved over
a number of years, there is their oppor-
tunity. The people in that part are doing
well. The Government should send their
surveyors through the district almost im-
mediately and throw the land open for
selection. If they did so, I guarantee that

it would be selected. Eighteen months ago
I presented a report from Mr. Terry, a
surveyor who knows almost every inch of
the South-West, and knows it better than
any other mnan. He forwarded to the Pre-
muler a plan showving that within a radius
of 20 miles of Manjimup, on land exclud-
ing timber areas, 200 people could be
settled. The Government are not looking
for tracts of country. Day after day depu-
tations are imploring that areas should be
thrown open for selection. Only the day
before yesterday there was a deputation
from Greenbushes, and there have been
others from Balingup and Bridgetown.
When I made a remai-k at a South-West
conference that 5,000 blocks served by rail-
ways and roads and having schools and other
facilities could be obtained in the South-
West, I was ridiculed and told it was im-
possible. If the Minister sent two or three
classifiers through the country, he would get
that number of blocks, but he could not
get them while land settlement is held up by
the Forests Department. The Conservator
of Forests is an excellent gentleman and .
have nothing against him personally, but
Parliament has given him the powers of a
Caesar. He has more power than Mussolini
ever had, and it is impossible to get past
him. The Minister for Forests tells us from
time to time that he has revoked the dedi-
cation of certain areas, but land settlement
is held up by forestry, and Parliament will
have to deal with it. Public opinion will
become so strong that when people are turn-
ig from the wvleatbelt to the South-West,

the Government will have to take action to
make the land available for agriculture.
There is an area of land between Nannup
and Pemberton, karri and red gum country
that is dedicated for forestry. Between 500
and 600 men could be settled in that area,
and all that would be required in the way
of facilities would be a road. It is a beauti-
ful tract of country equal to any of the
valleys south of Manjimup and Pemberton.
Just oat from Pemberton in a belt of karit-
cuuntry the sawmillers have been getting
16 to 22 per cent, of marketable timber over
the sawvs. It looked magnificent timber, but
the rest of it was ruined by white ants, gum
veins, cracks, water shakes and other faults.
In that district I understand that a few
blocks of land are to he thrown open for
selection. The same class of country pre-
vails right through from Stirling's Road to
Nannup, and I am told it is not gooda
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karri country. We have any amount
of timber land. Let us, reserve what
is needed for timber purposes-I have
never advocated otherwise-but let us
throw open the -rest for selection. Areas
aroukiid Grecuhushes. and Bridgetown have
been classified, as the Surveyor General
could infonn us, but they have been classi-
fied by men with a forest conscience. The
classifiers have gone through with a com-
pass mid lave looked at the tops of the
trees and estinmitedl the loadage. The For-
ests Department officials now mark the trees
to be cut by sleeper cutters, and I have beeit
informed that in one instance six or seven
trees that should bave yielded four or five
loads, did not produce a single sleeper, while
from seven trees the cutters got only five
sleepers. I appeal to the Minister to scud
classifiers to the South-West. It would ho
useless to send a classifier from the Forests
Department. It would he idle to appeal
from Caesar to Caesar. The Conservator of
Forests says a particular free will produe
six loads of timber, hut I defy auy man to
say from merely viewing a tree standing
in the hush what loadage it will give. It
may look a good healthy tree, but when
it is brought down, it is probably full of
p~inholes, shakes, or dry-rot. Tree after
tree mjight be felled without producings a
.sleeper. The department, however, say there
are so many loads in certain trees and that
they must be retained for forestry purposes;
therefore the land cannot 1e mnade available
for agriculture. I should like the Minis-
ter for Lands, in his reply, to give somle
assurance to the people of the South-
West that classifiers will be sent there.
When a. deputation waited on the Minister
the day before yesterday, he said be pro-
pa)osed 'to send our district surveyor from
Bridgetown with the forestry inspector. We
know these officials, will disafrree, and when
they disagree that is the end of laud settle-
mlent. Eigbteen months ago, when the gen-
era] elections were being held, we were told
that if there wast a change of Government
a classification would be made of the whole
of tile South-We-st, that agricultural land
would he set aside and opened up for selec-
tion, and that foreos, would he reserved
whether the area- badl been dedicated or not.
People are still cryinz out for land. There
has been a tremlendou's dropl in] the market
value of our primary products, our wheat
and our wool, and people are turning their
attention to parts of the State where the

rainfall is assured, where fruitgrowing is
assured, and where dairying is being carried
on successfully. In a word, people are try-
ing to get land in the South-West, but can-
not get it. I hope the M1inister will carry
out the promises that were made by the Gov-
ernment, and see that a classification is made
by qualified men. if this work is carried
out there will he no need for group settle-
mentsi, nor will there be any' need to call
for applications because so many people are
already waiting for land. When I say that
people are applying for land I am ridiculed.
We iire told that, so many application., have
been received and so many have been
granted. The fact is the applications are
never filed. No list is posted showing thle
number of people who have applied for
land during the past two years. When the
authorities say that applications are filed,
they arc hoodwinking people. If an applica-
tion is refused] by the Forests Department,
it is not placed onf any file. We do not
know who has applied, because no list is
kept. I want an assurance from the Minis-
ter that bie will send his land classifiers into
the distr-icts I have mentioned, The chair-
man of the advisory hoard, the Surveyor-
Genera], is responsible for the surveying of
land in the South-West. I want to know
whether that gentleman (lid or (lid not say
there were 2,500 acres of land served by a
railway and withinl 12 , wiles of it. f want
to know if the Minister will contradict that
st atement.

MR. WELLS (Canning) [7.50]: We
have been travelling rapidly over the south-
ern portion of the State. The member for
Yilgarn took us into the Lake Camm area,
and the member for Nelson took us into the
MNaujimup district. I want to go back to
the Lake Camnin area, whicvh comprises the
southern portion of the 3,5001 farmna scheme.
I know something about that country, for
I visit it three or four times- a year, and
have an interest in the district. The mem-
ber for Yilgarn said that the Federal Gov-
ernnient, under the migration sceie, hadl
broken faith with the 300 settlers wvho have
taken up land under the scheme to which I
have referred. Unjdoubitedly a scare was
raised when D~r. Tenkle was sent down there
to investigate the quality, of' the laud be-
tween the Sahmon (lunsi- and Lake Cammil
Areas. That getk-manff reported that alkali
had been discovered in the soil. No doubt
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the migration commission looked upon this
ats a happy release from their obligations.
The people who have taken up land around
Lake Camm. and Lake Carmody must now
feel that the railway which they were prom-
ised at the time the scheme was launched
will never be given to them. The settlers
went there under this migration scheme,
and were assured of railway transport,
water supplies and other facilities. They
believed that these facilities would he given
to them at no distant date. The salt bogey
was then put up. I believe it to be only a
bogey. I am not pitting my knowledge
against that of any scientist, but I hold that
the proof of the pudding is in the eating.
The country is fertile, it has a wonderful
climate and rainfall, and is growing good
crops to-day. I do not agree with the mem-
ber for Yilgarn when he says the land is no
good. The land is good, and is capable of
growing excellent crops.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Everything depends
on the rainfall.

Mr. WELLS: The rainfall is there.

Hon. W. D. Johnson; There is no more
an assured rainfall than there is in any other
part of the wheat belt. In the wet weather
the salt question does not arise, but in a dry
season Lhe balt is disastrous.

Mr. WELLS: I am familiar with
many of the blocks that have been
condemned because of the decision of
the expert that they contain salt.
Let us take the country east of Wagin
Dumbleyung is a salt lake area, hut grows
good crops. At Lake Grace there is one of
the largest salt lakes in the State, but in
that district there are many fine holdings.
Newdegate is another settlement that was
established six or seven years after Lake
Grace, the latter having been established for
15 or 20 years. Newdegate is still growin
excellent crops. The class of country is
exactly the same as the district I am speak-
ig of, namely, Lake King, Lake Carmody,

and so forth. In the take Cammn district
excellent crops were grown last season and
the season before,' and are growing this year.
It would be a mistake for the Government to
withdraw any of the settlers from that area.
It would be better to give them the facilities
they were promised, and to which they are
justly entitled under the scheme. Represen-
tations should be made to the member of the
commission who is coming to Perth so that
the conditions under which the scheme was

originally launched may be given to the set-
tlers who went out there in good faith. It
would be a great pity to take the settlers,
away. Many of them have sunk their life
savings in their holdings. They have cleared
at good deal of land, and built homes for
themselves. I wish to read an extract from
a letter written by a settler in the Lake
Cani urea. This will show the position in
which the settlers find themselves to-day, and
how necessary it is that they should receive
some assurance that they will be able to re-
main on their holdings. A large majority
of these people are satisfied to continue, but
hope) in the near future to receive an assur-
ance that they wvill be given the facilities
they were promiised. The letter is dated 8th
October, and reads as follows:-

Thank you for your letter of the 29th
September. Mr. Mitchelt-the Agricultural
Bank inspector-called on me to show ale the
salt survey of our blocks, He had very little
time to spare, and the information be had to
give was not in accordance with that given
to me by the Trustees of the Agricultural
B~ank. I showed him our crop. I do not think
there is a finer crop anywhere in this State.
It is truly magnificent. Lord knows T do not
wish to embarrass the Government in any
way, but if I were in a fighting mood I would
unil this damnable salt lie to the counter by
arranging for a display in every shop window
in Perth of slitaves of whe'at grown here.
This crop has been grown on followed coun-
try worked in accordance with the principles
taught at the agricultural colleges, with the
recognised quantities of seed and super, and
the result proves beyond any shadow of doubt
that this is a legitimate extension of the
wheat belt of the State. Now I an' going to
use sonic forcible language in the expression
of my opinion. Dr. Teakle has dlone the work
he was instructed to do in a painstaking and
accurate manner. His report has been made
out in a strictly scientific spirit. The use that
is being made of his report is a prostitution
of science to expediency. That 'a that. I am
in agreement with the recommendation of the
Royal Commission that it is not advisable in
the present circumnstances to maintain set-
tlers who are beyoncl 20 miles from a railway.
T admit the stern logic of Mr. MeLarty's
statement to me to the effect that he could
not lend ny more money in these areas be.
cause he had not the money to lend. Why
cannot some one be honest enough to say,
''The Government sent you out to pioneer
these areas in the belief that the migration
agreement would provide you with all that
was necesgsary to make your venture a suc-
cess. We regret that the Federal Government
cancelled the migration agreement, and in
consequence all your efforts are wasted. We
will now endeavour to give you a real chance
of making good, and when better times come
wo will see that you are given every oppor-
trinity to resume the land upon which you
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have expended so much effort at the cost of
so much hardship."' Cannot we find someone
with guts enough to be honest and do the
straight thing? We are all in desperate
straits, but is that any reason wh-y we should
behave as liars and sneak-thieves. Let the
Agricultural Bank acknowledge that -for the
time being it has lost its money to the tune
of about CLOO,000. Let thenm give up their
attempts to wring the interest on their loans
out of the prospective harvest as they did
nut of the lprevions harvcA. Let them
openly state that they cannot affordl to main-
tain anyone in these areas at the present time,
instead of making the absurd and insulting
statements at pres4ent current about susten-
ance. Let the Govermnent pass a short Act
to free the settlers on the 3,500 farms scheme
from the harassing effect of their creditors,
and give them all an opportunity to continue
the work of primary production in more fav-
ourable surroundings. The fact is, as you
know, that faith has been broken with the
settlers. It is beside the point to discuss
where the blame lies. lVaith has been broken
and restitution should be made.

Mr. Sieinan: Who is the writer of that
letter?

.kr. WELLS: It is a letter written by a
settler to a member of this Chamber.

The 'Minister for Lands: It is not a typical
One.

Mr. Sleeman: On a point of order! If
the lion. member reads a letter sent to an-
other member, should he not give the name
of the writer or lay the document on the
Table so that we can see the authority for
his statemnents 9

'ar. WELLS: It can be laid on the Table.
The CHAIRMrAN: That is not necessary,

unless the bon. member desires to place it
on the Table.

Mr. Doney: What good is it likely to do?
'Nr. Sleeman: What has that to do 'with

youI
Mrh. WELLS: I know the writer. He is

a type of settler we should be ])roud to have
in the State. He has brought a lot of money
into Western Australia, and has spent it in
building up a homne, and cultivating his land.
He has done a lot of work, and is a fine
example to other settlers. This letter shows
that faith Inns been broken with the people in
the district. 1 know the Government have not
the money with which to assist them as much
as is desired, but steps should certainly be
taken to bring the position clearly before
the Migration and Development Commis-
sion, when the representative of that body
arrives inl Perth. Everything should be done
to provide those facilities which -were pro-
mised when the settlers went into the dis-

triet. I hope justice will be done to these
people in accordance with the scheme uinder
which they took up their holdings.

MR. MILLINGTON (Mt. Hawthorn)
[8.0] : Apparently, while there is a de-
crease in the expenditure of the Lands De-
partment, there is also, unfortunately, a de-
crease in the department's activities as re-
gards new settlement. As against that,
however, it seems to me that there never was
a time when there was need for greater a!-
tivity, not in placing men on new holdings,
but in keeping men on holdings which they
have already taken up. Thus the Lands
Department have had to devise ways and
means of assisting settlers to remain on
their blocks, whereas in the past a land
settlement scheme has generally meant an
extension of settlement. As regards the
new settlement meationed by the Minister
for Lands, I took exception, early in the
piece, mainly on account of the shortage GE

finance, to money being expended in the
Nornalup district. I see, however, that the
Government are not overdoing that scheme,
but that there are other small schemes in
various parts of the South-West receiving
attention. I listened carefully to the mem-
ber for Nelson (Mr. J. H2. Smith), who
again put in a plea f or the extension of
the Boyup-Cranbrook railway. I went
through that country and, like the Minister,
I recognised that it is not a wheat-growing
district, where a railway is positively essen-.
tial, hut a district where holdings range
from 3,000 acres tip to 14,000 acres.

The Minister for Lands: There are hold-
ings Of 30,000 acres.

Mr. 'MILLINGTON: I am speakling of
the holdings of men wbo interviewed me.
The main product there is, wool. The dis-
trict is a pastoral district. How is the con-
struction of a railway to be justified even
in a reasonably good district if the only
bacloading is to he wool? I put that aspect
to the settlers who interviewed me, and they
said, "We mainly want the railway to cart
our super." I should say that instead of
going to the enormous expense of putti-ag
in a railway under those conditions, it -would
pay this country to cadt the settlers' super
for nothing on trucks. In my opinion,
something should be done to decrease the
size of the holdings and thus ensure that
some of the 5,000 new settlers spoken of
will have land available for them. Once the
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railway is built, it Will not be the State that
will jet the increased land values resulting
from the railway extension. Those increased
values will accrue to the present owners of
the laud, much of which would not be re-
quired by them under the closer settlement
scheme.

The Minister for Works: And those
holders would want to cart their wool in
the roads alongside the railway.

'Mr. KIlLLINGTON: Yes. They would
want their super carried at less than cost,
as is the recognised practice, which involves
an annual loss of £100,000. Of that loss,
let me say, I do not complain. I admit that
the difficulty in the district is the convey-
ance of super, but I doubt whether the
settlers would give the Railway Department
their wool to transport. Therefore the pro-
posed railway extension is a matter for fur-
ther consideration. Apart from the exten-
sian of laud settlement, for which the de-
partment are responsible, there is now a
proposal to repatriate, a kind of dc-settle-
inent proposal, for the area referred to As
the 8,500 farms area.

Ron. W. D. Johnson: That is not new;
it has been dlone before.

31r. MILLINGTON: That also now be-
comes a suggested responsibility of the
Lands flepartmniet. In place of settlement,
there is to be an exodus from a district
partly settled in a hurry. As for the sug-
gestion that the previous and the present
Governments have been unduly panicky re-
garding the proposal, I think we were pa81-
ticularly fortunate in that we went to the
extent we did in making investigations and
inquiries. This country would have beeu
saved a great deal of expense and some
costly blunders if similar investigations had
been made in connection with other land
.settlement schemes. That course should have
been followed instead of rushing in on a
huge experiment such as group settlement
and finding, when it was too late, that
millions of money had been spent and
many people ruined, because the pro-
ject was not what it seemed on paper.
Numerous people have taken upon
themselves the responsibility of criticising
the Agricultural Department's expert, Dr.
TeakIc. I venture to say that there is
not in this Chamber a better authority
from a technical or practical aspect, and
from knowledge of this and other countries,
than the scientist who made that investiga-

tion. On even an isolated letter from some
interested person we are asked to regard
that expert's report as discredited. I know
of nothing more ridiculous. Dr. Teakle's
report has to stand up against actual facts
and r actual lpractice. If he is lvroner. it will
be demonstrated that he is wrong; but it
will not he demonstrated by letters which
merely disclose that "a little knowledge is
a dange-ous thing,'' letters which et ont to
criticise and belittle a man who has devoted
his life to specialising in one particular
branch of science. Indeed, there are many
aspects of ag-ricultur-al science on which Dr.
Teakle himself would not offer erifini~qns.
On this particular aspect, however, he is
entitled to be regarded as an authority.
'What al-c the facts? The member for
Ouildford-Midland (Hon. W. D.Johnson)
interjected that one could not tell in one
year whether Di. Teakle's contention was
right or wrong. We know that Dr. Teakie
would not condemn a district where the land
wvas even impi-egnated with salt to the saint
extent as in the area in question, if there
was a sufficient rainfall. We know from
practical experience that in lands wvhicht
were eultii-ated and in connection with which
tl'cre w'as no suspicion of too great a quan-
tity of salt, cultivation eventually showed
salt. Tiat has been demonstrated in many
parts; of Western Australia.

The Minister for Works: Yes; in parts of
my electorate.

-Mr. MILLINGTON: It is too late to dis-
cover that land has too much salt after
fairms have been cleared and cultivated and
thme district has been provided with railway
communication. It is better that men should
not be allowed to develop farms only to dis-
cover, later on, that findings such as Dr.
Teak-Ic's are correct. Some people seem to
think that Dr. Teakle condemned the whole
district, all the land; but be did nothing of
the kind. He merely showed us what wve
have to guard against, and that is an entirely
different proposition from a far-reaching
condemnation of a whole district. He points
out that there arc certain deficiencies in the
soil, and( also that some land carries too
much salt to allow of wheat being grown on
it as a commercial proposition. The present
position is that he has not had an oppor-
tunity, of demonstrating in districts actu-
aill developed whether he is right or wrong.
As regai-ds the new district. however, he
has been able to demonstrate, by experimenth
in the Salmon Gums district, the soundness
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of his conclusions. In the Salmon Gums dis-
trict hie has shown just what is the diffi-
culty encountered by settlers who have been
struggling for as many as 20) years and woil-
dering why they could not succeed. In the
Salmon Gumns district quite a large area
will have to go out of cultivation so far as
wheat is concerned; there is no getting away
from that. Yet Dr. Teakie does not con-
dcmn the whole of the Salmon Gums dk -
trict; he only condemns certain types of
land there. Had we originally known as
much as Dr. Teakle has taught us now, we
would not have gone to the expense of de-
veloping that district, and the settlers would
not have been involved in the hopeless task
of trying to miake wheat-growing a commer-
cial proposition there. Therefore people had
better pause before they condemn a man
wvhose scientific knowledge has; saved us from
making a blunder in regard to this new
settlement. As to the Government's respoi-
sibility, I cannot help remarking that in
times past there has been a competition be-
tween Governments and Ministers for Lands,
backed up by enthusiasts, in the matter of
the assistance that could be rendered to
speed up and extend land settlement iii
W"estern Australia. As a result, land settle-

ment did extend rapidly, particularly during
the period of good prices, and when Knita.b!li
areas within a reasonably safe rainfall were
being developed. It is now suggested, be-
cause of the success achieved in those dis-
tricts, that there is no limit to the area which
can be successfully cultivated in Western
Australia. The best judges we have, from
o technical 4andlpoint and from the aspect
of experience, fully recognise that a district
which is safe from the point of view of ritin-
fall is within the development zone. 01 at iZ
such districts are to hie uc(:Pssfullv farm~ed.
the application of the very best methods
is essential. Every care must be exer-
cised in districts such as the Southern
Cross district, and right down to the
fringe of the l0in, rainfall. No matter how
enthusiastic we may be, these are factors
which must be taken into consideration when
the Goverinent are backing private enter-
prise to alow wheat, or for that matter to
raise sheep, in Western Australia. What-

-ever nmay 1e said about the inadvisableness
of placing restrictions on the individual, we
must hear in mind that the State of Western
Australia is backing the individual. There-
fore justification must be shown from the
State', point of view as wvell a,. from the in-

dividual's when these risks are being taken.
There has been at suggestion, I think from
the member for Pingelly (M1r. Brown), that
the Minister for Lands should not interfere
with the policy of the Agricultural Bank.
Probably no one knows better than the ban.
member that most influential and representa-
tive deputations are continually waiting on
the 'Minister to request him to interfere with
the Agricultural Bank's policy. From the
aspect of policy the banik is continually
being asked to go g-reater distancees than it
would from purely banking considerations.
The policy of the institution has been deter-
mined by Governments.

Mr. Brown: Yes, policy, not workings.
Mr. 1ILLTNGTON: And workings too.

I will guarantee that individual cases are
continually being brought under the notice
of the managing trustee. Particularly is
that the position wvith regard to those least
worthy of consideration. They include, for
instance, many I.A.B. clients. Pressure has
been brought to bear on the Agriculturi!
Bank trustees and on Ministers to kceep men
on farms, whereas it would be a good thing
for the men, for the banik, and for the State
if they had been put off their holdings. We
have heard the plea that Ministers should not
interfere with the policy of the Agricultural
Bank yet members knowv that what I say
represents the facts. The hank has beeni
particularly generous, and the trustees have
gone outside ordinary banking practices% to
advance the policy of land settlement
thoughout the State. In my opinion, wre
have gone too far in that respect. The diffi-
culty has arisen on account of the attempt
to speed up land settlement. When we rush
into propositions without due inquiry
mistakes are made. That accounts largely
for the failure of the g-roup settlement
scheme. Everyone knows, we rushed into that
scheme without proper consideration. It
was ill-considered from the point of view of
the inidividual as well as of the land on
which the individual was settled. We cannot
afford to make such mistakes in the future.
The complaint made regarding the delay in
connection with the 3,500 forms scheme was
not warranted. We were justified in going
slowly instead of unduly rushing into the
scheme, simply because plenty of money was
available. It is about time we considered
just how far the Agricultural Bank or the
Government should make themselves respon-
sible for individual settlers. Attempts have
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been made to plac~e the rcsponsilbility 0n

the Government and the batik. Once the
Government or the bank back the individual
to the stage that the bank holds practically
the whole of the interest in the holding,
we will not inspire much sense of
responsibility in the settler himself. We
have accepted that responsibility regard-
ing the group settlers so that the
State possesses the value attached to the
holdings, with the result that the individual
settler has little interest in his block. We
should make it worth while for the settler
to possess a Sense of responsibility through
having a decided interest in his holding,
which he will then seek to protect. Unless
we do that, we will not inspire a sense of
responsibility in hint. There is a disposi-
tion, w hen failures occur, to approach the
Government and Say, "What are you going
to do ahout it?" Under the old system of
land settlement the farmer had to get over
his own difficulties. It w"as then a ease of
what he intended to do, not what the Agri-
cultural Bank trustees or the Govetnment
intended, The individual knew, he had to
make good, or he would lose his farm. We
mnust get back to that policy and thus create
the sense of responsibility that is so neces-
sary to assure the suness of any land set-
tlement project. Two members have spoken
during the course of the debate regarding
difficulties associated with land settlement in
their districts. I refer to the member for
Nelson (Mr. J. H. Smith) and the member
for Xilgarn-Ooolgardie (Mr. Corboy), and
I wish to deal with the difficulties in my dis-
trict. 1 do SO merely because the interests of
the State are at stake. The Herdsman's Lake
area was purchased by the Government for
closer settlement purposes, and that estate
has involved Western Australia in the ex-
penditure to date of upwards of £10,000.
That include~s more on account of drainage
works than the actual purchase of the laud.
The lake has been drained by the construc-
tion of a tunnel extending for three miles to
the ocean. It was an expensive proposition,
and the estimates were greatly exceeded.
The original schemne was expected to cost
£25,000, but it is wvell over £100,0010 now.
The big initial blunder-I do not know that
anyone here can be blamed for it-was in
connection with the high land. Anyone who
knows anything of the cultivation of swamip
ares will appreciate the fact that it is
necessary to have high land upon whiel(
houses may be constructed, and which will

give access to the lake. If the lake area is
to be adequately settled, it will he necessary
to purchase additional high land. It seems
to Ibe generally expected in such circum-
stances that the Government will pay fancy
prices, but the fact is lost sight of that what-
ever the Government spend along those lines
iiiust be added to the burden the individual
buyer of a block must shoulder. If there
is one factor that industry cannot stand in
Western Australia to-day, it is over-capital-
isation. It is clear that, having spent so
much money in connectioni with Herdsman's
Lake, it mnust he settled properly and there-
fore additional high land will have to be
p~urchased so that each block will have some
high land on which a home can be erected.
The practice is to have a small proportion
of the high land plus a narrow strip of
land stretching into the lake.

Mr. Angelo: How many people have been
established on the land there?

Mr. MTlLLIN\GTQX O -Not a great man y are
doing any good; I Shall deal with that later
on. When I consider wvhat the Government
have done to date, 1. am afraid they aire not
too stire whether the people are being placed
there under a scheme of land settlement or
whether it is' regar-ded as a residential
sc~hine. At present each block has an acre
of high land on which at cottage has, been
built at a, cost of about £260. Then there are
fivw acres of swaanp land which, capitalised
at £70 an acre, represents another £350, mak-
iag at total in respect of each block of some-
where in the vicinity of £E600. Those who
have taken up blocks say that they went
there under the impression that it would be
possible to mnake a living. They now find
themselves in difficulties. I cannot say that
I blame the Government or the officials or
anyone else in particular. Those who havd
taken lip blocks now realise the difficulties
that attach to the cultivation of swamp lands.
It constitutes a great problem. At times the
effort seems to be successful. A lot of money
has been wasted in connection with the set-
tlement of such areas, and in support of that
,statement I qnote the Peel Estate. It has
become recognised that in order to success-
fully cultivate such areas, the swamp mutst
be drained in wvinter and yet it must be
possible to irrigate the holdings in summer.
In the first place, the area mus~t he
efficiently drained, otherwise it is impossible
to do any good with such a proposition.
The Herdsman's Lake area has not been
sufficiently drained yet. It has been par-
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tiallv drained for some time and one would
have thought that the land would have sweet-
ened up by now. That has not proved to
be ,;o in the areas that were recently settled.
The 'Minister for Agriculture, the Director
of Agriculture, Dr. Simpson and other agri-
cultural advisers went over the land. Dur-
ingo this winter it was demonstrated that the
land was not drained and c-ould not he
drained under the present systemn. It haes
been asserted that the tunnel conveying the
water from Osborne Park, Njookenbooro,
and the surrounding district is not large
enough, particularly during the heavy rains.

The M.inister for Lands: That is a lay-
man's opinion against professional opinion.

Mr. M3ILLINOTON: I said that it was
alleged to be so. I do not think that the
surveyors deny the fact. I asked them if it
wvere so, aiid they did not deny the statement
that the wvater banks up during the period
of heavy rains. if that is so, it means that,
there being a lflft. fall from Osborne Park,
that water, when it reaches the level part,
banks up and cannot get away, with the
result that the holdings in the ,wamp areas
are flooded. That difficulty may be over-
come. The settlers have been asked to pay
£1 a week for their holdings; and, in addi-
tion, they are expected to make a living.
I was interested in the suggestion advanced
by the m1ember for Swan ('Mr. Sampson)
regarding- the establishment of small hold-
ings. We have always supported that idea
and I think the tsvstein will have to be cde-
veloped, lflirtidnlnirly in the coastal areas.
Entcouragement will be lent to such a pro-
position when people become interested in
making a living rather than in making
money. It is surprising what a small area
of land will produce if properly cultivated.
Even those who work for -wages would find
encouragement in the development of small
hjoldings , for it would help them to produce
something for themselves when they were
out of einploymient. The Herdsman's Lake
blocks are suitable for that purpose. The
dfifficulty is that we cannot find muen with
sufficient money to participate in the scheme
and evenm with the long termst prodided, the
s;ettlers, seecwg that they have to pay £1 a
week, expect to he able to make a living for
themselves and their families straight away.
I do not know of any swamp land that will
become productive immediately. The diffi-
c-ulty of the settlers there arise., from the

fact that they were put on their holdings
during the winter and they expected to be
able to grow something for themselves,
whereasR it has been practically impossible to
do so. The result is that nearly all the set-
tlers are in difficulties and I think consid-
eration %should he extended to them along the
lines of conditional purchase terms, under
which. no rent is charged for the first five
years. During that period the settlers
would have ain opportunity to make their
holdings productive. The clearing of rushies
is expensive and I am told that in places it
costs fromi £10 to 420 an acre to get the
rushes completely out of the soil. We have
initerviewed the M1%inister on many occasions
but he takes the view that it is not a land
settlement scheme. lIf that is so, there is no
neced for the Government to give the settler
five acres. One acre would be sufficient for
a nian to enable him to go in for pigs and
poultry. I know of a, block of 2.A acres that
keeps two men fully occupied throughout
the year. It is most productive swamp land.
In those circumstances, with five acres a
settler should have sufficient land to main-
tain himself and hit; family in reas-
onable comfort, but the fact remains
that those who are settled there
21ow have reached the stage at which
they cannot possibly pay their way.
I have been endeavouring to get considera-
tion from the department, but for some
reason this laud settlement scheme is under
the Workers' Homes Board, who know
nothing about land settlement or the diffi-
culties of those en~gaged in its early stages.
I quite agree it is only right the WVorker'
Homes Board should attend to all matters
respecting the homes and collecting the
mney, but surely it is for the Lands De-
partment to deal with all the problems
arising from land settlement. When one
settles on the laud in any kind of primary
production and enters into competition, he
gets up against all sorts of difficulties, and
it requires officials who have had experi-
ence of land settlement to deal with the
situation. However, I amn not dictating
to the Government ai to which department
should adnister the settlement, but I
say that for the time being, until that lend
sweetens up, every consideration should be
shown to any settler prepared to go there
and knock the land into shape;' at all
eveipts, he should hare consideration in
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point of his rent for at least the first 12
months. I emu not saying anything about
the rent of the cottage; it would be quite
right to charge him rent for his cottage,
but the settler should be given at least 12
months' exemption from his, land rents in
order that he might have opportunity to
make the land productive.

Mr. 'Marshall:- Then why charge him)
rent for his house?

Mr. "NILLINOTON: Whatever the rea-
son for charging him rent for a small cot-
tage, the difficulty is that he has to pay
interest and sinking fund on land worth
£350 until it becomes productive. As for
the class of settler, I think that if a prettyv
good type had been chosen all round, every
one of the blocks would have been settled.
One man out there is conivinced that it is
impossible to get a living in the inimediale
future. And that man, let me qay, has
been the champion wheatgrowcr of the
State. He is a returned soldier and as a
wheatgroinier he w-ts ~the outstanding ex-
ample of all his district. Yet he says he
cannot make a living for his wife andl fanily
on that swamp land. Others out there,
first-class workmen, take the same view.
T told them I would do what I could for
them, and would state their ease publicly,
but I can see nothing for it except the
giving of every consideration to those
peopl e until it is possible for them to make
their land productive. I think I shall get
consideration for those settlers, lbce:iuseV
neither the 'Minister nor any official could
foresee this difficulty; they were not aware
of the salinity in the soil nor that the land
was not properly drained. 'Now that both
these defects have been demonstrated, there
should be a reconsideration of policy re-
g arding that settlement, and also, I hope,
an extension of the settlement. F'or since
we have the lake, the only thing to do is to
make the best we can of a bad bargain and
encourage the people to develop the land.
If that land be made productive in the
years to come, the settlers will have done
good work for themselves and for Western
Australia alike. I promised I would do
my best to see that those settlers should
have every consideration. I believe that
in several instances they would be able to
pay part of their rent; but if it is insisted
upon that they shall pay all the rent, it
means that those who have gone there and
put good work into their holdings will be

tuirned out, and others installed in their
places. At present, the only settlers who
can manage to mnuke good are those that
have outside employment. I wvant to s;e
settlers there who will devote their whole
time to the development ot their holdings
and the bringing of them into full produc-
tion. We have there a settlement where no
railways are required, nor any expensive
roads.

The M1inister for Lands: [1 beg your
par'don!

Mr. MIIMAIN(TON: The road around
the lake is lnt tin expensive one; it is onl~y
an ordinary' limestone road.

The M1inister for Lands: You know what
they have cost?

IN r. M11ILNGTONT: Yes, and I know
also what the roads and railways in out-
lying- districts have cost. The land at
Herdsmian'-s Lake is perfectly good, onice
it is sweetened. So, too, with all the swamip
lands in the mietropolitan area. Fronmls
thanl a square rule of land at Osborne Park
there is taken eaclh year £00,000 worth of
produce. It shows what can be done with
swamp lands. But there is any amount of
work entailed, and one requires to have plenty
of experience alid knowledge. Therefore the
Minister should display a little lpatience, and
instead of demanding his pound of flesh now,

shudgive every encouragement to those
p~repared to work these swramp lanids so that
they may make hiomes for themselves in the
innuediate vicinity of thle Perth market. The
qjuestion Of agriculure has already been
touched upon. I think our big problemn
lies in the betterment of our methods in
respect of produetionl rather than in the laud
settlement policy which was so essential in
tiunes past. Largely the land is now settled,
and the problem we have to face is the juan-
ner iun which we use the lands of the State.
I amn looking to members opposite to discuss
the problems of agrieultuire, and the keen
competition to which wve are subjected in
respect of wheat, wool and all primary pro-
ducts. T want to see that question intelli-
gntly tackled by' the experts of the Agricul-

tural Department, coupled with the lpractical
knowledge of the agriculturists throughout
the State. I hope there will he that co-
operation in future, for by that means I be-.
hiere our methods can still be improved and
that our mnain object in respect of agriculture
should be progress in that direction.
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MR. BROWN (Pingelly) [8.40]: 1 de-
sire to say a few words on this subject,
particularly in reference to the Lake Car-
inody settlers. North Lake Carmody and
part of South Lake Carmody are in my
electorate. I had an opportunity of looking
at the map and seeing the number of blocks
condemned on account of salinity in the soil,
something like 50pecetofhm.Aa

mater f fctnearly every block was to
some extent affected. I am not going to
criticise Dr. Tenkle, because it would be
foolish for me to have an opinion in opposi-
tion to that of a scientist. But I should like
to recall how that settlement took place. It
was in the time of the previous Government,
when money was vecry plentiful. The British
Government mnade available to Australia
some £30,000,000 for the settlement of virgin
counitry.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: We did not get it.,
vonl know.

Mr. BROWN: We got a lot of it. West-
era Australia bad the largest percentage of
virgin country in Australia, and so the Mfin-
ister for Lands requested the British Gov-
ernment to see that WVestern Australia should
get its fair share of the mtoney. But when
the depression fell upon us, where was our
country, the land we had at Lake Carmody
and from there to Forrestanlia? Years ago
I had the privilege of meeting 'Mr. Banks
Amery, M.%r. Gini aad other members of th
Migrattionl Commnission. I m1et them two or
three times out at Kondinin, and stressed
upon them that the land wve had available
was at Lake Carmody and Forrestania. 'Mr.
Baniks Ameryv went through the district and
wvas greatly impressed with the quality of
tlhe soil. Such a difficulty as salinity of thle
soil did not arise: we never dreamnt that the
heautiful-looking country was impregnated
with -,alt. -As the result of the redistriba-
tion of seats, this district was taken into the
Pingelly electorate, and so it became iny
dulty to go out through the settlement. I
(lid so 18 itiouths ago, and all the farmers I
mnet were living in hopes of making their
homnes there, and were well satisfied. They
were thea getting a certain amount of money
for development purposes. The ground was
aill virgin, the timiber was al] green, and so
it took a little time before they had their
land ready for cultivation. I think last year
was thle first ill which thex' had a fair
area in crop). The returi were very
good indeed. MNany of the farmers told

ate they had got a six-bag average, and ini
a few instances I was told it was up to
eight bags. One of those blocks which gave
cli eight-bag return last year now stands
condemned, although I hare it on good auth-
ority that the existing- crop onl that block is
q.uite as good as lest year's crop.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Are you prepared
to certify the eight-bag crop?

M1r. BROWN: No. I know of it only
fioat letters I have received. I rio not know
whether the money that was supplied for
development purposes was made available
through the Agricultural Bank: I do not
know wbat amount of British money was
spent in that settlement, but, if there was
any so spent, I imiagine it was secured at
a very cheap rate. Only a few weeks aqo,
when first it became known that Dr. Teakie
had condemned a majority of the blocks in
the Lak,-e Carmody district, a deputation was
sent up to Perth. I introduced that depu-
tation to the managing trustee of the Agri-
cultural Bank, and I think eventually the
deputationists saw the M1inister for Lands
and the head of practically every depart-
ment. When that deputation returned to
Lake Carmody a meeting was held, and I
have here a letter giving the results of that
meeting. I do not know exactly how mnany
uere present, but the voting was eight to
one that aUl should go off the land. They
wvere quite perpared to forsake their im-
proveinents, provided the Government wave
themn each a block in an area -not more than
15 miles from a railway. The 'y realised
that if there should be only a fewv settlers
left, they would be unlikely ever to get a
railway. Some of them are 55 miles out
from the railway, and they appreciate that
with only a settler here and there it wvould
he impossible for anly Government to build
a railway out to the settlement. They ask
-what on earth have they to remain for. As
I mentioned the other night., one man with
a young family said, "Do you think it is
fair for me to leave my wrife and family
isolated 50 miles from a railway? No. I
would like to be moved to a block in a more
settled area closer to a railway." The Agri-
cultural Bank authorities are pre-pared to
transfer all those settlers wh0o so desire to
an abandoned or repossessed block. Many
settlers had capital when they went to the
Lake Carmody district. One man told me
hie hod spent £900 of his own mnoney,! an-
other over £1,000, and I think the majority
hav-e spent a considerable amount of their
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own money. In addition a certain amount
of Government money has been expended.
I do not know how much it is, but I haJve
heard it suggested as being- in the vicinity
of £600,000. W"hen the settlers are trans-
ferred to other blocks, will they receive any
compensation for the money they have spent,
or will they be allowed only' the amount
advanced to them by the Government 9  If
they are to be placed oil abandoned blocks,
it has to be remembered that most aban-
doned blocks carry a considerable liability.
The Managing Trustee of the Agricultural
Bank informed me that such blocks would
be valued in accordance with present condi-
tions. I suppose the land would now be
worth £1 an. acre as against £2 three years
ago. if that is not done and those settlers
are plac~ed on over-eapitalised blocks, how
will they be able to make a success of them?9

The Minister for Lands: I am not going
to answer that argumtent here to-night.

Mr. BROWN: The soil of Western Aus-
tralia is patchy. Possibly many of the aban-
doned blocks are of poor quality soil, and
probably were abandoned when wheat prices
were good. Only in the last 12 or 18 months
hoive prices been low.

rMr. .1. H. Smith took the Chair.]

Mr. Sleeman: They would not have been
-ib.andoned when prices were good.

Mr. BROWN: Some of themn have been
abandoned for two years. on some of
them I would not wish to see my worst
enemy settled. Some repossessed farms are
really good farms, with as much as 1,600
to 1,700 acres cleared, but they were over-
capitalised, and the holders found it im-
possible to pay interest when prices
dropped. How much wvill be written off if
the Lake Carmody settlers are placed ,m
blocks of that kind7 In the letter from!
the Lake Carmody settlers I am asked t.
find good blocks of land for them. I could
not undertake that. No man could pick a
block of land on paper. A careful inspec-
tion of the property is required by a prac-
tical man before he can form an opinion.
The Government should be prepared to write
dlown a considerable proportion of the
nmoney owing on abandoned blocks before
ptttting- other settlers on them. If a settler
took an abandoned block carrying a heavy
liability, how on earth could he be expected
to make good? It would he an impossi-
bilitv. The bank will have to be prepared

to write off large amounts before they place
the unfortunate settlers on abandoned
blocks. I have been asked repeatedly what
district I would recommend. I saw a list
of repossessed blocks that had been sup-
plied to a member of the deputation, and
they were scattered all over the wheat belt.
I have been told that some of the Lake Car-
mody settlers may be sent to Lake Brow,,
where the salt is already hindering the
farmers.

The Minister for Lands: That is your
best authority, is it?

Mr. BROWN: Yes. Perhaps the Minister
would be surprised if I told him my au-
thority. It was the Minister for Works.

The Minister for Lands: Did he say he
was going to sead the Lake Carmody settlers
there?

Mr. BROWN: No, but that is where the
condemned blocks are.

Mr. Hegney called attention to the state
of the Committee. Quorum formed.

Mr. BROWN: The Minister for Works
did not tell me that the Government in-
tended to send settlers to the Lake Brown
district, but unfortunately sonhe of the avail-
able blocks there are within 15 miles of a
railway, and may be in possession of the
Agricultural Bank. The Government wiltI
need to be careful where they send the
settlers who abandon their holdings in the
Lake Carmnody district Another point is
that we cannot afford to delay. Those
settlers have to take their crops off. They
will then have to be moved to another block,
which will take a considerable time. What
will be the state of the new block? Will it
he under fallow? Will it be possible to pat
in a crop straight away? Will the hank be
prepared to grant sustenance and a certain
amount of money to enable the settlers to
carry on? It is the policy of the bank not
to advance money on other than followed
land. If the Lake Carnody settlers are to
be moved to repossessed blocks, there will
be no fallow, and how long will the settlers
bo on the new blocks before they get any
return? Those points must be considera.?]
If they could only remain where they are,
they have means of getting some return, b-
cause nearly every one of the condemned'
blocks in the Lake Carmody district has
fallowed land. Those men have been fal-
lowing all the time. Many of the blocks
have 300 or 400 acres of crop, ahd it was
only recently that the bombshell came noti-
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Lying them that Dr. Teakle had made an
analysis of the soil and had condemned the
blocks. The matter is indeed serious. If
the salt is too had to enable crops to be
produced, the sooner settlers are removed
from the affected districts the better. A
peculiar fact is that the settlers south of
Lake Carmody, right away in the direction
of Lake Camm. and Lake King, are not de-
sirous of leaving their holdings. I agree
with the member for Canning (MNr. Wells)
that the mien %rho went there with the idea
ot making homes are perfectly satisfied pro-
vided the Government give them the assist-
unce they reqluire and build a railway witain
a reasonable time. I remember when Mr.
Raukes Amery and Mr. Gunn were here it
was stated to be part of the scheme that at
railway should be built to the district as
quickly as possible, and I have no doubt
the settlers were induced to go out there in
the belief that a railway would be built in
the near future.

Mr. Sleeman: Bad luck for them that
anlother party came into power.

Mr. BROWN: Had the Collier Govern-
ment continued in power, they wvould not
have been in any better position to help the
settlers. In fact the ex-Minister for Lands

sttdthat any Government would he very
foolish if it proceeded along lines contrary
to the views expressed by an expert like
Dr. Teakic. T have been through the
district a good deal, and there are hundreds
of miles of cleared roads.

Mr. Wells: 2L chain wide, too.
Mr. BROWN: Yes. The Forrestania area

was said to he the largest area of first-class
land available for settlement in .Australia.
The settlement of Lake Carmiody and Lake
K'ing is only onl the fringe of it, although
it is part of the 3,500 farms scheme.

Thle 'Minister for Lands:- That is all that
is in your electorate.

Mr. BROWN: Forrestania. is just outside
my electorate. According to the advisory
board's plan, the railway was to proceed
from Hlighain Rock for 32 miles in the direc-
tion of Forrestania. If that railvay were
built-

The Minister for Lands: Is there any set-
tlement there?

Mr. BROWN: If the railway were built,
there would he settlement, but settlers are
not encouraged to go there. I am not sure
that the Forrestania land has been tested
for salt. I understand that Dr. Teakle has

tested oily those blocks onl whirl] people, are
settled. I know that the Goiernment have
no0 mon1e, an lid that thie Ag-ricultural Batik
hasq none for advancing to settlers for fenc-
ing pupss I am told that the blocks
tire not lit for settlement, and that it is,
therefore not wise to spend ainy more atnley
upon them. Thle State is likely to lose a
Ioo d deal of money. It may he that it is
possible to put tlie-,e people onl to abandoned
blocks wvhichi ate not now producing any--
thing, We hav-e to lonk to the future and
consider whether, if w-c put the settlers% on
abandoned blocks, which have been --rien
tit) by farmers who could not mnake a living
upon them, we shaqll he putting the country
to still greater expense. The matter is a
serious one. I do not think, onl top of this
r-eport, it would be advisable to allow the
settler; to remain there any longer. If there
was any indication of' a railway going- out
to the district within a few months, I be-
lieve not one of the settlers who is now ask-
ing to be removed would desire to go. T
was surprised to hear the memher for M1t.
Hawthorn say that the Minisiter for Lands
dictated terni. to tile Agricultural Batik. 1
have flex-cr found that to lbe so. T have' had
letters from settlers, sa3N ing they could not get
satisfaction fromt the banik, a ud asking mie
to appeal to the M1inister. I have done this
and he has hield the same view that I have
held, naniely, thiat such-and-such a. settler
should receive farther assistance. Ont the
matter being brought bcfore the batik the
trustees, have said, "No, the settler has had
tip to his limit and it wvould not he adivisable
to advance hint any moore money." The re-
suit hnas been that the settler has had ito
further advance. Although 1 have had the-
support of the 'Minister, in no case have 1
been able to get anything from thle hank
when the trustees have said "No," I ami
sure (lie M1inister would not like to have that
power over the hanik, whereby he could in-
duce the trustees to make further advances,
to settlers. I will give aniother instance.
A man has between 300 and 400 acres of
crop in at settled area. On one side of
him there is virgin country that is
infested with all kinds- of vermin. The
Agricultural Bank has his land as
security. When hie asked for an advance
for wire netting the bank replied, "No, you
are up to the limit, and it is not considered
advisable to advance -you any more money."
The result has been that the rabbits have
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eaten the whole of the crop. I do not think
the bank's attitude was good policy, for it
was the opinion of the trustees that the
settler had borrowed up to the limit.

The -Minister for Lands: Where is this
place?

Mr. BROWN: About 10 miles from Kunt.
The settler wvas not able to get any wire
netting, mnd lost his crop. I always thought
we. were going to have a settlement under
the .3.500 farms; scheme, and that the people;
there would be happy and contented. I
also thought they' would get every assistance
that could be supplied to them within res-

nta. All their money is now sunk in their
properties, but they are told they moust make
afresh shirt somewhere else. No member

can be content that such things should
happen. It is the wish of all that our ser-
tiers should 1)e happy and contented. We
are, however, in such financial stress that
the Government cannot find the money for
wvater conservation, fencing, or the building
of a railway. If the Government have a
number of abandoned blocks on their bands
within pasy distance of a line, perhaps the
best way out of the difficulty would be to
place tliese unfortunate people on those
lbloeks. T hope the Government will assist
them to the utmost extent possible, and do
so very quicly. They need some encourage-
ment to get in a little crop next year and
make their places self -supporting.

[Mr. Angelo took the Chair.)

MR. J. I. MANN (Beverley) [9.8]: I
wish to refer particularly it the settlement
around Narembeen. There are farmers there
who have been placed 50 miles east df Nar-
embeen. I cannot see any hope for them
while they are so far from a railway.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: If they succeed,
those who are near the railway will make
fortunes.

Mr. J. I. MANNI: I had hoped it would
be possible to continue the Knrlzarin line, so
that transport facilities could be biroughlt
nearer to these settlers. The Minister for
Lands knows this country Aveil. It is a fine
beIl I hope be will try to provide some
assistance for these people. If it is not
p.ossible to give railway facilities, I hope
the Government will consider giving a bonus
on wheat carting. The settlers have re-
mained there this year in an endeavour to
wake good, and I hope some assistance will
be given along the lines I hove indicated.

MR. DONEY (Williams - Narrogin)
(93.10] : The member for Yiigarn told us it
was absolutely essential we should fix upon
someone the responsibility for the settlement
of the salt-infected portions of the area com-
prised in the 3,500 farms scheme. I do not
see things in that way. It seems futile to
waste time trying to fix the blame upon
someone. That will not provide a solution
of the problem. Even if we do fix the
blame, the trouble remains untouched and
uninfluenced. Nor is it necessary to secure
airy victoryv for any particular point of view.
Whlat is. 'material is that we prevent any
calamity from happening in this area. It
would be a calamity to take these people
awa -y from that part of the State unless
there is somec real necessity for so doing.
It would also be a calamity to permit them
to go on if the future is as black as Dr.
Teakle paints it. Tire doctor may bea right
and lie may be wrong. I think he is wrong.
He certainly has thre support of a brother
professor. No doubt if lie put his ease be-
fore a number of scientists, lie might have
the whole gathering wvith him, but he is
unable to convince a gathering of farmers.
It seems to be n question or theory versus
practice. Myexperienrce is that in suchr
eases practice wins. If Dr. leamkle is correct
in his statement, there exists flo proof of it.
Only the future can show wihether his state-
mneat is correct or not.

The Minister for Lands: Look at Lake
Brown.

Mr. DONEY: There is at imaterial differ-
ence Ibetween the two centres. 1 am speak-
ing to-night because during the afternoon
I met in the city a committee of five or six
men representing the settlers in the Lakes
King and Cammn districts. It is right that
their viewpoints should hd considered. They
furmished rue with a lot of interesting data
and quoted me tile eases of several farmers
out there. The tendency of this data is to
prove that this land, which has been con-
demned, is extremely productive. They in-
stanced the ease of a man named Cameron,
who from 100 acres last year took 760 bags
of wheat. From one lot of 20 acres he
reaped 161 bags. This lot had been con-
demed by Dr. Teakle as being unusually
salty. It would appear that this unusually
:'alty' piece of ground was more productive
than any othmer part of the holding that was
under crop. Anotbher ease w~as that of a
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'Mr, Watts. Lat 4Year, fromn new unfallowed
ground which had merely been drilled, he
obtained an average of IS hushel. A M1r.
Salter, from condeminedI lond. reaped anl
average of six bags to the acre. A Captain
Carter this year has at standing crop which
looks likely to go six bags to the acre. This
also is condemned hind1(. 1 can understand
there inny he a difference of opinion :t- In
the crops, hut I maintain there is no rounm
for mistakes in regard to darns. I believ
that in this illea nol dami put down with
Agricultural Bank money cain he stink to at
depth of less thtan U1 feet. There is the case
of the dam sunk onl Mr. Shield's farni, inl
supposedly saline soil. Thle water is, how-
ever, fresh. l believe that nearl ,y all thle
settlers iii the nmea have diams. The infor-
mation supp~lied to me shows that these( vary
in depth from 11 to 14 feet. In only one
case is there a salt data, and that is salt
because the settler was stupid enough to
.Jnk it in a salt pan.

Mr. Wells: That is uived for s, wiiummilig.
Mfr. DON KY: I do not think it is possible

to find i any other part of the State such
a large proportion of freshwater dams as is
seen in this district, where the percentage of
salinity in the soil is Said to be so high.
Reference was made by the Minister to the
Lake Brown district. I am told that ac-
cording to Dr. Tenkle's report that district
sihows far less salt than does the area
around Lakes King, Gamin, and Carmody.
Dlespite that fact, the salt is perceivable,
either from the colour of the soil or f rom.
its taste, or from the taste, of the water
in the dams. I am not asserting that this
is- correct, but the friends who haive given
the information are highly reputable muen;
and it is correct according to the best of
their helief, at all events. It was also
pointed out to tie by these men that in
one ease where Dir. Teakle had found un-
due salinity, there was a good crop, and
that upon this being mentioned ic, Dr.
Teakie he said, "Very good, but next year
you will find that practically no crop will
be got from the same soil." That "next
year" is the current year; and I say that
in this current year there is a finer crop on
that land than there was last year. The
land is in the Lake King area. I wonder,
and I should like the M2%inister to inform
me, whether Dr. Teakle has ever conducted
experiments of the same nature in any
other part of the State.

MR, SAMPSON (Swan) [9.18]: 1 de-
sire to express ily appreciation of the
broad-minded attitude and the outstandin i
industry which the 'Minister has shown with
regard to lands iii the hills district. For a
long time I have endeavoured to attract
greater interest to thos~e lands, because I
ain thoroughly convinced that their utilisa-
tion is a wise and a payable proposition.
I am grateful to thle M1inister for the visits
he has paid to the district1 and I desire to
expresn my thanks- to lhiui for the pracetical
work he has done in throwing open lands;
which have beeni withheld fropm cultivation
almnost right up to the resent.

1Mr. Sleenlant: Whervabonts? la-
inunda. ?

Kr, KA11 I'SON: This is in view of niv
belief that one way, and the best way, out
of our present difficulties is the provision
of smiall allotments of land which can be
cultivated intensely. The 'Minister is, in
illy opinion, doing the wisest possible thing.
To-night we have heard at long story re-
ga-rding the disabilities which wheat-
growers, and mnen engaged in other 5ia
of cultivation, have to face; but we cani
take heart of --race and enjoy encourage-
ment from the knowledge that the people
in the hills district are relatively better off
to-day than, has e'er been the case before.
T do not mean to say that they are posi-
tively better off than they have been pre-
viously, but relatively, ini -omnparison with
people engaged iil the cultivation of wheat.
Therefore I hope the -Minister will continue
to carry out the poliey of throwing open
those lands, and in fact extend that policy.
I welcomne this opportunity of expressing
mjy apreciation of the efforts he has made.

Mr. Sleenian drew attention to the state
or' the Committee.

Bells rung- and a quorum formed.

HON. A. MeCALLUM (South Freumautle
[9.231 : I shall not intensify' the depressing
tone of this debate. There has been a re-
cital of a succession of failures in land
-ettlemlent. I was wondering what a casual
visitor1 drifting inito this Chamiber, would
think of the prospect of the country in thet
light of the information furnished ont thi
portion of the Estimates. I Wish to offer
at few remarks oil tile Minister's statemnents4
recgarding small. holdings, around the niet-
ropolis. He disiyised tlie proposition is
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Riot worth encouraging in view of the fact
that market gardening is not a payable in-
dustry at the moment. I Agree with him
that at present market gardening does not
pay; hut as regards putting families onl
smnall holdings around the metropolis, their
entering into the market gardening business
is; not essential. Large numbers of men
working in the metropolitan area are on.
part time, and not getting enough money to
keep their homes or rear their families. If
they were put on allotments whfere they
could grow enough to help to keep the homne
goig, and, what is equally, important, keep
the youths of their families occupied, great
good would result. Shortly After entering
this.- Chamber T brought forward a scheme
Lwi giving additional employment to the
large number of casual labourers at ouir
ports. I regret that during the six years
we -were in oltice I was uable to bring that
proposal to fruition. The previous Gov-
ernment: tried onl three occasions to get anl
adequate Closer Settlement Bill passed.
The measure got through only towards the
end of our term, and only in a ntiodifi.'d
form : and then we could not secure suit-
able land handy to the ports. At this
moment, however, there is a chance of such
land being obtained. I desire to point out
to the Minister that there are now ov-er
2.000 men looking for work o21 the water-
front, and that there is not enough emnploy-
wnt fur a fourth of thait number. Thus

I he labour of About 1,500 men is being lost
to the country' . The great majority of those
men have families. Numbers of them have
sons now at the adolescent stage and out of
work. Those young mien are living in the
town, and we all know what that means to
a young man without employment. In any'
ea-se, the timec of those youths is being idled
away. I suggest that the fathers of families
could bie settled onl blocks of about five acres;
with a permanent wrater supply. There is
country available that will grow anything.
Not only would they be able to grow enough
to keep up their hiomec,, but employmeni
would be found for the youths, and a liking-
developed in them for cultivation of the
soil. They would also gain an insight in-o
some parts. of the dairying industry. The
p~roposal, if carried out, would make a won1-
derful improvement in the whole domiestic-
life of the families. While ire were in office
we approached the Commonwealth Govern-
moont with a view to their parting with the

land they had resumned for the Henderson
N2aval Base. I opened the matter up with
the Federal Government when I was in Mel-
bourne, and corresponded with them on the
subject Inter. T have visited Canberra and]
Sydney twice since last Christmas, and on
each occasion have broached the issue to
the Commounweulthi Government. I think
that if the present Government re-opened
the issue, they would have a good chance of
securing the land. The Commonwealth re-
sumned land from Fremantle to Spearwood,
Cooge and Point Peron, including Garden
Island. Families could be settled on the
beautiful tuart country Adjacent to Spear-
wood and Coogee. The district has a regu-
lar bus service.

The Minister for Lands: And there is a
wrood road.

Hon. A. 31cCALLUM: Yes. There is
also a taxi service, and schools and other re-
quirements are already provided, Some of
the finest gardens. inl the State are in that
area. With the transport facilities avail-
able, the settlers could get. into work At the
port when required, and return to their
honies inl the evening. When not at work.
they could rnii onl their blocks and en-
w-amo in developmental operations. They
could go in ho' f-ruit, pigs, poultry, veget-
able,, and k eep a cow or two. There h~re
many side-lines that could be developedj
nd they would prove of econoic value to
the settlers and to the State). while, at the
Sanile timle, they would provide the young
inen of the family with some oceupatiun at
a. time when there is little hope of employ-
mieat for them. I hope the Minister will
take this matter up wvith the Commonwealth
Government. All idea of establishing the
naIval base there ha,, been abndoned. Why,
therefore, should such a stretch of country
he held idle? A number of fine orchards
were established there when the Counmon-
wealth resumned the area. Some of thein are
held under lease still, but a number of the
orchards were neglected and have gone back
nearly to a state of nature. There is a lot
of virgini countr 'y that can he tlhrowvn open,
and there isi an unlimited supply% of mangnifi-
cent water available at shallow depth. The,
soil is goodI and the locality is handy to the
port. Everything is in its, favour. T amH
gWiven to understand that if representations
were made to the Comnmonwealtlh at the
present juncture, there is every possibility
thant the State would he able to secure the
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land at a reasonable figure. It will not need
much money to inaugurate the scheme I have
propounded. Hlouses could he provided
some-what similar tol those erected on thle
Peel Estate. I understand a number of thema
are still available, and they should be utsed.
ALl the fencing posts necessary could 1)e oh-
tainied on the blocks, anti a 5-v.ire boundary
fence would lie all that would be required.
A well would have to be sunk and all the
rest otf the developmntal work would re-
solve itself into mere manual labour. The
great bulk of the men who would be affected
in the Fremnantle district, are employed on
casual labour, and instead of being idle when
they were out of work, the scheme I bav44
outlined would enable them to engage in
productive effort instead of remaining idle.
In addition to that., as I have pointed out, it
would provide profitable occupation for the
sons who then would not hare to put in their
time as they are unfortunately compelled to
do at the moment. The land was resumed
by the Conimonwvealth Government very
cheaply, and I think if rep~resentations were
made to them, the State could secure it at a
nominal figure. It is hard to conceive any
reason for which the Commonwealth would4
require to retain the area now that the naval
base has berm abandoned. Many hundreds
of families could be established there. I
want the Minister to understand that I amn
not advancing this proposal with the idea of
the inen engaging in market gardening. All
1 suggest is a means by which men casually
employed on the waterfront would have an
opportunity of dleveloping a holding during
the period they were out of work. I was
interested when. abroad to find that, although
I had no idea any such scheme was im opera-
tion, it is actually an established fact in H1ol-
land and other parts of Europe where, when
a port is busy, the services of these men are.

available. Then in slack periods they are
otherwise linofltajhly engag-ed. During the
PaAt two 'Years, I do not think the 2,000
w.aters;i dc workers at Fremanatle have aver-
aged £2 a wreek. The great hulk of themn
would not have averaged 30.N. a week. It is;
donubtful whether there is work available to
keel) 'tue-fourth of them, fully elmployed
throughout the year. I hope the Mtinister
will take up this mnatter wvith the Coninon-
wrealth andu if lie should succeed in coming
to termns, it should nlot be difficult to arraaL'e
a schemie that would result. in the develo p-
mnt of the area I refer to.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
C. G. Lathani-York-in reply) [9.37]: 1
t'iank hon. members for the manner in which
they have received the Lands Estimates.
With regard to the suggestion advanced by
the inember for 'South Fremantle (Bon. A.
3lr('allumi). I had no idea there was any
poss-ibility of the State Government secur-
ingz the land hie has referred to. Had we
been aware of the fact, the position would
lhave been investigated. I can assure him
thiat the mnatter will receive attention. I
want to clear up any misunderstanding that
may have arisen from my remarks regarding
small blocks f or men on casual labour. 1
wranted to correct an impression that it was
possible for men so settled to go in for
market gardening. It is not possible to get
a market for all their produce. The sug-
gestion advanced by the member for South
Fremnantle i., a totally different proposition
altogether. That is an ideal system, and
tIhc scheme propounded by the hon. member
is one to which I will give every assistance
possible. I have been through that part of
the Fremnantle district on several occasions
and I believe that we could produce there
all the onions wve require for piekling, It
is necessary to have a special variety of
onion for pickling, and the country there
appears to be ideal for that purpose. At
pryeselit, if the best onions are required for
pickling, they have to be imported, and this
scheme seems to me to open up anl avenue-
for industry. I can assure the hon. member
that the matter will hie taken up at once
with the Commnonwealth authorities,. T want
to correct a statement made by the member
for Willianis-Narrogin (Mr. Donev). He
said that he had received information re-
garding Dr. Teakle's report on Lake Brown.
'No ollicial report has been received by the
department. I cannot vouch for the relia-
biility or the information that has reached
the lhon. mnember, because ire have not had
that information ourselves. The member for
Beverley (M.Nr. J. I. 'Mann) referred to the
bonus on wheat. Thme Government did agree
tt pay the farmners, in the area he referred
to a bIonus of 41xd. a mile on wheat carted
21 miles or mnure from a railway. That
question is now receiving the consideration
of the Treasurer, and I hope that some
arrangetnent will lie made so that in all
probahility we will pay some such bonus4 on
a heat carted over distances of 15 mile;.
Tha1 t will serve to encourage farmer,. to cart
their wheat. The member for Pingelly (Mr.
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Browni) dealt with a number of matters,
but I am afraid he has not as full a know-
ledge of the subjects he dealt with as he
ought to have. I cannot understand for
one moment the hon. member thinking that
wi- would send an expert to Lake Brown
to make an analysis of the soil, and before
lie had conceluded his work. send( ii) there
from another area, because there was a sug-
gestion that there was. too much alkali in
the district from which they had been taken.
T hope the hon. member has some idea of
the intelligence of departmental officer.
They would be responsible for actions such
as he suggested, and I certainly hope that
sneb things as lie indicated are not likely
to take place. As a matter of fact, since
we found out that there was some element
of danger inl the area he dealt with, no lan-l
has been made available for selection. Al-
though the hon. member himself has brought
pressure to bear upon the authorities tip
release land there, I want bins to bear ~in
mindl that, had it not been that I took the
necessary precautions to prevent anythingr
of the sort happening, we would now have
additional settlers in the areas concerning
-which difficulties have arisen. The hon. mnem-
her has evidently been to the Agricultural
'Bank and obtained reliable information as
to what it is intended to do. It is proposed
to take the settlers off their holdings if they
desire to leave them-we shall not force them
off their blocks--and place them on other
blocks that will be revalued. T hope thait
mnen who will avail themselves of that oppor-
tunity will have sufficient business know-
ledge to know whether they will be better
off on the blocks to which they may be trans-
ferred, and that we shall not have the
spectacle later on of those men finding that
the blocks they liare taken up are not profit-
2hble propositions, and members of Parlia-
mlent approaching Ministers with requests
to take the settlers off the land, If that
shouild happen, they will get little support
f rominn. Farmers should knowv the value of
land, and if they take uip fresh blocks that
are revalued, the figure arrived at should be
reasonable, because land values are lower to-
day than I would care to mention to hon.
mnenibers. If we do transfer men from their
present holdings to others, it will be with
the intention of enaIbling- thein to re-
habilitate themselves. We certainly do
not desire to shift a settler from
one block to another where hie will
be no helter off than lie was before. I re-

g&ret that it is true that some men on farm
could not make a living- there at all, just
ats inl other occupations we find men who are
equally unisucces sful. Personally, I w$isht
Parliament had long- ago pa-s&1 anl Act of
Parliament to prohihit meimbers of Parlia-
meat aiid M1inisters using political influence
writh departmental officers. If a man 'S 1)051
tion is fairly --tated to departmental officers,
even, consideration will he given him. There
is nto necessity for political pressure, more11
particularly because officers, inl the face of
such pressure, are at times apt to do things
that they would not agree to ill normal eir-
eumstances. When I look beck over the
few years I ha.ve been1 inl thi's House, I wish
that we had passed an Act, similar to that
applying to the Commissioner of Railways,
under which members would not be allowed
to go to the 'Ministers, and officials with comi-
])faults.

'Mr. Marshall. But they should be able to
come here and state their case.

The -MINISTER FOR LANDS: T have
no objection to that, but they go to depart-
mental officers and put up at ease, and some-
times the iaformnation given is not reliable,
ailthough tile good faith in 'which it is given
is unquestionable. The member for Nelson
(Mr. J. H. Smith) declared that I said I
was not iin fav-our or tile eoiustrudion of thle
Cranbrook-Boyup Brook railway. I did not
make that statement. W"hat I said was that,
until sonic adjustment of area was made
We Would ]Lot be Justified inl building- tile

railwa y. We had a classification mnade of
the land along thle rouite and it revealed
What a1Vl F1111 sm ltC araOf lauld is beiag
used there.

Mr. J1. H. Smuith: You do not deny the
advisory hoard's report?

The MAINISTER FOR I4ANDS: I have
not even uquestioned it. But there is nIo
doubt that as sOon as the Mill anthorising
the construction of thle railway passed this
House, all the land that eould be selected
alonig the route wa-, selected. Were it not
for a forestrv rose! ye down there0, I doubt
Whether there would Ile any Crown land
available within 1.5 mniles of the linie. We
tarLe had a. classification nu1ide Of thle alienl-
tcd. land, and have asked the holders. of that

laud] whether they were prcepared to returni
it to the Goverinment, and at what pi ice.
But we ate not going to enhance the value
of the laudl hr building flue railway mid then
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attempt to repurchase the flnd. Somew of
those 3.OO-aere ;end 4,IlOO-aere properties
have only 15(1 aes leaved. and the
rest wilt not lie cleared for generations to
come. If we are to iapend a lot of public
mone '- there, at least we shi mld Nc aile to
place a lot more settlers in the district so
as to make traffic for the railway.

Mr. J. H. Smith: But already you have
ian Act under which von could repurchasse
the land.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: But it is
a most cumbersome process, trying to put
that Act into operation. The IDeputy Leader
of the Opposition knows that.

FHon. A. McCallum: Yes, it is impossible.
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The

Premier when lpreviously in office intro-
duced legislation that would have been
more effective, but it was thrown out by
another place. Not very long ago the mem-
ber for Nelsoin introduced] a deputation to
me, in the absence of the Premier. I then
said that the Cranbrook-Boyup Brook line
would be the first to be constructed, but
that primarily we would want information
as to the land down there and the price at
which it would be available to us. The
liability existing on a lot of that land
would make it quite practicable for the
holders to release at least portion of their
holdings.

Mir. J. 1I. Smith: But those settlers must
have railwayv facilities.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Of
course they maust. The hon. member told
the House that hie could place 5,000 men
from Pinjarra south. But if we cannot
get the money to buy this land between
Craulirook anjd Bo 'vul) Brook, how are,( we
to find money for the purchase of land
fromt Pinjarra south?7 Only reeently we
haed certain land along that route offered
to uts, but the cheapest holding wvas offered
at C 5sq. per se, and that for unimproved
land. We cannot place men onl land at that
figure. if we are to buy land at a high
value and expect men to make a living off
it b~esides improving it, then suchl land call
onlyv be sold to men wvho have capital.

Mir. JI. H. Smith: Hundreds of people
who want to go0 on the Ian d do not require
financial assistance.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It' the
hon. member will introduce them to nip I
call find land for them at fromt £2 to £3 pe

acre, freehold land about the capabilities
of which there is no room for doubt.

-lir..T. H. Smith: Hut they all want to
go oin Crown lands.

The MINISTER FOR LAYIIS: That is
the trouble. We do not seem to be able
to 'atistv all tho-e that want Crown land,
in the South-West.

MrIt. J. Hi. Smith: You are not making
any effort to satisfy them.

The MIMISTER FOR LANDS: The
lion. member is now going back to his pet
subject of the relative claims of the Lands
lDepartmnt and the Forests lDepartment.

Mr. J1. H. Smith: Well, you should make
a classification of the country.

The 'MINISTER FORl LANDS: I can-
not bring down a Bill dispossessing the
Conservator of Forests of all the timber
land lie holds uinder statutory powers. The
timber in this country is of great value,
and I would not be carrying out my responl-
sibility to the people of the State if I did
not work for my colleague in trying to con-
serve to the people their timber rights.
There are, in this State, many persons who
are qluite prepared to select all our for-
estry land with a view to taking off the
timbier and leaving the land. We are not
voing to permit that.

Mr. J. H. Smith: You have not much
knowledge of the South-West.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS : 'lost
of the restricted land settlement uowv
going on, is going onl in tile South-West:
and it will continue, but it will be done on
pretty sound lines. The hon. member
brought a juan to see me at Pemiberton the
other day. He knows that the Forests Dle-
partnent have been elenring up that land
with a view to releasing it for agricultural
purposes.

Air. J. H. Smith: I did not know it then.
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: WYell,

the hon. member knows it now. If he canl
bring along ainy Juan who knows of timber
country well worth releasing for agricul-
tural purposes, I am sure it will be re-
leased. The member for Canning (Mr.
Wells) dealing with the lake country, read
a letter from a gentleman in that area
whom I esteem very mouch. But let me tell
the House that Ijr. Teakie was not in-
structed to go out and report on that land
with a view to condemning it. The very
gentleman who wrote that letter was pre-
.sent at a meeting at Lake King-, and I was
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not aware that Dr. Teakie was at the meet-
ing, I told that gentleman definitely that
the Government had sent out their profes-
sional officer to advise them, but not to be
like same professional men who are very
pleased when they find something they are
looking for. What we desired Dr. Tenkle
to look for was good land, not salty land.
I believe the report Dr. Teakie submitted
is a truthful report. Certainly he has the
necessary qualifications. He is a young
Western Australian who was a farmer un-
til he went to the University. From the
University hie went to America, where he
studied further. Down in the Californian
area, at Sacramento Valley1 -where they
have great difficulties owing to salt and
chemical deposits in the soil, he gained quite
a lot of experience. Long before I knew
who he wat; lie told me of his experiene4,
and what gypsum was, doing to rid the land
of deleterious chemical actions. I myself
know of a farm which has been worked for
20 years. Two years ago it developed large
salt patches. It has a freshwater darn
within half a mile of where the salt patcoes
developed, hut it will not row one hit of
hterbage to-day. So when these scientists
give us advice, we ought to beware of spend-
ing money foolishly in keeping men out
there. I have no doubt we can place them
near a railway, wvith great advantage to the
State. The member for Yilgarn-Coolgardie
(Mr. Corboy) made some wild and reckless
statements: to-day. He led the Com-
mittee to believe we wxere going to send
a man out and cause all sorts of trouble to
those people. Actually we picked out a
senior officer who knew how to handle men.
After all, if there Are two properties to be
amalgamated, the most reasonable thing to
do is to get the two settlers together and let
them try to arrange between tliemselve i
which is to go and which is to remain. I
niu sure if they coald not settle it any other
way they would draw lots for it, or get out
of it somehow. But for an officer to say to
one of them, "You have to go," would set
uip in both settlers resentment against the
officer. Every man on his holding who re-
qunires financial assistance to enable him to
stay on his farm and take off his crop is
getting that assistance. I want to refute
the statement made by the lion. member that
wie are cutting off the financial supplies to
those men. The statement is not true or, if
illis, it is due to the fault of those men them-

selves. What I am sorry for is that if the
mnoney had been available to build the rail-
way there would not have been so much
niotice taken of the first discovery of salt at
Salmon Gums. But the people of the Stare
have a responsibility to the people there,
and the British Government and the Corn-
iuoawealth Government share that responsi-
bility. I for one am not going to relieve
either of those Governments from their re-
sponsibility. When over in the Eastern
States, I told the Commonwealth Govern-
ment we could not release them until ar-
rangements were made to repatriate those-
people off their land, or alternatively to give
them facilities, for remaijiin. When the
officer reaches here to-morrow, we will en-
deavour to persuade him of the responsi-
bility they have under that £34,090,000
agreement to those people, and to the

people associated with them in this State.

Mr. M1ARSHALL: I move-

That progress be reported.

MKotion put and negatived.

Vote put and passed..

Vote-Immigratlion, E-9,576:

Mr. SLEEMAN: It is ridiculous that this
department should appear in the Estimates.
Such a department should exist to bring
migrants to the State, and, if not for that
purpose-

The Minister for Railways: To send them
Home?

Mr. SLEEMAN: No, to collect money due
to the Government by migrants who have
tome here. There is no need for the depart-
ment to bring migrants out. We are all
agreed that for a considerable time there
will be no migration to this State. The esti-
mated revenue of the department is £177,
and to collect it the Treasurer proposes to
expend £2,576. There is not much business
acumen about that. Last year the Govern-
ment expected a revenue of £1,000 and the
actual revenue was £709. Last year trans-
port, postage and telephones were to cost
£250, and this year £300 has been provided
for those items. The department should be
abolished. If that were done, several em-
ployees would be thiown out of 'work, but
perhaps they could be absorbed in another
department.
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The Minister for Lands: The £709 is com-
mission on money collected for the Com-
monwealth Government.

Mr. SLEEMAN: Thea why not let the
Commonwealth Government do their own
collecting and save the £2,576? The money
could be put to better use if it were devoted
to returning unfortunate migrants to their
own country.

The Minister for Railways: We could not
do that. Migrants owe the money to the
Commonwealth.

Mr. SLEEMAN: We should put up a
fight against that sort of thing. Because
Bill Jones owes the Commonwealth £5 for
a fare, is it right that the State should have
to maintain him indefinitelyq

The Minister for Railways: Whether right
or wrong, it is so.

Mr. SLEEMAN: Many of the migrants
will never be ally good to the State and will
have to be maintained for the next 20 years.
Families in Fremantle have drawn from
£C300 to £400 sustenance and the fathers
have been certified unfit for any work. Are
we to continue keeping such people year
after year? The House recently carried a
motion in favour of repatriating migrants,
but the Government wore unsympathetic
and have done little towards giving effect
to the motion. However, I shall continue to
fight in the interests of the unfortunate
migrants. Quite a number of migrant fam-
ilies will coutinue to cost the Government
£120 a year until the Government can find
work for the breadwinners. I have received
letters fromn migrants not only in this State
but from all parts of Australia.

The Minister for Works: Such is fame!

Mr. SLEEMAN: I am informed that a
petition bearing 100,000 signatures is to be
sent from Victoria to the House of Com-
mons praying that stranded migrants be
returned to the Old Country. Some of the
migrants are quite satisfied to stay, but those
who want to go home and cannot get work
should be seat back by the Government. We
ought to test the feeling of the Committee to
see whether it is a business proposition to
spend all this muoney for so small a return.
I doubt whether we shall get back even £85
this year. There is not muchi evidence of
business acumen in this sort of transaction.
Unless the Minister can give me some

reasonable explanation of the figures on the
Estimates I will moeve to strike out the whole
vote.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: This is
no t a revenue-earning department.

Mr. Sleeman: Is it there to be looked at

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: We have
a responsibility towards those migrants who
have comne out here, and it is necessary to
keep a staff employed to 'earry out this
responsibility.

Mr. Sleeman: For what purpose?
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Many in-

quiries have to be answered.
.%r. Sleeman: Inquiries to go homel

The MINISTER FOR LANDS : From
people overseas. Most of the migrants have
their muail addressed to thle office. We have
to look after these people. There is also a
considerable sum owing to the Common-
wealth Government.

Mr. J. H. Smith: How many migrants
have you had in the last two years?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS : Some
camne ont in December, 1920. Those people
have to he looked after for fiwo years, and
this is the department to do it. I am glad
the passage money is owing to the Common-
wealth Government and not to the State.
Last year we received a grant from the Comn-
monwealtli as part of the salary of the
migr-ation officer. This year it has been cut
out. The officer was appointed for 18
months, and the Commonwealth recently ap-
pointed him for a further six muonths.

Mr. Sleeian: That does not lessen your
expense.

The -MINISTER FOR LANDS: The ex-
pense has been reduced by £1,065. We re-
ceive commnission on the mioney we collect
from the migrants. They are not all hard
up, for sonie of them are engaged in busi-
ness. Last year our vote was made up by
the part payment of the salary of the migra-
tion officer, but this year the contribution
from the Commonwealth has been with-
drawvn. All inquiries as to how to get back
to England are made throug-h this depart-
ment. People also send out the passage
mnoney to enable their friends to go Home.
Everything to do with these requests has to
he verified. So soon as we cani transfer the
work to the Lands Department this will be
done. At present there are so many files
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dealing with migrants that there is no room
for them in the Lands Department.

Mr. SLEEMAN; I would not waste five
minutes over the person who had enough
mioney for his passage to England. The
Minister said that it was a breach of con-
tract to allow a migrant to leave the country.

The Minister for Lands: If a migrant has
been here for two years and owes us nothing
we cannot stop him from leaving.

Mr. SLEEMIA-N : 'Most of the migrants
have been here for more than two years, and
wilt never be able to pay anything. 'We way
have to keel) them indefinitely. It would
be mnuch more economical to send thenm hack
to England. Let the Minister Jput all the
files away with moth balls and leave them to
look after themselves. It is no use keeping
the department going merely for the sake
of bundltes of files. The State and Federal
Governments are persecut ing these mnigranits
in the effort to squeeze money out of them
as soon as it is earned. I am sure that every
member of Cabinet realises it is a sounder
proposition to send these people back
than allow them. to live hero under half-
starved conditions. No good purpose can
be served by retaining this department.

Mr. MARSHALL: The Minister sayvi
that a certain gentleman--delegated, I as-
sume, by the Federal Government-is to
arrive here to-morrow for the purpose of
negotiating with the State M1inistry the
breaking of an agreement wvhich has existed
for some time between the Commonwealth
and Western Australia. The agreement em-
bodies much that comes under the heading
of migration. The agreement provided that
we should bring out so many migrants. I
ask, if it is possible to break the agreement
in one respect, is it not possible to break
the agreement so as to permit of the return
of migrants to a place which they prefer to
this country?9 The Western Australian
Government cannot tell the migrants that
they would not he as well off in their own
country as they are here. Let the migrants
choose for themselves. We have not found
them work, or happiness, or prosperity, or
comfort, or any of all the good things that
were promised them. Sonic of the migrants
are suffering hunger and are ill-clad and ill-.
housed. Since we have not fulfilled our
undertaking to them, they are at liberty to
choose to return to their home. It is not
economical to feed families perpetually at
great expense when we know from the utter-

anes of the Premier that there is no possi-
bility for years to come of providing the
mcii with work. Only recently the Premier
stated that unemployment would be -with 'us
probably for years, awing to the impossi-
bility of securing loans. It is absolutely un-
sound policy to retain people here and
merely enable them to keep body and soul
together. There is no work for them in the
summer, and most certainly there will be no
work for them next winter.

The Minister for Lands: A good many
hundreds of the migraLnts have gone Home.

Mr. MARSHALL: I am not concernedl
about those hundreds; I am concerned about
the thousands who wish to go Home. The
misrepresentations of past Governments
brought themn here. They -were told all sorts
of rubbish. In any case, the best they could
get here was hard work; and even that is
now unobtainable. It is idle to argne that
to return them would be wvrong because of
the numbers of unemployed in Britain. The
additional number would not even be no-
ticed. Migrants who wish to go back should
be allowed to do so, and it is the Govern-
ment's duty to provide the necessary facili-
ties.

Hon. A. MeCALLUML: There is a good
(deal in the argument that this departmeit
ought to he closed down. No migrants bare
been coming for about two years.

rime 'Minister for Lands: Since 1929.
lion. A. McCALLI'MI: Yet there is a

stamff of tenl clerks, whose onlyi function, ac-
cording to the Minister, is to act as debit
Collectors; for thle Commonwealth. Surely
the Minister will not argue that the State
has to keep that staff to re-direct corres-
spondenee for people who have been in
Western Australia two years or more?!

The Minister for Lands: The offier in
charge is not there now.

Hon. A. AMeCALT-jM: We are asked to
vote for this department £2,576.

The M.inister for Lands: The former
officer in charge is doing work for the Un-
employment Board. There are nine clerks
now.

Hon. A. 'MeCALLTJM: But the officer in
charge is down for £570. Migration has niot
been in active operation for two years.
What can the -staff possibly find to do? I
know that if they are left there they will
find work and build up records. Anyone
who has been in a department knows that.
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The Minister for Lands: They deal with
other matters too.

Bion. A. 'MeCALLL'M: What matters?!
The Minister for Lands: All corres-

pondence front the Old Country. There is
quite a lot of it.

Hon. A. MeCALLUM: Whfat, after the
iigrants have breen here I or twoj years)

The Minister for Lands: There are
many inquiries; about people who have
mnigrated here.

Hon, A. MeCALLUAT: Surely there is
some other method of attending to that!

The 'Minister for Lands: It would have
to be done by someone else.

Hon. A. 'MeCALLUM: What happened
when we camne hiere-? Was it necessaryv to
have police tracking Us about the country-?

The Minister for Lands: Unfortunately,
your leader! as Premier, entered into anl
agreement to look titter these people.

Deon. A. MeCALLUM1: Does the Minis-
ter say that after two years we tire to have
:t Fort of detective agncy-

The 'Minister for Lands: Well, that is
what it amounts to.

Hon. A. MeCALLUM: Tt is high time
it was stopped. I would throw the re-
sponsibility on to the Commonwealth to
collect their money. .

The Minister for Lands: But you know~
you agreed to do it. The agreement make,-
provision for that.

Hon. A. McCAL~jULXM: I do not know
that there is an agreement to that effect.
It seems anomalous to have anl Immigrra-
tion Department dealing with such mat -
ters, although it is admitted that there hasl
been no migration front Britain for two
years.

The MINISTER FO11 LANDS: I pro-
pose to take this matter up with tile officer
who iS to arrive here to-miorrow. Some
little time ago f dealt with this! and asked
the Public Service Commissioner to look
into the position as -we had an opportunity
to lease part of thle building where the'
department is housqed. Ile dlid remove a
couple, but lie said that the accoinmodation
would probably be required. I wvant to
clean up the whole matter with the officer
who will he here to-moarrow. It mnust be
realised that we lifid to carry out the terms
of the agreement that was entered into.
However, T g-ive boit, members the under-
taking that I do want to clean up the mat-
ter, and T shiall !wo into it thoroughly.

Mr. SLEEMAN: I will move that pro-
gress be reported. I think we should have
more information about this matter,

The Minister for Lands: There aire only
a few items, and then -we can get on with the
Health Estimates.

31r MALRSHLL: The 'Minister has not
given us the information we required.

The Minlister for Lands: I have promited
to clean it tip. We may not be able to do

sby next Tuesday,
Mr. MARSHALL: If we report progress

to-night, the 'Minister can go into the matter
with thle official and then we will know onl
Tuesday what has been done.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Members
should have the 'fillest opportunit 'y to dis-
cuss the items, but I cannot undertake to
deal With the matter finally by Tuesday. The
otheer may not be in a position to discuss
anyvthing with us immiediately he arrives to-
morrow. There are other things to be at-
temided to on Saturday, and Tuesday is
Cabinet day, so we may not lire a chance
to ftirther the matter then. I want to deal
with the question personally. I have given
iuy undertaking to clean up the matter.

My. SLEEMAN : Anl extraordinary posi-
tion has bean disclosed. An officer is pro-
vided for ini these Estimates, but he is not
in the department at all, beitng engaged onl
uineipi oy *vien t work. In those circumstances
tile ollicer's salaryv should be debited to uun-
employment. The Government are smother-
ing outside e~xpenses in the Immuigration
estiniates.

The Minister for Lands: Thle officer has
been loaned for unemployment work-

M.Nr. SLEEMAN : And immnigration has
been debited with his salary. I enter my
protest against such a procedure. I under-
stand an officer was transferred from the
State Impjlemnit Works and put on to other
duties.

The Alinister for Lands: 'But this orneier
is not yet been transferred.

Item-Temporary clericaql and other
assistance, including provision for payment
of temporary ollicers who niny lie appointed
to permanent positions, and 'who, when ap-
pointed, will be pidi fjoinl thi's Vote if pro-
vision is not made elsewhere, .C235

Hon. S.W. 'MINSIE: Whiat is, the ex-
planation of this item?! Apparently it is
;I geliel; it ili ir II
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The MINISTER FOR LANDS: If the
hon. member will look through any of the
Estimates for former years, he will see that
the same item has appeared regularly.

The CHAIRMAN: It is quite the usual
item.

Ron. S. W. MNunsie: It is wrong.
The -MINISTER FOR LANDS: I did not

deal specifically with this item, but I did
take up a similar item under another head-
ing with the Under Secretary, and he told
me that it was not known whea a contin-
Ency would arise, necessitating the expen-
diture of additional money. That is why
the item appears. The money may never
be required.

Vote put and passed.

Vote-Town Panning, £E1,003-agreed to.

Vote - Farmers' Debts Adjustment,
£62,706-agreed to.

Progress reported.

Rouse adjourned at 10.43 p.m.
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The SPEARER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION-SECESSION,
ENDUM.

REFER-

Mr. J. 3MacCallum SMITH azked the
Premier: In view of imminent action by
the Federal Government to take a ref Cr-
endinm on the question of unification and

[10]

other constitutional changes, wvill he state
wvhen he intends to give effect to the recent
resolution of this House asking for a Bill
to provide for the taking of a referendum
on seeessioal

The PREMIER replied: The necessary
Bill will be introduced.

ASSENT TO BILL.

Message from the Administrator received
and read notifying assent to the State Say-
ings Bank Transfer Bill.

BILL-LAND ACT AMENDMENT
(No. 2).

Introduced by the -Minister for Lands
and read a first time.

EILILMD TAX AND INCOME TAX

(No. 2).

Message.

Message from the Administrator received
and read recommending appropriation for
the purposes of the Bill.

Second Reading.
THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir James

I Mitchell-Northam) [4.39] in moving the
second reading said: Before I deal with the
Bill mnay I say how pleased we all are to see
the member for Forrest (Miss Holman)
back in her place in the House after a long
illness. We hope she has thoroughly re-
covered and that wye shall see her more
often in future. The Bill is one that is
customarily presented at this period of the
year. There are two variations on this occa-
sion. It is nevessary to reaider sonic assist-
ance to the primary producers. Every memn-
ber is fully alive to the difficult po'dtion in
wvhich the primary producers in the pastoral
areas and agricultural areas find themselves.
The alteration, as compared with last year,
is that the land tax will not be levied this
year on pastoral leases and on improved
land devoted to the agricultural, horticul-
hire, pastoral or grazing purposes. This
will mean a sacrifice to the Treasury. We
expect to lose £37,000 cash, and t6e total
tax will amount to £8.5,000. We have al-
ready built up considerable debts against
land holders because of their inability to


