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tions, and to seeure the assistance which the
pravious  Government expected to obtain
when the ~cheme was undestaken. In repir
to the memher for Williams-Narrozin {3,
Doney) let we =ay that the reduction of in-
ferest to 414 per cent, will eover practically
all the advances to soldier settlers. [ do not
know that I can discuss Dr. Teakle's report.
There are wondertnl erops growing at Lake
Camn this vear, and there were last yvear;
and I daresay patehes of salt will he dis-
covered in that country just as they have
heen in the wheat belt. Tn some eaxes vears
clapsed hefore the salt showed itself ~uffi-
viently to destroy the crops; for several
vears the evops were good, although small
patches of salt were found. [ do not think
that Dh. Teakle’s veport is generally under-
steod correetly. 1 da not think he made such
a general condemnation of the country as is
supposed in many gnarters. 1 am atraid
that if he had come here yvears ago, he would
have probably declared the whele of our
awricultural Tands top salt to grow erops.

Hon. M. F. Troy: Dr.
virluable,

The PREMIER: T agree. I trust hon.
members will realise thai so far as the Gov-
crmnent can help the farmers, the Govern-
ment will help: but I am afraid it is im-
possibie to do mueh withont funds.

Ttem—General Mauawer, and Managing
Trustee Agricultural Bank, €1,500:

Mr. SLEEMAXN: I understand that this
is a most able and valuable officer, but as we
hear so mueh ahout equality of sacrifice my
attention is arvoused by the fact that he is
till on the same salary while evervone else
in the department has been reduced.

The Minister for Lands: He is affected by
the Finaneial Emergeney Act. You will see
that that ix allowed for underneath. e has
heen reduced by 22145 per cent., while others
hove Leen relduced in leszer proportions,

Mr. SLEEMAN: But he is veveiving the
=itme ~alary as last vear.

Teakle's advice is

The Premvier: He will have a reduetion, 1
s~sure the hon. member,

My, SLEEAMAN: T am speaking only from
the aspert of eyuality of waerifiee.

Ttem- Tnspectors appointed by Trastees
under Agricuitural Buank Aet, €40427:

Mr. COVERLEY : Last vear the Agricul-
tural Bank had 71 inspectors. The nmnrher
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has now risen to 06, an inerease of 25, What
is the rea~on for the increase?

The PREMIER: Group settlement has
heen passed over to the Agrienltural Bank,
as the hon. member knows.

Vote put and passed.

Trogress reported.

BILL—LICENSING ACT AMENDMENT
(No, 4).
Neecond Reading,

Dehate resumed from the previons day.

MR. MARSHALL (Murchison) [10.1]: I
secured the adjournment of the debate in
order that T might serutinise the measure.
I can see nothing ohjectionable in it, Tt
vontains n small amendment that will con-
vern very few and will apply to one or two
clubs only. The alteration to the law will
not have any general application,

Question put and passed.

Rill read a second time.

In Commitiee, rie.

Bill passed throngh Committee  without
debate, reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

House adjourned 10.4 pom.

Tegislative Hesembly,

Thursday, L5th Ortober, 1931,

Question : State Gardens Board 4661
Assent to T ... 4661
House ataff, deslzpations 4661
Bills: Reserves (No. 2h IR 46861

TReads Cloanre (No. 2), 3. 4661

Licensing Act Amendment (No. 4), 38, ... 4861

Annnal Estimates: Votes and ltemq dlucmﬁe:! 4661
Lanods and Surveys 4661
Tmmigration - 4095
Town Planoing . 4690
TFariers” Debts ad justoue nt 4690

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30

pm., and read prayers.
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QUESTION—STATE GARDENS
BOARD,

Mr. SLEEMAN asked the Premier: 1,
Who constitate the State Gardens Board?
2, Do they control Point Walter? 3, Were
they responsible for the removal of the road
from the campers’ reserve at Point Walter?
4, Who was responsible for carting it back;
what amount of money was expended in
the removal and carting back of the road?
5, If the State Gardens Board were not re-
sponsible for this waste of public money,
who was responsible?

The PREMIER veplied: 1, Messrs. L. E,
Shapeott and C. G. Morris. 2, Yes. 3, No
road war removed. 4 and 5, Answered by
No. 3.

Mr. Sleeman: I myself saw the road being
carted back again.

ASSENT TO BILL.

Messaze from the Administrator reeeived
and read, notifving assent to the Supply
Bill {No. 2), £960,000.

HOUSE STAFF DESIGNATIONS,

Mr, SPEAKER: I wish to anncunce that
I have decided to make an alteration in the
designation of certain officers of the staff
of this House. Tor many vears past we
have had a Chief Messenger and an assist-
ant to that officer, Henecforth the desig-
nation of those officers will be Clerk of
Records and Accounts, and Assistant Clerk
of Records, These new designations will
remove the impression in the minds of the
urinitiated that those officers perform mes-
senger duties rather than clerieal.

BILLS (3)—THIRD READING.
1, Reserves (No, 2).
2, Roads (losure (No. 2).

3, Licensing Act Amendment (No. 4).
Transmitted to the Couneil. -

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1931-32,
In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the previous day; Mr.
Richardson in the Chair.

Department of Minister for Lands and
Immigration {Hon. C. . Latham, Minis-
ter).
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Vote—Lands and Surveys, £55,172:

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
C. G. Latham—York) [440]: In submit.
ting the Istimates to the Committee, I am
sorry we are not able to do so under far bet-
ter conditions than obtain this year. There ig
very little in the Estimates which is differ-
ent from the Estimates of any other year,
the only difference being a reduction amount-
ing to, roughly, £10,000. During the year,
I regret to say, the activities of the de-
partment have fallen off considerably, due
partly to the cconomic position, and almost
wholly to the fact that sottlement in the
agrienltural areas has been stopped. Con-
siderable activity has heen shown in the
southern portions of the State, where it
scems almost impossible to safisfy the de-
mand for land. But there also the diffieul-
ties of the economic position are pro-
nouneed, inasmuch as very few of those
applying for land have money with which
to develop it. In many instances they have
not even their deposit, which is provided
for by the law of the land. So while we
still have quite o lot of land for sale, I
regret to say that this year we have heen
vnable to dispose of it. There has been
considerable activity in the South-West
along the proposed route of the railway
from Cranbrook to Boynp Brook. The
whole of the aven of alienated land there
has been classified. The report is in my
hands at present, but I am urable to give
the Committee any information about it, for
T have not vet had the opportunity to go into,
it. However. T do know that it says there
is a very great area of land, far in excess
of what the settlers will he able to use for
many vears to come. U(™ntil some adjust-
ment of the areas is made, I am afraid we
shall not he able to justify the huilding of
the proposed railway.

Mr. Withers: What is the proposed area
of the new bloeks?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: As 1
have said, we have not vet been able to go
into it, - i

Mr. J. H. Smith: How much of the land
is alienated?

The MINTSTER FOR LANDS: Along
the route of the line there is very little
land that is mnot alienated. Mostly it has
heen alienated for many years, and a good
deal of it is held in fee simple. Certainly
we have asked the settlers to put a price
on the land. Some of the prices submitted
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are reazonable, but some are exeessive, jndg-
ing by the superficial answers I have had.

Hon. W, D, Johnson: The price of the
poor land is reasonable, while that of the
good land is excessive?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It all de-
pends on the improvements. In respect of
some of the blocks, the settlers are anxious
to get out because of the liabilities they are
carrying. During the year we bave placed
a few people on the land on the lines sng-
gested by some of the members who have
already spoken to the general discnssion
on the Estimates. At Nornslup, prior to
the inireduection of last year's Estimates,
it was expected to put on 100 settlers.
However, only 81 have been allotted
koldings, and for the moment it is not con-
sidered advisable to go any farther. In
April of this year we opened up the Nannup
settlement under the same conditions, except
that the 47 seitlers there know the locality
very well and are on sustenance, married
men with families getting £2 per week. In
the Busselton area a setilement was estab-
lished in May. There we have 30 settlers
on deserted group settlement holdings. We
are paying them only sustenance. If they
were not on those blocks they wounld be ob-
taining sustenance in some of the towns.
In many instances their sustenance allow-
ance is supplemented by the produce from
their gardens. There is a probability that
those settlers may prove even better than
some of the original scttlers on those hold-
ings. Certainly some of them are more in-
dustrious than their predeecessors.

Hon, M. F. Troy: From sheer necessity.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: That is
so. The hon. member last night gave a
very good illustration of what had been
done in the early days of settlement, and
I believe we still have the same degree of
vesponsibility in our settlers to-day.

Hon. M. F. Troy: But those loeations
are all of poor quality.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: In some
instances they are not. Of course they have
not all been taken away from the previous
holders, some of whom have left since the
revaluations were made. Yt is beneficial to
the State to have someone in charge of those
properties. A regrettable faet is that, im-
mediately a holding is abandoned, people
consider they are at liberty to remove po:-
tions of the buildings, fencing and other
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things. Where we have people in charge,
they are assisting us to maintain the seeuri-
ties. At Albany at the beginning of lasi
month we placed 19 settlers.

Mr. Wansbroogh: I hope you will eon-
tinue the scheme, too.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: We are
trying out a new class of land that hitherto
has heen rather discouraging. We have
selected the best portion of it, and the type
of men we have placed there will give us an
opportunity to judge of the capabilities of
the land. The same conditions apply to the
Albany settlement as elsewhere. We have
takenr men on sustenance from the locality
and to date they are proving satisfactory.
1 am hopeful that they will continue to do
satisfactory work. Albany presents an ad-
vantage in having a butter factory. The
blocks are within 20 miles of the town and
are served by existing roads. Consequently,
the outlay usually entatled to provide facili-
ties for new seftlements will not be incurred.
As to supervision, we do not instruct the
men, who are left to work entirely on their
own initiative. We have a supervisor who
is available to direct any man desiring ad-
vice. We have asked those settlers to earry
out improvements on the best of the land.
I do not say that the blocks are 100 per cent.
first elass, but they contain sufficient good
land fo enable those people to make a living,
We are providing each of the seftlers with
about 60 sheets of iron with whieh to build
a shack. Each man has to do his own build-
ing. We have given each safficient iron to
make a tank, and have provided a stove and
various other small items. We have supplied
wire netting and saperphosphate to en-
courage them to undertake gardening. We
advise them first of all to clear a piece of
tand and grow their own vegetables. Most
of those settlers have done a considerabla
amount of work. A little while ago the
“Western Mail” published an illustration
of what one settler had done at a eost of
£25. 1 do not wish that to be advertised as
possible for everybody to do. He was an
exceptional man, who applied himself to the
work. Anyhow, the vesults justify the ac-
{ion of the Government in settling those
men there. Settlers who stick to their
holdings will be given a Crown grant, the
same as other settlers in the south-western
part of the State. During this sessiop I
propose to ask Parlisment for authority to
grant the settlers an area in excess of 160
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acres of freehold, just as the ex-DMinister
for Lauds did for the group settlers.

Hon. M. F. Troy: That is, a gift of the
land, not improvements.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: A gift
of the land only. All the money paid to
settlers by way of sustenance will be a
chavge against the land.  Consequently, 1
bope we shall build up security there. It s
Par better to have men working on the land
than to have them in the towns drawing sus-
tenance, I wish we were in a position to
extend such settlements, but we cannot do a
great deal in that direction at the present
time. Unfortunately, we have not sufficicnt
money available fo lay out a scheme and to
ensure being able to make a definite ad-
vance from month to month. As we have to
depend entirely upon the money obtained
From the Commonwealth Bank, it is impos-
sible to provide the funds necessary for all
the settlements we should like to start.
Nearer the city considerable iovestigation
kas been made respecting small areas such
as several members have suggested. It
has been supgesited that men should be
placed on blocks to engage in vegetable
growing and pig and poultry raising. Re-
garding vegetables, the market is over-
supplied. People engaged in vegelable pro-
duction are getting practically nothing hy
way of return. The other day a grower
showed me his returns for two lots of
eabbages sent to Perth, and the total
amount - he received after paying ex-
penses was 10d. I wish to warn members
that it is possible to overdo produe-
tion of that kind. The metropolitan arsu
and other centres do not offer sufficient
markets for all that is being produced.

Mr. 1. I. Mann interjected.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I do not
gay it is not dome to a limited extent. It
may be done at Merredin to supply the gold-
fields markets, The fact is that the spend-
ing pewer of the preople has fallen and many
people are growing vegetables for their own
requirements,
farmer was sending to Perth for his vege-
tables, but that state of affairs has heen
altered because necessity has driven most
people to provide for themselves. 1 warn
members that if they believe a solution of
our difficnlties lies in placing men on small
areas adjacent to the city and expeeting them
to market sofficient produce to main-
tain themselves, there will be a rude

A while ago nearly every.
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awakening. There may be more scope
in  poultry raising, This depends en-
tirely on the overseas market, be-

cause the local mavket is certainly over-sup-
plied with pouliry products. Bui for the
opportunity fo export eggs, I would have
grave doubt of the future of the pouliry in-
dustry, Reverting to the country setttements,
I cannot detail the whole of the work done
at Nornalup settlement, but it has advanced
considerably. On some blocks 50 aeres have
heen partially cleared and have been sown,
and the erops are lnoking well. The follow-
ing details of the settlements are interest-
ing —

Settlement—When No. of Expendi-
started. Settlers. ture.
£
Nornalup—S8ept., 1930 . 81 18,569
Nannup—April, 1981 .. 47 2,977
Albany—Scpt., 1931 .. 19 516
Busselton—May, 1031 .. 30 o7

Obviously, there has not been that extrava-
gant expenditure to which we have been ae-
customed in the south-west portion of the
State. In view of information haviog
reached the depariment that good pastoral
land existed in the Warburton Ranges aud
of applieations having been made by cer-
tain individuals for pastoral leases there, the
Fovernment decided to send ovui a survey
party to investigate the possibility of open-
ing up the area. It has been the custom for
individuals to spy out the land for them-
selves, and then set about monopolising all
the water supplies. To prevent that, we
sent out a survey party under Mr. Surveyor
Paine, who is expected to return to Perth
in the course of a few days. His assistant
has already returned, but I have not had
an opportunity to diseuss the matter with
him. Accompanying the surveyors was an
officer of the Mines Department, who went
to secure geological information and investi-
gate the possibility of obtaining water., I
understand that an advanee report from
him states that a fairly big suriferous belt
exists, Whether the country will be worth
trying, I cannot say; we shall have to await
further reports. We are now using our sur-
veyors to make a close elassification of the
land between Mt. Barker and the Frankland
River, where there is a considerable area un-
clagsified. When that work is completed, the
wlole of the south-west portion of the State
will have been classified. Let me rtefen
hrielty to the position of the settlers in what
is known as the 3,500 farms scheme. T quite
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agree with mewhers that probably the set-
tlers know a great deal more of the land
than do scientists. Previous to the member
for Mt. Maguet (Hon. M. F. Troy) leaving|
oltice, the Development and Migration Com-
mi-<ion insisted upon a scientifie investiga-
tion being made of the soll before we pro-
ceeded further with settlement.

Hon. M. ¥, Troy: I think we first entered
npon the scvientific investigation and, as a
result of what was discovered, the Commis-
sion a~ked us to go more folly into the mat-
ter.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I do not
think we need discuss the inifial history ofj
it.  The investigativus started at Salmon
Gums. 1 know that a telegram reached the
Commission in Melbourne hefore the infor-
mation was sent to the Minister. It should
certainly have gone to the Minister first.
When we took office we sent Dr. Teakle out
to make an investization as required by the
Commission,

Hon. M. F. Troy: He was out long he-
fore vou took over.

The MINTSTER FOR LANDS: He mayv
have taken a vun through the country, but
we had a proper classifieation made.  Suor-
veyor Stokes was sent with him, and there
was a eamp of six men to do the work.

Mr. Millington: Dr. Teakle was out long
hefore vou took office.

Hon. M. F. Troy: Yes, six months hefore.

The MINTSTER FOR TLANDS: He may
have faken a run thronzh the aren, hat we
did not have a veport from him. We ar-
ranged with the Tevelopment and Migration
Comnis<ion for money to make the investi-
gation, and Dr. Teakle was immediately sent
out. He may have zone out previously and
lmxpeeted isolnted blocks, and veported at
the time.

Mr. Millington: He reported pretty ex-
haustively and presented lis report hefore
we lett office,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I can
say definitely that that was not so, He went
out ju~t previons to my going to Melhourne.

Hon. M. . Troy: How ean vou sav de-
finitely it wa~ not <o when T have a copy of
hi- veport as submitted to Cabinet?

Mr. Millington; The report was not pub-
Ti=hed, hut we had it.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS:
port covering A ¢lose
that area?

Mr. Millington: Not all the area.

A re-
classification of all

CARSEMOBLY .

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Pro-
bably the Lon. member is veferring to For-
restania.

Hon. M. ¥, Trox: The area from Salmon
Gums to Foriestania.

The MINISTER FOR LAXDS: I am
speaking of the aren inside the rabhit-proof
fence, where people have been =eitled, not
to the area that har not heen settled. Dr,
Teakle went there and made a c¢lose classi-
fication of the land. T will not say that he
did not leave some of the blocks unclassifted.
Ay o matter of fact, we propose to ask him
to go hack over eertain arveas. e went from
Lakes Q’Connor and Carmody in the north
to Lakes King and Pollerup in the south,
and inspected 169 blocks, Of them 39 were
considered suitable for suceessful farming;
113 were considered unsuitable in  them-
solves, but under a2 process of linking up
some of them, 43 satisfactory holdings, eon-
sidered =uitable for development, were
securcd. A total of 123 hlocks inspected
were Agrienltural Bank serurities. Another
125 blocks were not inspected, for the reason
that the information obigiced on similar
holdings was considered conclosive and it
was not necessary to make a cloze investl.
gation of them. 1f the process of linking
ap were adopted, there would still remain
35 blocks in the whole area unsuitable for
cultivation, The idea that the whole area is
unsuitable is wrong. Only in the case of
33 blocks =0 far would it be unwise to keep
prople upon them.

Mr. Corboy: How many blocks were orig-
maliy allowed for?

The MINISTER FOR LAXDS:
eether 169 hlocks were inspected.

Mr. Corboy: How many hlocks will he
teft?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Thirty-
nine hlocks were ronsidered -uitable as they
are; 113 were considered suitable for link-
ing up with others; and 35 out of the whole
area were considered unsuitable,

Mr. Corboy: More than 50 per cent. of
the settlers have to get off. Less than 50
per cent. will he kept on their farms com-
pared with the original number of seftlers,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No. One
handred and twenty-five hlorks were not in-
spected and 113 were found 1o be suitable
for linking up with nther.

Mr. Corboy: That is less than 50 per cent.
of the total.

Alto-
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The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Out of
the total mumber, there are only 35 blocks
that are considered nnsuitable.

Mr. Corboy: That is 35 cut of 300. Work
out your own figures. Less than 50 per
cent. of the settlers will he able to stav.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: That is
not so.

Hon. M. F. Troy: That is onlv on the
advice of Dr, Teakle. These =ettlers arve
growing crops to-day.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Auyone
would bhe foolish to spend other people’s
money, let alone his own, in continuing a
seftlement after the seientific adviser had
said that the land wonld eventnally hecome
salt. If we declined to take any notice of
the views expressed hy the professional ad-
viser, and we found country similar to that
at Lake Brown, it would mean pouring
money into a district which eventually must.
be depopulated. Taking that into considera-
tion, and the long distance these people are
from a railway, | contend it would be wiser
t» place them on abandoned boldings which
the Agricultural Bank trustees have on their
hands.

Hon. M. F. Troy: You propose to move
35 settlers out of the whole lot.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: That
matter has not yet been decided upon. A
proposal has been put up to those who de-
sire to leave and take up holdings closer to
a railway.

Mr. Corboy: Have you taken into con-
sideration what they are heing offered?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes.

Mr. Corboy: Are you satisfied?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I am.

Mr. Corboy: T am astounded.

The MIXISTER FOR LANDS: I am not
surprised at that. Inspector Mitchell who
is out there has been asked to interview the
settlers and point out the position to them,
He is to let them have all the facts of the
case

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: How will the set-
tlers you leave there get on without trans.
port?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: There
are some farmers, as the member for Mt.
Magnet has said, who have gone out a long
way from a railway. It is not anticipated
that these will earn a living by wheat pro-
duction alone. If we have to move 50 per
eent. of these settlers, there will be snfficient
land left for them to go in extensively for
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wool production. 'There is a large area of
country and many of the holdings earry
water supplies. It was anticipated that if
the Government had to do this we could link
up some of the holdings and make them
svailable in larger areas than exist to-day.
T think that within fhis district we can grow
oats. I believe that the man who possesses
sheep is going to do as well for many years
as the wheat producer, and the farmer who
combines the two things will do still better.
Tt is not expected that these settlers will go
in extensively for wheat when situated so
far from a rvailway.

Mr. Angelo: Is there permanent water or
dam water?

The MINISTER FPOR LANDS: Ijf is
mostly dam water, but there may be some
wells on the edge of the scrub eountry. The
v:hole matter depends not only on the gual-
ity of the land, and its freedom from alkali,
but on the prospeets of railway facilities
being supplied. At present there is no
prospect of getting any money with which
te build a railway for these settlers. There
are other settlers who ave still 50 miles from
# railway and they are tlie people whom we
have to consider. Mr, Stevenson, of the Mi-
gration and Development Commission, will
be in Perth to-morrow and it is proposed to
talk the matter over with him. T was
pleased to hear the statement of the member
for Mt Magnet that the Commission had
acquiesced in the placing of settlers ont
there. Tn the past they bave repudiated any
responsibility in the matter. There is a
letter on the file asking us to release them
from their obligations. There is no donbt
the Commission did acquiesee in this =eftle-
ment, and indeed were instrumental in the
reople going there. We are not prepared to
release them from any obligations they have
towards these settlers. Mr. Stevenson is com-
ing to Perth with a view to winding up
migration and development agreements. I
hope he will be prepared fo meet us equit-
ably in thiz matter. T have no desire to pit
my knowledgze against that of professienal
advisers, but I do think that if railway
frcilities were afforded the majority of the
scttlers would make a suecess of their hold-
ings,

Mr. Cothov: [s ihere no hope of a rail-
way heing put there?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: When
Mr. Stevenson arrives this matter will he
disenssed with him. T hope he will, on hehalf
of the Commission, be prepared to acecept
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their responsibilities in connection with the
whole scheme. The settlement was arranged
under the 34 million pounds agreement that
was entered into between the Commonwealth
and the Imperial Government. This agree-
ment was made to assist the States in plac-
ing settlers on the land. If the Commis-
siou ore not prepared to earry out
their share of the responsibility to
the farmers in this district, they must
assist us to move them from their blocks
and tehabilitate them on other holdings.
Some of these settlers will no doubt be
pleased to go and we shall be glad to be rid
of them, and some do not want to go. There
are not only migrants, but a number of our
own people there. There is a very good type
of migrant in this area.

Mr. Corboy: The majority are Australian
born.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I hope
later on to Turnish members with some in-
formation as a resnlt of the diseussion be-
tween the representative of the Migration
and Development Commission and the Gov-
ernment. So far as we possibly can we will
rehahilitute those who are moved on to other
holdings. I am now going to deal with the
Estimates of revenue and expenditure. Last
year the expenditure on salaries was £64,306,
and this vear the estimate is £55,172. The
services of a great many officers have been:
dispenscd with. The decrease in expenditure
is £5,134. 1In all, 27 officers have been dis-
pensed with during the vear, one died, and
there have been two new appointments. Four
officers have heen tronsferred to other ded
partiments, and four items that were pro-
vided last vear were stimek out this year.
Three officers were transferred to other de-
partments, and two who were provided for
over a period of two months have been trans-
ferred to other departments. The estimated|
revenue last yvear was £338,000, made up of
Territerial, £318,000, and departmental,
£20,000,  The actual revenme received was
£264.371, made up of territorial £235,441
and deparlmental £28,%30, The decrease in
lerritorial was €52,55%, and the increase in|
departmental was £8,930, the net decrease
heing €73,620. The estimated revenue fon
the current year is €255000, made up of
territorial  €233,000 and  departmental
£320,000. The territorial estimate this year ig
based on last year’s receipts, and Depart-
mental at £15,000, and increased by thq
Treasury to £20,000. There is no need to
inform wmemhers with recard to the falling
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off in revenuc. When we prepared our Esti-
mages this time last year we had uo idea that
the bottom would drop out of the wheat mar-
ket and that wool prices would fall so low.
Farmers are unable to meet their rental pay-
wents, and the sume thing holds good with
regard to pastoralists, During the present
session it is proposed to bring down a Bill
asking the authority of Parliament to reduce
the rents for pastoral leases. The falling
off in the income of pastoralists has been so
great that unless some relief is given to
them many pastoralists may fall back inta
the hands of the Government,

Hon. A. MeCallum: Are you still imposing
the penalty clauses on pastoralists who arve
not paying?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The hon.
member must know that if a farmer eannot
pay his interest we have to borrow the money
with which to pay it ourselves.

Hon. A. MeCallum: You do not have to
pay penal interest.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: We have
to borrow money to pay the interest that is
not heing paid by those who in tuwrn hor-
rowed it. The Treasurer informed members
that a reduction would he made in interest
corresponding with the henefit he received
from the Conversion Act that was passed.
An erroneous idea is held with rezard to
penal interest. When we borrow money we
have to make our interest payments half.
vearly. If wa lend money and the farmers
are unable to pay their interest we in turn
have to borrow money with which to pay
that interest. It cannot be done out
of Consolidated Revenue, particularly when
the whole of the national income ha= gone.
So that the idea of penal inferest is wrong.
It is only interest on the money the Govern-
ment have to horvaw in order to pay inter-
est on loan moneys. As regards migration,
last vear there were complaints ahout the
nnmber of olficers. T thoneht that in all
probabilitv we would be able to transfer the
migration officers to the Lands Department,
hut to mv reeret T found that the number of

aetive files and doruments af  the time
rendered it impossible to obtain  snfficient
space in the Lands Department. We hope

at an early date to he ahle to effect the trans.
fer, as we shall soon he alle to stow away
reeords whieh at pre-ent are in constact use,
The total expenditure for salaries last year
was €3.901: the amonnt provided this year
is £2,4146, a decrease of £1.065. This amoeunt
is deereased by amounts transferred to loan,
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representing £309 less than last year, and
inereased by €270 leing a saving effected
under the ¥Financial Emergency Aet. The
net decrease in salaries is £526. The services
of five officers were dispensed with, and six
officers weve transferred to other depart-
ments, prinecipally fo the Child Welfare De-
partment. The total expenditure on eon-
tingeneies last year was £1,515; this year
anly £680 is provided. We are still attempt-
ing to colleet some money in vespeet of
migration, though we receive very little. The
Commonwealth Government, thinking they
could assist materially in this respeet, last
vear appointed an officer for that purpose;
and his appointment has heen renewed for
a further period of six months. There has
also been a reduetion of expenditure under
the Town Planniug Commission Aet, the de-
erease amounting to £20¢0. I desire to inform
the Committee that the Town Planning
Board are giving their services in an hon-
orary capacity to the Government; I wish
to show appreciation by mentioning that
faet to the Chamber. During the year
the Farmers’ Debts Adjustment Aet was
placed under my administration, the meusure
coming into operition in December, 1930.
So far, I think we can claim, the Act has
worked satisfactorily not only to the farmer
but also to his creditors. When the measure
was introduced here, a good deal of fear was
felt as to what was going to be done with the
farmer and also a5 to what was going to he
done with his creditors. The measure secmed
to be highly nnpopular from hoth points of
view, but I am pleased to say that it has
served ifs purpose well. The affairs of 344
settlers are being administered under the
Act; and 37 farmers, having made a suitable
arrangement with their creditors, have been
released. The Divector af Agrienlture has
successfully used his personal influence in
bringing about good feeling between credi-
tors and farmers. A considerable increase
is shown in the expenditure under this item,
due to the fact that provision is being made
for a complete vear's operations, because in
all probability when the harvest is coming
forward a good many stay orders will be
issned under the Act. The total expenditure
Iast year was £1,129, and this year we are
asking for an increase of £1,097. I only
hope we shall be able to get through with
that increase, becanse that would mean that
the farmers were able to make their own
arrangements. 1t is possible that fresh

9

4667

legislation may be introduced shortly in re-
gard to the handling of the harvest. On the
other hand, it is possible that as the result
of the conference whieh the Minister for
Agrienlture is how attending in the East the
Premier may be able to inform the Chamher
that that question has been satisfactorily
solved. 1 have much pleasure in submitting
my Estimates to hon, members, knowing that
they will treat me kindly in respect of them.
Any further information it is possible for
me to give 1 shall be only too pleased to

supply.

MR. CORBOY (Yilgarn-Coolgardie)
15.20]: May I initially assure the Minister
for Lands that any assistance which can be
rendered by me, and equally, I am certain,
by sny other member on this side of the
Chamber, will be freely given during the
difficult time the agricultural industry is
passing through. 1 wish fo preface my few,
remarks on this Vote, if I may, with a ref-
erence to the lafe Mr. Frank Cooke. I
know of no man who took a more active or
a more useful part in the development of
our agricultural industry than did the late
Frank Cooke. His demise has robbed not
only the agricultura! industry but Western
Australia itself of a great helper and an
able adviser indeed as regards land settle-
ment in this State. I personally regret
most sincerely the passing of one of the
best friends the man on the land in West-
ern Anstralia ever had, in the person of
Frank Cooke. I wish to deal briefly with
one or two points that have been raised dur-
ing the last 24 hours with regard to land
settlement. The position of the settlers at
Lake Carmody, Lake King, and so forih
has been frequently mentioned during the
last 24 hours; and I think it only fair that
I should voice an opinion on behalf of the
settlers themselves. I speak somewhat feel-
ingly, because I happen to be one of the
unfortunates who went to the district in
guestion as a settler. TUndoubiedly a most
serious position has arisen, which all the
sophistry of the ex-Minister for Lands will
not put aside, so far as I am concerned—a
position whieh must be faced. While the
Minister for Lands says that the setilers
went to the distriet of their own free
will

The Minister for Lands:
that.

I did not say
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Mr. CORBOY: I ber pardon; the ex-
Minister for Lands, I should have said. All
the sophistry in the world about the settlers
having gone there of their own free will
must fail to solve the problem that has to
be faced to-day. There can be no guestion
that many of those settlers went to the dis-
trict guided by the expert advice of the
officers of the Lands Department and the
Agrieultural Bank. They invested there all
their private capital, because they were per-
sonally satisfied as to the reliableness of the
opinions which had been expressed by the
departmental officers. And now what has
happened? Let me, for the sake of this
discussion, put forward my own case, and
thus refrain {from dragging anyone else into:
the matter. I took up a block which was
classified by the Lands Department officers
as 100 per cent. first class. After taking it
up, I submitted an application to the Agri-
cultural Bank for a loan. Before the loan
was granted, the usual proeedure was fol-
Iowed: an Agrienltural Bank inspector
went and again classified the block. His
classification agreed that the block was 100
per cent. first-class land. Upon this second
classification the Agrienltural Bank trustees
consented to make certain advances on the
block. At the end of two years, after the
Agricultural Bank had spent a considersble
snm of money on my block—which is typi-
cal of the whole aren—and after I had ex-
pended the whole of my private capital on
the block, the same Agrieultural Bank in-
spector came salong and said that only 300
acres were first class and that the rest was
second class and third class, whereas pre-
viously he had declared that there +were
1,000 acres of first-class land. On the
strength of this later report, after the lapse
of two years, the bank meantime having
spent its money and I having spent mine,
the trustees decided that they could not
grant any further advance or such a poor

block. This was prior to Dr. Teakle’s re-
port.
Hon. M. F. Troy: Would it be fair to

ask how much the Agrienltural Bank =ad-
vanced on the block?

Mr. CORBOY: T should say, £600 or
£700.

Hon. M. F. Troy: And the Bank refu:pd
to advance more?

r. CORBOY: Yes.

Hon. M. F. Troy: Before Dr.

report?

Teakle's
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Mr. CORBOY: Yes. In my individunl
case that is so. I know that the greater part
of the area was condemned on Dr. Teakle's
report, but in my case and in that of a few
other settlers the land was condemned by
the Agricultural Bank inspector who two
years previously had elassified the blocks as
being 100 per cent. first class.

Hon. M. F. Troy: Who was the in-
spector?
Mr. CORBOY: Is it necessary to shout

the man's name to the country? I am pre-
pared to give it to the hon. member pri-
vately. [ do not think it fair to broadeast
his name in connection with this matter.

Hon. M. F. Troy: It looks as if the in-
spector had not known his job.

Mr. CORBOY: It looks as if the district
inspector, who was his immediate superior,
was somewhat lacking.

Mr. Doney: That same district inspector
iz a man who knows his job.

Mr. CORBOY: Then he must have
neglected it.

Mr. Doney: He did not negleet it.

Mr. CORBOY: Then why did this han-
pen?

Mr. Doney: I could not say.

Mr. CORBOY: I am giving the simple
facts. The settlers {o-day are left high and
dry; and they have no remedy, apparently,
for the parlous plight In which they find
themselves. 1t is no use for the ex-Min-
ister for Lands to quote to me the grent
suceess achieved by an ex-member of an-
other place on perfectly safe country rignt
alongside the railway, and to tell me that
because that man bhas sunceeeded, settlers
who were 50 miles from railway eommuni-
cation and did not sneeceed must be incom-
petent or indolent.

Hon. M. F. Troy: I did not suggest that.

My, CORBOY : In vemarks made by
the hon. member last night, that was cer-
tainly indicated. I suggest that he read his
own speech, when he will see that that is
the implication.

Hon. M. F. Troy: What sort of erop did
you get last year?

Mr. CORBOY: When the ex-Minister
spoke last night about eight-bag ecrops, I
walked out of the Chamber because T did
not want to have a publie quarrel with him.
It is all nonsense to talk ahout snch crops.

Hon. M. F. Troy: The setilers who were
down here told me that Mr. MeMahon got
an eight-bag erop.
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Mr. CORBOY: I was in the district at
the time the crops were stripped; and, in
fact, T earted my own crop into the siding;
and I say theve i% not a single seitler in the
district who got an eight-bag crop, not one.

Hon. M. ¥, Troy: I was told they stated
that to the Premier.

Mr. CORBOY: If they did, they told
lies. Not one solitary settler got sueh a
¢rop.

Hon. M. F. Troy: 8ix hags would be a
uoud erop.

Mr. CORBOY: Of course it would be,
Lt the settlers did not get six bags. My
own block was supposed to be one of the
best blocks thrown open in Western Aus-
tralin for many years. The ex-Minister’s
department charged me 16s, per acre for if,
and those who know the price of land know
what that figure means. The block should
be one of the finest hits of country one
ever saw in one’s life.

Hon. M. F. Troy: The department were
not permitted to charge you 16s. per acre.

Mr. CORBOY: The Minister put this
over me himself, but does not remember it.
1 krow perfectly well that under the Land
Act only 15s. per acre can be charged. The
ex-Vinister cxplained the charge of 16s.
lo me by stating that he had reckoned the
survey fee as an additional impost. The ex-
Minister possibly does not remember that,
bat it is so. And mine was not the only
bloek with respect to which that was due.

The Minister for Railways: How far is
your block from the railway line?

Mr. CORBOY : Only 50 miles! I repeat,
nine was not the only block for which 16s.
per acre was charged. On at least one other
block a charge of 16s. per acre was imposed
while the member for Mt. Magnet was in
conirol of the Lands Department. The ex-
Minister charped me and one other seftler
16s. per acre for our land; and last year,
which was a good year, we were only able
to get nine bushels off the best of the land.
The position of the seftlers in thaf district
is wost serious. There is no use disgunising
the fact that in the area in question there
are g great many people who have spnk the
whole of their private resourees in develop-
ing land which they took np on the distinet
understanding that they would be furnished
with railway faecilities very quickly. In
fact, last night the ex-Mimister himself in-
dieated that had he cared to go fast instead
of slow, he would have been able to provide
railway eommunication.
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Hon. M. F. Troy: The settlers had no
understanding.

Mr. CORBOY: That is rubbish. I know
better. 1 remember when

Hon. M. F. Troy: You had better prove
tl:at there was some sueh understanding by
quoting some public statement I made or
some statement issued by the depariment.
There was no such understanding.

Mr, CORBOY: Does the hon. member,
as the former Minister for Lands, suggest
that these people went there without any
understanding from him that railway faeili-
ties would be provided quickly?

Hon. M. ¥. Troy : They had no such
understanding from me at all. They had
no better understanding than other settlers,
and they went out like others, hoping to
have railway facilities provided.

Mr. Millington: You ecannot keep them
from going out.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The member
for Yilgarn-Coolgardie has the foor.

My, Marshall: It secms that these farmers
will never agree!

Mr. CORBOY : The fact is that there was,
as everyone knows, a very definite under-
standing.

The Minister for Lands: There was an
implied understanding.

Mr. CORBOY: It was very definite.

The Minister for Lands: And it would
have been fulfilled had everything been all
right.

AMr. CORBOY: Even the former Minister
for Lands, when speaking last night, said
that the railway to the settlers to whom T
refer, was part of the larger scheme em-
braced in the 3,500 farm proposition, and
with regard to these partienlar areas, the
Government had intended to ask the advisory
board to report as soon as possible, I re-
peat there was a very definite understanding.
I could guote other evidence apart from the
hon. member’s statement last night to show
that there can be no misunderstanding re-
garding the position. If there was no such
understanding, then it was a eriminal thing
for the former Minister for Lands (Hon.
M. F. Troy) to put those settlers on bloeks
50 miles away from the nearest railway.

The Minister for Lands: He opened the
area for settlement.

Mr. CORBOY: Of course he did. If
there was no understanding m his mind that
there would be a railway provided very
quickly, the ex-Minister for Lands should
not have sent the peaple there. Tt was a
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eriminal thing. Tt was eriminal teo open np
such an area if he did not know in his own
mind that railway facilities wonld be pro-
vided quickly. The hon. member mnst have
known that no one could grow wheat sue-
cessfully 50 miles from the nearest railway.

Mr. Brown: Was not the opening-up of
that portion of the conntry part of the Brit-
ish migration seheme?

Mr. CORBOY: Of course it was. I may
have misunderstood the member for Mount
Magnet Inst night. T hope I did, hut I think
I heard him say that he could, have got
money with which to build the railway at
the start, hut did not avail himself of the
opportunity, and when he did want the
money, he could not get it.

Hon. M. F. Troyv: That is not so.

Mr. CORBOY : I said I hoped that I had
misunderstood the hon. member.

Hon. M. F. Troy: I said that we had in
mind a larger scheme; the Engineer-in-Chief
had laid out plans for that later proposal,
and that had the effect of delaying matters.

Mr. CORBOY: The matter was delayed
long enough to ¢ripple these settlers.

Hon. M. F. Trov: No.

Mr. CORBOY: The ex-Minister for
Lands can shake his head, hut someone must
take the responsibility for the plight of
these settlers.

Hon. M. F. Troy: I will take my share
of the responsibility.

Mr. CORBOY: I know the hon, mem-
ber will do so. No one ean accuse him of
being other than a decent, Lionourable man
who is always prepared to take his share
of responsibility. On the other hand, the
position of these settlers must be faced.
People who ave 50 or 60 miles away from
a railway caunot grow wheat sucecessfully.
They must be dezlt with in some other way
than the mere offering of sustenanece. The
member for Mount Magnet remarked that
in view of the practieal experience of the
settlers and of what had been aceomplished,
he was surprised that the Agricultural Bank
had abandoned these propesitions and that
the Minister had supported the bank. I
do not know what the hon. member suggests
should he done. Doces he wugpest that the
present CQovernment—I am not hacking
them up so much in this as T am concerned
in making representations on behall’ of the
seftlers—should now provide these people
with sufficient subsidy to grow wheat 50 or

[ASSEMBLY.]

60 miles from the nearest railway, in order
to keep them on the hlocks they are ocenpy-
ing? .

Hon. M. F. Troy: T suggest that the Gor-
ernment should provide them with railway
facilities as soon as possible.

Mr. CORBOY: Then why did not the
hon. member, when Minister, give them the
necessary railway faeilities?

Hon. M. F. Troy: Ah, now!

Mr. CORBOY: The hon, member suid he
could have done so. These settlers ave in a
desperate position. I would instance the ex-
perience of my neighbour who has heen
placed in much the same position as T was,
His blaek was also classified 100 per cent.
first-class, as mine was, and he took his 13
children with him and to-day he is stranded.
That man was a practical farmer, not a new
chum as I was at the time. Yet his block
has heen condemmed, just as mine has been.

Hon. M. F. Trov: Has vour hloek been
condemned ¢

Mr., CORBOY: Yes. It was originally
classified 2s 100 per cent. first-class, but
luter was cut down so that only 300 acres
were classified as first-elass. I am Seoteh
enough to have that grievanece.

Mr. J. H. Smith: Have yvou received any
eompensation?

Mr. CORBOY: The only compensation T
receivetdl was to he foreed to pay railwayr
freight on my tractor and other plant that
I had to veturn. I had to sink myself
deeper in the mire in order to get off my
hoeck. Other settlers have had to do that
as well. Tt is useless for the ex-Minister
for Lands to talk about what other people
have done. The member for Mount Magnet
quoted the great success achieved by an ex-
member of another place. The bloek owned
by that settler is alongside a railway. When
listening to the vemarks of the hon. mem-
ber, the Leader of the Opposition in-
terjected to the effect that that particular
settler had succeeded hecause he did
not swank about the country in a wotor car,
but was a bhard worker. Let me assure the
Leader of the Opposition and the ex-Minis-
ter for Lands that all the settlers in the
arens | have heen referring fo are hard
waorkers, and do not swank about in motor
cars. The position of those settlers has been
destroyed because of the economic situation,
and because they were not provided with
facilities that are ordinarily made available.
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The Minister for Railways: I do not think
the interjection by the Leader of the Oppe-
sition had any refervence to particular set-
tlers; he was speaking generally.

AMr. CORBOY: No.

The Minister for Railway:: I heard him
when he interjected.

Mr. CORBOY: The Leader of the Oppeo-
sition interjected when the position of the
Lake Camm and Lake Carmody settlers was
heing discussed. '

The Minister for Railways: T know that,
but the interjeetion had a general applica-
tion, not a particular reference to the Lake
Camm and Lake Carmody settlers,

Mr. CORBOY: That may be, but the in-
nuendo was that the settlers whose position
was being discussed at the time, had not sue-
ceeded because of something lacking on their
part, and that is not frue.

Hon. M. F. Troy: Innuendo by whom?

Mr. CORBOY: By the Leader of the Op-
position. I did nat vefer to the hon. mem-
her; [ made that clear.

Hon. M. F. Froy: We were dealing with
farming generally.

Mr., CORBOY: I shall not pursue that
phase if the hon. member feels hurt about
it. The settlers at Lake Camm and Lake
Carmody were decenl, hard workers. The
majority of them were Awustralian-born, and
those who were not in that category were
certainly a credit to Amstralia. Evervone
put forth his best effort, physieally and fin-
ancially. There was another nasty little in-
nuendo with reference to the employment of
foreignery. Let me make it perfectly clear
that foreigners were practically unknown in
those areas. Those employed in clearing were
almost entirely Australian-born, and those
who were not, were of British origin, and
had heen yresident many vears in the
State. The best possible work was done by
the settlers themselves; so much so that in
some instances they did not even crop thelr
land when they had cleared it. They en-
‘deavonred to follow the adviece given to them
by the ex-Minister for Lands and his depart-
wmental officers with regard to fallowing.
They failowed their land and before they
could get a erop, they were thrown off their
blocks without a joh., without a hoh, with-
out anything at all. What are those settlers
to do? What is zhead of them?

The Minister for Railways: Without a
job, but with » sob in your voice.

Mr, CORBOY: The Minister would be
sobbing hinmelf about if, if he bhad gone
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through such an experience. These seitiers
did a fair thing. They developed their
blocks slong proper lines, and they adopted
the advice of the ex-Minister and his ex-
perts, Their reward was to be thrown off
their blocks on which all their money, as
well as that of the State, had been spent.

The Minister for Lands: Yom have no
right to say they were thrown off,

My, CORBOY: They were thrown off, and
1 can give the Minister instances,

The Minister for Lands: 1 do not know
of any.

Mr. CORBOY : Ten months ago the Agri-
culturat Bank refused to advance the settlers
any further money, and they had no option
but to walk off their bloeks.

The Minister for Lands: You said they
were thrown off their blocks.

Mr. CORBOY : When I say that they were
thrown off their blocks, I mean that, the
Agricultural Bank having refused further
andvances, 1he settlers had no option but to
walk off.

The Minister for Railways: There is a dif-
ference between being asked to resign and
being sacked.

Mr. CORBOY : But the result is the same.

Mr. Marshall: They tell me the Minister
got sacked because he was asleep on his en-
rine.

The Minister for Railways: But I have
been wide awake ever since.

Mr., CORBOY: As a matter of faet, it
was the best tarn that was ever done for the
Minister. That sacking has made him awake
Eor life.

The Minister for Railways: I've been wide
awake ever since.

The CHAIRMAN : Order! The hon, mem-
ber will proceed.

My, CORBOY : Sinece the settlers were re-
fused, some eight or nine months ago, any
further Agricultural Bank assistance, in con-
sequence of which they had to vacate their
blocks, they have heen offered the choice of
the abandoned blocks in the possession of
the bank. But that means that any block
worth taking over has had already spent on
it all the money that the Agricultnral Bank
will advanee for its development. Of what
advantage iz it to the Lakes Camm and Car-
mody settlers to bhe taken from their blocks
and put on te other blocks in respect of
which they ean get no financinl assistance
from the bank?

The Minister for Lands: Wheo says that?

Mr. CORBOY: That is the pesition.
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The Minister tor Lands: 1 say it is not.

Mr. CORBOY: Of course it is, and for
the last nine months I bave been endenvour-
ing to get some better offer from the man-
aging trustee of the bank, Mr. Melarty, and
I have not suceeeded yet.

The Minister for Lands: Perhaps you are
picking ount certain blocks.

Mr. CORBOY: No. 'There is no aban-
doned block available on which any of these
settlers would have a chance of suceess. Mr.
MeLarty will not agree to advanee enough
money to provide for the settlers for more
than one month.

Mr. Millington: You are more wary now.

Mr. CORBOY: Yes, after my experience.
What would be the position of these settlers
if they were to take up any of the abandoned
properties on the books of the Agrieultural
Bank? ‘ o

The Minister for Lands: They know.

Mr. CORBOY: Of course they know, and
I know, too. They would have no possihle
chance of success, and could not get more
than would keep them going for a single
month, on account of work on the block.
They would have no possible hope of secur-
ing an advance from the bank in order to
assist them to put in next yeamr’s erop. They
wonld have no chance of securing a virgin
block or of ohtaining advances to eover their
clearing work. The Minister knows that the
back will not open up any new accounts.
The bank regavd such transactions as I have
indicated as tantamount to epening up new
accounts, The Minister knows that ihese
settlers are in a desperate position. T say
advisedly that the ex-Minister for Lands
{Hon. M. F. Troy) is principally responsibie
for their situation, and the very least that
should be done for them is fo see that the
Agrieultural Bank shall assist them for 12
months. T am speaking not for inyvself but
for others who are in the same plight. Tt is
impossible to get from the Agricultural Bank
anything that will give me a chance to
succeed, or enable me to see 12 months
ahead. And what applies to me applies to
many others. It is no good the Premier, or
Mr. McLarty, or the Minister for Lands,
continning any longer this business of eir-
cumlocution, sending us backwards and for-
wards from one person tv anolher, and in
that way disowning responsibility,  Some-
body must shoulder the responsibility for
the position in which these settlers find
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themselves; someone must show them the
way out.

The Minister for Lands: Youn know we
have not been sending you backwards and
forwards, from one officer to another; we
settled the conditions under which Inspec-
tor Mitehell should interview the settlers,
and if yon go to the bank you will find
that that is so,

Mr. CORBOY: Does the Minister know
what the conditions are?

The Minister for Lands: Yes.

Mr. CORBOY: Does the Minister know
that Jnspector Mitehell has gone to that
area and has taken from every settler there
his eredit authority, and that where the
blocks of twoe seftlers have to be amalga-
mated, where one must go and the other
remnain, the eredit antherity has been taken
off and Mr. Melarty and his officers have
refused to say which of the two must stay,
and which must go? The settlers are left
to thrash that out amongst themselves, and
until they make up their minds as to who
shall remain and who shall go, no money
is available from the bank.

The Minister for Lands: That is not
true; there is only one way to do it, and
it 15 by mutual arrangement.

Mr. (CORBOY: I wish the Minister
would try the mutnal arrangement busi-
ness with the settlers.

The Minister for Lands: Your state-
ment that we are leaving them withont
money is not true.

Mr. CORBOY: It is true, and T will give
the Minister the names of the settlers con-
cerned.

The Minister for Lands: T should like to
have them.

Mr. CORBOY: I will give the Minister
the names of the settlers who bave had their
eredit authority stopped.

The Minister for Lands: And who are not
getting any money?

Mr. CORBOY : That is right.

The Minister for Tands: Well, who are
they?

Mr. CORBOY: I will give the Minister
four or five names.

The Minister for Lands: Tell nx who they
ave,

Mr. CORBOY: Ts it necessary that T
should give them here, to appear in “Han-
sard”?

The Minister for Lands: Yes, I want the
names of those who have been refused as-
sistance to get their harvest off,
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Mr. CORBOY: The Minister is twisting
now, He is asking me to give him the names
of those who have been refused help to get
their harvest off,

The Minister for Lands: You have said
that we are leaving them to decide amongst
themselves who is to stay and whe is to go
off, and that we are stopping them from
getting any money until they come to a de-
cision. What are the names?

Mr. CORBOY: I will give the Minister
four or five names.

The Minister for Lands: Your statement
is not right.

Mr. CORBOY: It is correct. It is not
right to leave it to the settlers to' fight lit
oui amongst themselves who is to go and is
to stay. Anyway, I appeal fo the Minister
fo rectify the matter. I think the bhank
should say whick man should go off, If the
Minister put himself in the position of a
settler, he would realise how unfair it was
that he and his neighbour should have to
thrash out such a matter between them. The
fact remains that these people are out in
that country 50, 60, and 70 miles from a
railway, and without a chance of getting
transport facilities, and the Government, in
my opinion, are doing a courageous thing
when they say that the settlers will have
to bhe shifted. I say that the Gov-
ernment should move the lot, and not leave
six or eight to earry the hurden.

Mr. Doney: They are not heing shifted
merely beeanse of the salinity in the soil.

Mr. CORBOY: If it will not grow crops,
what s the good of leaving the people
there? The hon. member, who has had con-
siderable experience as an Agvicwltural Bank
inspeector, wonld not take up any hlocks
down there. The Minister should pnll out
all these people, or clse give them a definite
assurance that they will have transport
facilities,

The Minister for Lands: You do not sug-
gest that we should foreibly remove them?
Some of those men have definitely said they
will not go. What would vou do with them?

Mr. CORBOY: Leave them there, but do
not waste any more of the State’s money on
them. T say that in all sincerity to the Min-
ister. If any of them want to remain there,
well, et them remain.

The Minister for Lands: You are going
to use a weapon that von say we should not
use.
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Mr, CORBOY: I say that none of them
should be left there unless you can offer
them transport faeilitiecs. Would the Min-
ister himself go out 60 miles from a railway
to grow wheat?

The Minister for

years ago.

Mr. CORBOY: Never mind what you did
20 years ago; would you do it to-day?

The Minister for Lands: Certainly not.

Mr. CORBOY: Well, do not waste the
State’s money, or the settlers’ money, by
leaving the settlers out there unless you pro-
vide transport facilities. If a man chooses
of his own free will to remain there, let him
remain. Those people are in a desperate
position to-day because they were misled by
the classification of the officeys of the Lands
Department and the Agrienltural Bank.
The classifications have since been discovered
to have been hopelessly wrong, and to have
misled not only the settlers, but the Govern-
ment.

The Minister for Railwavs: Quite apart
From the so0il analysis?

Mr. CORBOY: Yes, quite apart from it.
I know that my own block was econdemned
hefore the appearance of Dr. Teakle’s re-
port.

The Minister for Lands: Tell me when
your refusal was made; your report was in
very early.

My, CORBOY: It was not. My block
was inspected very early by Dr. Teakle, but
the report was not sent in early.

The Minister for Lands: It was one of
the few blocks inspeeted at an early stage.
There were two blocks, one north of the
other.

Mr. CORBOY: That is wo. Our blocks
were condemned, not because of salinity but
hecanse of the excessive area of morrel
conntry, and the inspector who condemned
the hlocks was the same man who classified
them before. I repeat that the settlers there
are in a desperate position, that they have
heen misled by the rveport of the CGovern-
ment officers, and the very least that can be
done iz to provide them with the oppor-
tunity to sueceed elsewhere. I tell the Min-
ister eandidly, I should like to meet him in
his office to diseuss the whole matter pri-
vately with him.

The Minister for Lands: Very well, meet
me to-morrow.

Lands: I did it 20
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Mr. CORBOY : I shall not he able to meet
the Minister to-morrew, as I am attending
the field days.

The Minister for Lands: But this s more
important.

Mr. CORBOY: The Minister should in-
terest himself in the direction of giving
these people an opportunity to go elsewhere.
I appeal to bim to rectify the wrong that
has been done, and net to leave 10 or 12
of the poor blighters out there withont any
chapnee of succeeding under existing condi-
tions.

HON. M. F. TROY (Mt Maguet)
{0.37]: I desire fo say a fow words, par-
ticnlarly because of the wholesale condem-
nation of the officers of the Lands Departi-
nent and the Agricultural Bank, and alse
because of the hon. member’s endeavour to
luy the blame at the door of the previous
Government, and on myself espeeially, for
the position in which the settlers in the area
in question now find themselves. Strange to
suy, I do not feel the least bit guilty. I con-
sider myself as having been particularly
conscientions and, so far as these settlers are
concerned, I endeavoured to act fairly and
squarely by them and the State. The method
ol settlement was merely a continuance of
the system that had been the enstom not only
in Western Australia but throughout Aus-
tralia. Every man in this country, anless
he is an ass, knows well that when he goes
out on the land, he takes chances. He
knows, too, that the time will come when he
will get a railway. What is the position of
these people who took up land that was
classified by the Lands Department as good?
We used to hear it said that the officers
of the Agrienltural Bank never agreed with
those of the Lands Department. Here, how-
ever, the officers of the two departments
agreed that the land was good. It was the
bisiness of these officers to determine the
quality of the land, and in this case they
agreed. The inspectors should know the
vountry, and Inspector Mitehell, as has been
said, declared that it was good land. YWhea
those people went ont from the railway they
did what thousands of others have done in
this country, and what thousands of others
will do again. So that experience is not by
any means singular. T can conseientiously
say that if T were Minister for Lands fo-
morrow I would do exaeily what I did be-
fore. It would be impossible to do othe:-
wise, unless it were determined never to
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allow people to move a yard out from a
railway except under the eare of a nurse.
The land down there is prodmcing good
crops. The hon. member says he did not
get good crops; but of course we know that
scme people get good crops, while others
can get only indifferent crops.

Mr. Corboy: No one down there got eight
bags, or anything like it

Hon. M. F. TROY: A deputation came
here this week, ineluding Mr. McMahon, a
highly respeeted settler at Lake Grace. He
is out there, and his brother-in-law also is’
settled out there. They told me they knew
of cight-bag erops out there,

The Minister for Lands: The average is
five bags.

Hon, M. F. TROY: Well that is very
good, surely.

Hon. W, D. Jolnson: I have known
McMabon for many years, and I can say he
pever had a failure; he could not have o
failure.

Hon. M. F. TRQY: ‘The Minister for
Lands says the average for that locality
is 15 bushels. That is extraordinarily good
for a new area where people are putfing in
their first crops. Most eertainly they got
good averages.

Mr. Corboy: They did not.

Hon. M. F. TROY: And now becauss
the men are 50 miles away from a railway
and in this economic depression the Govera-
ment cannot find the money with whieh
fo provide a railway, the Agricul-
toral Bank says the vettlers are to
be removed, and that Dr. Teakle's
veport has given them  eause to
reconsider their atfitnde. 1 am quite
sure that if a railway were built even half-
way out to the locality, Dr. Teakle’s report
wonld not have mueh weight in view of the
crops being grown there. The erops are the
best advertisement and, after all, the best
guide to any distriect. But because the
settlers are so far out from a railway, the
Agrieultural Bank thinks it wise to bring
them in instead of keeping them out there
and paxing a bonus on the cartage of their
wheat. Again, the hon. member has said
the late Government promised a railway.
gave a definite assurance that it would be
built. T say there is no truth in that state-
ment.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Well then the
settlers should never have heen put ont
there.
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Mr. Corboy: Of course not. Does the
hor. member deny that there was an impli-
cation that a railway would be provided?

Hon. M. P. TROY: An implication!

Mr. Corboy: Now do not shuffle on it.
You led us to believe there would be a rail-
way.

Hon. M. F. TROY: As a matter of fact
Y did not know the hon. member had a bloek
out there until I saw it advertised in the
Press. A little while ago he said he had
discussed it with me and that I bad put a
price on it. As a matfer of fact I did not
konow that he had a bloek, and certainly he
never discussed the price with me. I would
be astounded to know that he was asked to
pay 16s. per acre for his block, and I sug-
gest that the Minister for Lands make in-
quiries on that point.

The Minister for Lands: I think that is
right.

Mr. Corboy: Of course it is, and so too
in respect of another block alongside mine.
It is of no use the hon. membher frying to
make out that I am not telling the truth.

Hon, M. ¥. TROY: The average price
for land there is 8s. per acre.

My, Corboy: It is all very fine for the
hon. member o ask the Minister to try to
prove me a liar. 1 am not.

Hon. M. F. TROY : It is possible the hon.
member was asked to pay 16s. per acre for
his block, but as a matter of fact he did not
pay anything for it, because he got it for
the first five years for nothing.

The Minister for Railways: Was not this
part of the 3,500 farms scheme, and was not
that scheme to have been financed from the
Migration Vote, including water supplies
and railways?

Hon. M. F. TROY: Yes.

The Minister for Railways: So the rail-
way must have been promised.

Hon. M. F. TROY: No, it was not pro-
mised. T told the House last night that we
did not propose to throw open that land.
There were thousands clamouring for land,
and we spoke te Sir Cbarles Nathan and
Mr. Gunn of the Migration Commission
about the proposition. They said, “Throw
open that land and we will provide the
money for its settlement.” That was th=
position.

The Minister for Lands: I only wish
they had put it in writing.

Hon. M. ¥, TRQY: In those days there
was no necessity to put it in writing, for
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there was plenty of money, and the Migra-
tion Commission were very anxious to get
that scheme into operation. Had the proz-
perous econditions continued, there is nob
the slightest doubt the money would have
been provided, in which case the railways
would have heen built to those places ere
now, However, for lack of money, due rto
the early stages of the existing depression,
it eould not be done. The hon. member's
attack reminds me of another experience I
had in this Honse. When first I came here
Mr, Watts was member for Northam, and
he made an attack on the Government for
settling people out at Coweowing and Nan-
geenan. Hg said they would all have to le
brought back again. And his attack on the
Government was supported by the House.
Like that attack, this attack to-day is maie
by very short-sighted people. It is quite
possible that when prosperous conditions
return there will be a huge and insistent
demand for land beyond that which we are
discussing, and hundreds will go out there.
Then if later we fall on diffrcult times, some
other Minister will get into trouble for it.
Personally T would do the same thing again
to-day, for I did the hest thing possible for
those people. They were clamouring
to go on the land; and, afier all, they took
very little risk, for the Government were
standing behind them. [ regret that the
present Government should support the
Agricultural Bank in its attitude towards
those 35 settlers, for the settlers have told
me they de not want fo go.

Mr. Doney: They told me the same thing
only to-day.

Hon. M. F. TROY: They told me here
that they did not want to go. They are
growing magnificent ¢rops and they have no
desire to leave the district. I firmly believe
that if the Government had the money for
the building of the railway, those settlers
would not have to go. I do not feel the least
bit guilty about what I did. 1 was only fol-
lowing the same principle of land settlement
that had been followed in this country for
many years past. I even told the Royal
Commission that what the Government ought
to do is to try to get a road for those people.
To-day, with wheat at less than 2s. per
bushel, and isolated as they are 30 miles
from a railway, their condition is not an
enviable one. When the hon. member is a
bit older and has more knowledge he will
realise that the experience of a year or tws
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does not amount to very mmeh, and that
what he condemns to-day he will live to
applaud to-morrow. The same thing can be
said about the Mollerin settlers, for they also
are 50 miles out from a railway. Yet they
have no grievance. As for promising set-
tlers that they should get railways, there has
always been such an implication; when we
open up new country and put settlers on it
there is always the idea thai they will get
a railway later. And that will continue just
so long as there is development in Western
Australia. Now I want to say a word abont
irrigation. In view of the Government’s pro-
posals to undertake irrigation in the South-
West and open up new dairying country, I
ask the Minister what the Government are
doing in regard to Hevdsman’s Lake. On
the drainage of that area there was
expended £120,000, and I suppose with the
capitalisation plus interest and compound
interest it amounts to a very large sum to-
day. But why undertake a system of irriga-
tion in the South-West when we have this
Herdsman’s Lake area adjacent fo Perth,
almost within the city boundaries, and avail-
able for settlement? I should like to know
from: the Minister what is being done there.
Earlier in the yvear some settlers were put
on that Iand, but I do not think they have
done very well. There we have a large area
of country rendered available at great ex-
pense, and I should like to know what the
Minister proposes to do with it.

The Minister for Works: We spent £9,000
on drainage there last year.

Hon. AL ¥. TROY : 1t is curious that the
Government should be considering irrigation
schemes for dairying land in the South-West
when we have at Herdsman’s Lake a large
area of land not utilised.

The Minister for Railways: Herdsman’s
Lake is not a dairying proposition.

Hon. M. P. TROY : Then what is it?

The Minister for Lands: Ask your eol-
league behind you. He will have something
to say about it. As a matter of fact we have
50 or 60 people there now.

Hon. M. F. TROY: Regarding the settle-
ment of abandoned group settlement bloeks
in the Busselton district, the scheme may
work ont all right provided the blocks are
standardised. Of course any scheme of
settlement can succeed so long as the setilers
are on sustenance. 1 would not be inclined
to say too much about that scheme yei: it
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tiay pan out all right, but on the other hand
it may net. _

The Minister tor Lands: The men them-
selves are very proud of that settlement.

Hon. M. F. TROY: The Government will
have to be very eareful that they do not add
to the capitalisation of the hlocks. That is
all I bave to say. I am sorry ihe activities
of the Lands Department have subsided, but
I feel sure the time will come when we shali
get back to a more vigurous scheme of land
seftlement.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

MR. J. H SMITH (XNelson) [7.30]: I
wish to say a few words regarding the pos-
sibility of settling 5,000 people south of
Pinjarra along existing railways and roads.
I presume the Minister is anxious to know
where he could place men with a reason-
able chance of their being suceessful under
intense culture eonditions. During the de-
bate we have been told of men being re-
moved from outhack places where they had
been trying to make a living growing
wheat. I have smd on many occasions
that the time would come when the State
would find to its sorrow that farmers would
not be able to live entirely on the growing
of wheat. To eall wheatgrowers farmers
iz a misnomer; they should be called
wheatgrowers, while the agricnlturists of
the South-West should be called farmers.
I was pained and surprised at the remarks
of the Minister for Lands regarding the
Boyup Brook-Cranbrook railway. He said
the commencement of the earthworks was
not justified as a means of relieving nnem-
playment.

The Minister for Lands:
that.

Mr. J. H. SMTTH: If the construetion of
that line is not justified, then no railway
ever built in the State was justified. Ys it
because the Minister eannot see in that
direction? Ts it because he is not anxions
to have that part of the country de-
veloped?

The Minister for Lands:
say that.

Mr. J. H, SMITH: I can. and T will prove
it, What was the Minister's reason for
saving that the railway is not jastified?

The Minister for Lands: I did not say
it was not justifted.

I did not say

You cannot
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Mr. J. H. SMITIH: Two advisory boards
reported on the railway, and the building of
the line was sanctioned by Parliament. As
the Leader of the Opposition stated the
other night, it is advisable to get people to
work at something that will be reprodue-
tive. There are opportunities in the South
West to employ thousands of men who are
on sustenance at clearing land and putting
it in a fit state for future seleetion. The
proper poliey for land settlement in the
South-West is to send classifiers there he-
fore survey to pick ont tracts of suitable
land. Then the nnemployed eould be pro-
vided with work and given opportunities
to make homes for themselves. The mem-
her for South Fremantle, when presenting
the ease for the eonstruction of the rail-
way, quoled statisties and dealt fully with
the advisory board’s report. Ten years ago
within a radius of ten miles of the rail-
way route 20,000 acres were cleared at an
estimated cost of £8 an acre; 30,000 acres
were partly cleared at an estimated cost
of £2 10s. an acre, and there were 700 acres
ander orchard. There are three times that
area under orchard at present, and the
people need a railway. There were over
2,000 cows and over 100,000 sheep. That
was on land alreadv alienated. Taxation
or some other method would foree the
people holding 20,000 or 30,000 acres of
Innd to bring it into productivity, sell it
or forfeit it. T do not wish to consider
such people; 1 want to consider the people
who have been settled there for three gen-
erations struggling to make a suecess of
their holdings without railway facilities.
If there was not a sonl settled along the
route of the railway, on the advisory
board’s report, it would be the duty of any
Government to huild the line. I am sur-
prised that its construction has been de-
layed so long. According to the advisory
hoard’s report there were over 1,000,000
acres of first and good second class land, and
2,500 people ¢ould be settled on 400-acre
blocks and make a living right from the in-
ception. This is exelusive of timber land.
If the Government want to settle people on
land where the rainfall has been proved over
a2 number of wvears, there is their oppor-
tanity. The people in that part are doing
well. The Government should send their
surveyors through the district almost im-
mediately and throw the land open for
selection. If they did so, T guarantee that
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it would be selected. Eighteen months ago
I presented a report from Mr. Terry, a
surveyor who knows almost every inch of
the Soutli-West, and knows it better than
any other man. He forwarded to the Pre-
mier a plan showing that within a radius
of 20 miles of Manjimup, on land exelud-
ing timber areas, 200 people could be
settled. The Government are not looking
for tracts of country. Day after day depu-
tations are imploring that areas should he
thrown open for selection. Only the day
before yesterday there was a deputation
from Greenbushes, and ihere have been
others from Balingnp and Bridgetown.
When I made a remark at a South-West
conference that 5,000 blocks served hy rail-
ways and roads and having schools and other
facilities could be obtained in the South-
West, I was ridieuled and told it was im-
possible. If the Minister sent two or three
elasstfiers through the country, he would get
that number of blocks, but he could not
get them while land settlement is held up by
the Forests Department. The Conservator
of Forests is an excellent gentleman and |
have nothing against him pevsonally, but
Parliament has given him the powers of a
Caesar. He has more power than Mussolini
ever had, and it is impossible to get past
him. The Minister for Forests tells us from
time to time that he has revoked the dedi-
cation of certain areas, but land settlement
is held up by forestry, and Parliament will
have to deal with it. Publie opinion will
become so strong that when people are turn-
ing from the wleatbelt to the South-West,
the Government will have to take action to
inake the land available for agrieulture.
There is an area of land between Nannup
and Pemberton, karri and red gum country
that is dedicated for forestry. Between 500
and 600 men could be settled in that area,
and all that would be required in the way
of facilities would be a road. It is a beanti-
ful traet of country equal to any of the
valleys south of Manjimup and Pemberion.
Just out from Pemberton in a belt of karri
ceuntry the sawmillers have heen getting
16 to 22 per cent. of marketable timber over
the saws. It looked magnificent timber, but
the rest of it was ruined by while ants, gum
veins, cracks, water shakes and other faults.
In that distriet I understand that o few
blocks of land are to be thrown open for
selection. The same elass of country pre-
vails right through from Stirling’s Read to
Nannup, and I am told it is not good
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karri country, We have any amount
of timber land. Let us reserve what
is needed for timber purposes—I have
never advocated otherwise—but let wus
throw open the rest for selection. Areas
aroundl Greenbushes and Bridgetown have
been classified, as the Surveyor General
conll inform us, but they have been classi-
fied by men with a forest conscience, The
classifiers have wone through with a com-
pass and have looked at the tops of the
trees and estimated the loadage. The For-
ests Department officials now mark the frees
to be cut by sleeper cutters, and T have heen
informed that in one instance six or seven
trees that should have yielded four or five
loads did wot produce a single sleeper, while
from seven trees the cuiters got only five
sleepers. I appeal to the Minister to send
classifiers to the South-West. It would he
useless to send a classifier from the Fovests
Department. It wonld be idle to appenl
from Caesar to Caezar. The Couservator of
Forests says a partieular tree will produce
six loads of timber, but I defy any man to
say from merely viewing a tree standing
in the bush what loadage it will give. It
may lock a good healthy tree, but when
it is brought down, it is probably full of
pinholes, shakes, or dry-rot. Tree after
tree might be felled without producing a
sleeper. The department, however, say there
are so many loads in certain frees and that
they must be retained for forestry purpnses;
therefore the land cannot he made available
for aerienlture. T should like the Minis-
ter for Lands, in his reply, to give some
assurance to the people of the South-
West that elassifiers will he sent there.
‘When a deputation waited on the Minister
the day before vesterday, he said he pro-
posed to send our distriet survevor from
Brideetown with the forestry inspeetor. We
know these officials will disacree, and when
they disagree that is the end of land settle-
ment. Eighteen months aro, when the gen-
eral elections were being held, we were told
that if there was a change of Government
a classification would be made of the whola
of the South-West, that agrieuttural land
wonld be set aside and opened up for selec-
fion, and that forest: would he reserved
whether the areas had been dedicated or not.
People are still ervinz out for land. There
has heen a tremendous drop in the market
valne of our primary produets, our whaat
and our wool, and people are turning their
attention to parts of the State where the
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rainfall is assured, where fruitgrowing is
assured, and where dairying is bheing carried
on suceessfully. In a word, people are fry-
ing to get land in the South-West, but can-
not get it. I hope the Minister will carry
out the promises that were made by the Gov-
ernment, and see that a classification is made
by qualified men. 1f this work is earried
out there will be no need for group settle-
ments, nor will there be any need to call
for applications because so many people are
already waiting for land. When I say that
people are applying for land 1 am ridiculed.
We are told that so many applications have
been received and so many have been
granted. The fact 5 the applications are
never filed. No list is posted showing the
numher of people who have applied for
land during the past two vears. When the
authorities say that applications are filed,
they are hoodwinking people, If an applica-
tion is refused by the Forests Department,
it is not placed on any file. We do not
know who has applied, becanse no list is
kept. T want an assurance frem the Minis-
ter that he will send his land classifiers into
the distriets I have mentioned, The chair-
man of the advisory hoard, the Surveyor-
General, is responsible for the surveying of
land in the South-West. T want to know
whether that gentleman did or did not say
there were 2,600 acres of land served by a
railway and within 121 miles of it. T want
to know if the Minister will contradiet that
statement.

MR, WELLS (Canning) [7.50]: We¢
have been travelling rapidly over the south-
ern portion of the State. The member for
Yilgarn took us into the Lake Camm area,
and the member for Nelson took us into the
Manjimup distriect. I want to go back to
the Lake Camm area, which eomprises the
southern portion of the 3,500 farms scheme.
I know something about that country, for
I visit it three or four times a year, and
have an interest in the district. The mem-
ber tor Yilgarn said that the Federal Gov-
ernment, under the migration scheme, had
broken faith with the 300 settlers who have
tnken up land under the scheme to which 1
have referred. Undoubtedly a scare was
raised when Dr. Teakle was sent down there
to investigate the quality af the land be-
tween the Salmon Gum= and Lake Camm
areas. That gentlemun reported that alkali
had been discovered in the soil. No doubt
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the migration commission looked upon this
as a happy release from their obligations.
The people who have taken up land around
Lake Camm and Lake Carmody must now
feel that the railway which they were prom-
ised at the time the scheme was launched
will never be given to them. The settlers
went there under this migration scheme,
and were assured of railway transport,
water supplies and other facilities. They
believed that these facilities would be given
to them at no distant date. The salt bogey
was then put up. I believe it to be only a
bogey. I am not pitting my knowledge
against that of any seientist, but I held that
the proof of the pudding is in the eating.
The country is fertile, it has a wonderful
climate and rainfall, and is growing good
crops to-day. I do not agree with the mem-
ber for Yilgarn when he says the land is no
good. The land is good, and is capable of
growing excellent crops.

Hon. W. D. Johnsen: Fverything depends
ot the ramfall.

Mr. WELLS: The rainfall is there.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: There is no more
an assured rainfall than there is in any other
part of the wheat belt. In the wet weather
the salt question does not arise, but in a dry
season Lhe salt is disastrous.

Mr. WELLS: I am familiar with
many of the blecks that have been
condemned becanse of the decision of
the expert that they contain salt.

Let us take the country east of Wagin
Dumbleyung is u salt lake area, but grows
rood erops. At Lzke Grace there is one of
the largest salt lakes in the State, bui in
that district there are many fine holdings.
Newdegate is another seitlement that was
established six or seven years after Lake
Grace, the latter having been established for
15 or 20 years. Newdegate is still growing
excellent crops. The class of country is
exactly the same as the district I am speak-
ing of, namely, Loke King, Lake Carmody,
and so forth. In the Lake Camm district
excellent crops were grown last season and
the season before, and are growing this year.
It would be a mistake for the Government to
withdraw any of the settlers from that area.
It would be better to give them the facilities
they were promised, and to which they are
justly entitled under the scheme. Represen-
tations shounld be made to the member of the
commission who is coming fo Perth so that
the conditions under which the scheme was
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originally launched may be given to the set-
tlers who went out there in good faith, It
would be a greal pity to take the settlers
away. Many of them have sunk their life
savings in their holdings. They have cleared
a good deal of land, and built homes for
themselves. [ wish to read an extract from
a lefter written by a settier in the Lake
Camm area, This will show the position in
which the settlers find themselves to-day, and
Low necessary it is that they should receive
some assurance that they will be able to re-
main on their holdings. A large majority
of these people are satisfied to conticue, but
hope in the near future to receive an assur-
ance that they will be given the facilities
they were promised. The letter is dated 8th
October, and resds as follows:—

Thank you for your letter of the 20th
September. Mr. Mitchell-—the Agricultural
Bank inspector—ecalled on me to show me the
salt survey of our blocks. He had very little
titne to spare, and the information he had to
give wag not in accordance with that given
to me by the Trustees of the Apgrienltural
Bank. T showed him our crop. I do not think
therce is a finer erop anywhere in this State,
It is truly magnificent. T.ord knows T do not
wish fo embarrass the Government in any
way, but if T were in a fighting mood I would
nail this damnable salt lie to the counter by
arranging for a display in every shop window
in Perth of sheaves of wheat grown bere.
This crop has been grown on fallowed eoun-
try worked in accordance with the principles
taught at the agricultural colleges, with the
recognised quantities of seed and super, and
the result proves beyond any shadow of doubt
that this is a legitimate extension of the
wheat belt of the State. Now 1 am going to
use some foreible language in tlhie expression
of my opinion. Dr. Teakle has done the work
he was instructed to do in a painstaking and
accurate manner. His report has heen made
out in a strictly scientific spirit. The use that
is being made of his report is a prostitution
of science to expediency. That’s that. I am
in agreement with the recommendation of the
Royval Commission that it is not advisable in
the present circumstanves to maintain set-
tlers who are beyond 20 miles from a railway.
T admit the stern logic of Mr, MeLarty’s
statement to me to the effeet that he could
not lend any morc money in these areas be-
cause he had not the money to lend. Why
cannot some one be honest enough to say,
‘“The Government sent you out to pioneer
these areas in the belief that the migration
agreement would provide you with all that
was necessary to make your venture a sue-
cess. We regret that the Federal Government
cancelled the migration agreement, and in
consequence all your efforts are wasted. We
will now endeavour to give you a real chance
of making good, and when better times come
wo will see that you are given everyv oppor-
tunity to resume the land upon which you
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have expended so much effort at the cost of
so much hardship.’’ Cannot we find somcone
with guts enough to be honest and do the
straight thing? We are all in desperate
straits, but is that any reason why we should
behave as liars and sneak-thieves. Let the
Agricultural Bank acknowledge that for the
time leing it has lost its wmoney to the tune
of about €100,000. Let them give up their
attempts to wring the interest on their loans
out of the prospective harvest as they did
vut of the previons harvest. Let them
openly state that they cannot affoerd to main-
tain anyone in these areas at the present time,
instead of making the absurd and insulting
statements at present current about susten-
ance. Let the Government pass a short Act
to free the settlers on the 3,500 farmy scheme
from the harassing effect of their creditors,
and give them all an opporfunity to continue
the work of primary produetion in more fav-
ourable surroundings. The fact is, as you
know, that faith has been broken with the
gettlers, It is beside the point to diseuss
where the blame lies. TFaith has been broken
and restitution should be made.

Mr. Sleeman: Who is the writer of that
letter?

Mr. WELLS: It is a letter written by a
settler to a member of this Chamber.

The Minister for Lands: It is not a typieal
one.

Mr. Sleeman: On a point of order! If
the hon. member reads a letter sent to an-
ather member, should he not give the name
of the writer or lay the doeument on the
Table so that we can see the authority for
his statements?

Mr., WELLS: It ean be laid on the Table.

The CHAIRMAN: That is not necessary,
unless the hon. member desires to place it
on the Table.

Mr. Doney: What good is it likely to do?

Mr. Sleeman: What has that to do with
you?l

Mr. WELLS: T know the writer. He is
a4 type of settler we should be proud to have
in the State. He has hrought a lot of money
into Western Australis, and has spent it in
building up a home, and cultivating his land.
He has done a lot of work, and is a fine
example to other settlers. This letter shows
that faith has heen hroken with the people in
the district. 1 know the Governnent have not
the money with which to assist them as much
us is desired, but steps should certainly be
taken to bring the position clearly befora
the JMigration and Development Commis-
sion, when the representative of that body
arrives in Parth. Everything should be done
to provide those facilities which were pro-
mised when the settlers went into the dis-
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triet, I hope justice will be done to these
people in aceordance with the scheme under
which they took up their holdings.

MR, MILLINGTON (iMt. Hawthora)
[8.0]: Apparently, while there is a de-
crease in the expenditure of the Lands De-
partment, there is also, untortunately, a ds-
crease in the department’s activities as re-
gards new settlement. As against that,
however, it seeins to me that there never wus
a time when there was need for greater a:-
tivity, not in placing men on new holdings,
but in keeping men on holdings which thoy
have already taken up. Thus the Lands
Department have had to devise ways and
means of assisting settlers to remain on
their blocks, whereas in the past a land
settlement scheme has generally meant an
exfension of settlement. As regards the
new settlement mentioned by the Minister
for Lands, I took exception, early in the
piece, mainly on account of the shortage ct
finance, to money being expended in the
Nornalup distriet. I see, however, that the
Government are not overdoing that scheme,
but that there are other small schemes in
various parts of the Sonth-West receiving
attention. I listened carefully to the mem-
ber for Nelson (Mr. J. H. Bmith), who
again put in a plea for the extension of
the Boyup-Cranbrook railway. 1 weat
through that country and, like the Minister,
I recognised that it is not a wheat-growing
distriet, where a railway is positively essen-
tial, but a distriet where holdings range
from 3,000 acres up to 14,000 acres.

The Minister for Lands: There are bold-
ings of 30,000 acres.

Mr. MILLINGTON: I am speaking of
the holdings of men who interviewed me.
The main product there is wool. The dis-
trict is a pastoral district. How is the con-
struction of a railway to be justified even
in a reasonably good district if the onlv
backleading is to be wool? I put that aspeat
to the settlers who interviewed me, and they
said, “We mainly want the railway to cart
our super.” I should say that instead of
going to the enormous expense of puitiag
in a railway under those eonditions, it would
pay this eountry to cart the settlers’ super
for nothing on trucks. In my opinion,
something should be dene to decrease the
size of the holdings and thus ensure that
some of the 5,000 new settlers spoken of
will have land available for them. Ouge the
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railway is built, it will not be the State that
will get the increased land values resulting
from the railway extension. Those inereasad
values will acerue to the present owners of
the land, muclh of which would not be re-
guired by them under the closer settlement
scheme.

The Mimster for Works: And those
holders would want to cart their wool un
the roads alongside the railway.

Mr. MILLINGTON: Yes. They would
want their super earried at less than cost,
as is the recognised practice, whieh involves
an annual loss of £100,000. Of that loss,
let me say, I do not complain. I admit that
the difficulty in the distriet is the convey-
ance of super, but I d¢oubt whether the
settlers would give the Railway Department
their wool to transport. Therefore the pro-
posed railway extension is a matter for fur-
ther consideration. Apart from the exten-
sion of land seitlement, for which the de-
partment are responsible, there is now a
proposal to repatriate, a kind of de-settle-
ment proposal, for the area referred to as
the 3,500 farms area.

Hon, W. D. Johnson: That is not new;
it has been done before.

Mr. MILLINGTON: That also now be-
comes a suggested responsibility of the
Lands Department. In place of settlement,
there is to bc an exodus from a district
partly settled in a hurry. As for the sug-
gestion that the previous and the present
Giovernmentz have been unduly panicky re-
garding the proposal, T think we were par-
ticularly fortunate in that we went to the
extent we did in making investigations and
inquiries. This country would have been
saved s great deal of expense and some
costly blunders if simtlar invesfigations had
been made in connection with other land
settlement schemes, That eourse should have
been followed instead of rushing in on a
huge experiment such as group settlement
and finding, when it was teoo late, that
millions of money had been spent and
many people ruined, hecause the pro-
jeet was not what it seemed on paper.
Numerous people have taken upon
themselves the responsibility of eriticising
the Agrienltural Department’s exzpert, Dr.
Teakle. T venture to say that there is
not in this Chamber a better authority
from a technical or practical aspect, and
from knowledge of this and other countries,
than the scientist who made that investiga.

4681

tion. On even an isolated letter from some
interested person we are asked to regard
that expert’s report as diseredited. I know
of nothing more ridiculous. Dr. Teakle’s
report has to stand up against aetnal facts
and aetual practice. If he is wrong, it will
be demonstrated that he is wrong; but it
will not be demonstrated by letiers whieh
merely disclose that “a little knowledge is
a dangerous thing,” letters which et ont to
eriticise and helittle a man who has devoted
his life to specinlising in one partieular
branch of science. Indeed, there are many
aspectz of agrienltural seience on which Dr.
Teakle himself would not offer rcritieizms.
On this particular aspeet, however, he is
entitled to be regarded as an authority.
What are the faets? The memher for
Guildford-Midland (Hon. W. D. Johnson)
interjected that one eould mnot teil in one
year whether Dr. Teakle’s contention was
right or wrong. We know that Dr. Teakle
would not condemn a district where the land
was even impregnated with salt to the same
extent as in the area in question, if there
was a sufficient rainfall. We know from
practien]l experience that in lands whica
were cultivated and in eonnection with which
there was no suspicion of too great a quan-
tity of salt, cultivation eventually showed
salt. Thuat has been demonstrated in many
ports of YWestern Australia.

The Minister for Works: Yes; in parts of
my electorate.

Mr. MILLINGTON: It is too late to dis-
cover that land has too wmwuch salt after
furms have been ecleared and cultivated and
the district has been provided with railway
communieation. It is better that men shonld
not be allowed to develop farms only to dis-
cover, later on, that findings suech as Dr.
Teakle’s are correct. Some people seem to
think that Dr. Teakle condemned the whole
district, all the land; but he did nothing of
the kind. He merely showed ns what we
have to guard against, and that is an entirely
different proposition from a far-reaching
condemnation of a whole distriet. He points
out that there are certain deficiencies in the
soil, nnd also that some land earries too
much salt to allow of wheat being grown on
il as a commercial proposition. The present
nosition is that he has not bad an oppor- |
tunity of demonstrating in distriets actu-
ally developed whether he is right or wrong.
As regards the new distriet. however, he
has been able to demonstrate, by experiments
in the Saimon Gums district, the soundness
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of his conelusions. In the Salmon Gums dis-
triet he has shown just what is the diffi-
culty encountered by settlers who have been
strugeling for as many as 20 years and woa-
dering why they ecould not succeed. In the
Salmon Gums distriet quite a large ares
will have to go out of cultivation so far as
wheat is concerned; there is no getting away
[rom that. Yet Dr. Teakle deoes net con-
demn the whole of the Salmon Gums dis-
trict; he only condemns certain types of
land there. Had we originally known as
much as Dr. Teakle has taught us now, we
would not have gone to the expense of de-
veloping that distriet, and the settlers would
rot bave heen involved in the hopeless task
of trying to make wheat-growing a eommer-
cizl proposition there. Therefore people had
better pause before they condemn a man
whose seientific knowledge has saved us from
making a blunder in regard to this new
settlement. As to the Government’s resposn-
sibility, I cannot help remarking that in
times past there has been a competition be-
tween Governments and Ministers for Lands,
backed up by enthusiasts, in the matter of
the assistance that could be rendered to
speed up and extend land settlement in
Western Australia. As a result, land settle-
ment did extend rapidly, particularly during
the period of good priees, and when snitable
areas within a reasonably safe rainfall were
being developed. It is nmow snggested, he-
cunse of the suceess achieved in those dis-
triets, that there is no limit to the area which
can be successfully ecultivated in Western
Australin. The best judges we have, from
2 technieal standpoint and from the aspect
of experience, fully recognise that a district
which is safe from the peint of view of rair-
fall is within the development zone, Uui iJ
such distriets are to he successfully farmed,
the application of the very hest methods
15 essential. Fvery care must be cxer-
cised in distriets such as the Southern
Cross district, and right down to the
fringe of the 10in. rainfall. No matter how
enthusiastic we may he, these are factors
which must be {aken into consideration when
the Government are backing private enter-
prise to grow wheat, or for that matter to
raise sheep, in Western Australia. What-
. ever may bhe said about the inadvisableness
of placing restrictions on the individual, we
must bear in mind that the State of Western
Australia is backing the individual. There-
fore justification must be shown from the
State’s point of view as well as from the in-
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dividual’s when these risks are being taken.
There has been a suggestion, [ think from
the member for Pingelly (Mr. Brown), that
the Minister for Lands should not interfere
with the policy of the Agricultural Bank.
Probably no one knows better than the hon.
member that most influential and representa-
tive deputations are continually waiting on
the Minister to request him to interfere with
the Agricultural Bank's policy. From the
aspeet of policy the bank is continually
being asked to go greater distanees than it
wonld from purely banking considerations.
The policy of the institution has been deter-
mined hy Governments.

Mr. Brown: Yes, poliey, not workings.

Mr. MILLINGTON: And workings too,
I will guarantee that individual cases are
continually being brought under the notice
of the managing trustee. Partieularly is
that the position with regard to those least
worthy of consideration. They inelude, for
instance, many I.A.B. eclients, Pressure has
heen brought to bear on the Agrienltural
Bank trustees and on Ministers to keep men
on farms, whereas it would be a good thing
for the men, for the bank, and for the State
if they had heen put off their holdings, We
have heard the plea that Ministers should not
interfere with the policy of the Agricultural
Bank, yet members know that what I say
represents the faets. The bhank has been
particularly gencrous, and the trustees have
gone outside ordinary banking practices to
advance the npolicy of land settlement
thoughout the State. In my opinion, we
have gone too far in that respeet. The diffi-
culty has arisen on aecount of the atfempt
to speed up land settlement. When we rush

into propositions without due inguiry
mistakes are made. That aceounts largely
for the failure of the group settlement

seheme. Everyone knows we rshed into that
scheme without proper cousideration. It
was ill-considered from the point of view of
the individual as well as of the land on
which the individual was settled. We cannot
afford to make such mistakes in the future,
The eomplaint made regarding the delay i
connection with the 3,500 farms scheme was
not warranted. We were justified in going
slowly instead of unduly rushing into the
scheme, simply becanse plenty of money was
available. It is about time we considered
just how far the Agricultural Bank or the
Government should make themselves respon-
sible for individual settlers. Attempts have
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been made fo place the responsibility on
the Government and the hank. Onece the
Government or the bank back the individual
to the stage that the bank holds practically
the whole of the interest in the holding,
we will not inspire much sense of
responsibility in the settler himself. We
have accepted that responsibility regard-
ing the group settlers so that the
State possesses the value attached to the
holdings, with the result that the individual
seftler bas little intevest in his block. We
should make it worth while for the setfler
to possess a sense of respousibility through
having a decided interest in his helding,
which he will then seek to proteet. Unless
we do thet, we will not inspire a sense of
responsibility in him. There is a disposi-
tion, when failures occur, to approach the
Government and say, “What are you going
to do about it?’ TUnder the old system of
land settlement the farmer had fo get over
his own difficulties. It was then a case of
what he intended to do, not wbat the Agri-
cultural Bank trustecs or the Government
intended. The individual knew, he had tfo
make good, or he wonld lose his farm. We
wmust get back to that policy and thus ereate
the sense of responsibility that is so neces-
sary to assure the sureess of any land set-
tlement project. Two members have spoken
during the course of the debate regarding
diffienlties associated with land setflement in
their districts. I refer to the member for
Nelson (Mr. J. H. Smith} and the member
for Yilgarn-Coolgardie (Mr. Corboy), and
1 wish to deal with the difficulties in my dis-
trict. 1 do so merely beecause the interests of
the State are at stake. The Herdsman’s Lake
area was purchased by the Government for
closer settlement purposes, and that estate
has involved Western Australia in the ex-
penditure to date of upwards of £120,000.
That in¢ludes more on aceount of drainage
works than the actual purchase of the land.
The lake has been drained by the eonstrue-
tion of a tunnel extending for three miles to
the ocean. It was an expensive proposition,
and the estimates were greatly exceeded.
The original scheme was expected fo eost
£25,000, but it is well over £100,000 now.,
The big initial blunder—I do not know that
anyone here can be blamed for it—was in
connection with the high fand. Anyoene who
knows anything of the cultivation of swamp
areag will apprecjate the fact that it is
necessary to have high land upoun whiely
honses may be constructed, and which will
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give access to the lake. If the lake area is
to be adequately settled, it will be necessary
to purchase additional high land. It seems
to be generally expected in such eireum-
stances that the Government will pay faney
prices, but the faet is lost sight of that what-
ever the Government spend along those lines
must be added to the burden the individual
buyer of a block must shoulder. If there
is one factor that industry cannot stand in
Western Australia to-day, it is over-capital-
isation. It is elear that, having spent so
mueh money in conneetion with Herdsman’s
Lake, it must he settled properly and there-
fore additional high land will have to be
purchased so that each block will have some
high Iand on which 2 home can be erected.
The practice is to have a small proportion
of the high land plus a narrow strip of
land stretching into the lake.

Mr. Angelo: How many people have been
established on the land there?

Mr. MILLINGTON: Not a great many are
doing any good; L shall deal with that later
on. When I consider what the Government
have done to date, I am afraid they are not
too sure whether the people are heing placed
there under a scheme of land settlement or
whether it is  regarded as a residential
scheme. At present each bloeck has an aere
of high iand on whiech a cottage has been
built at a cost of about £260. Then there are
five aeres of swamp land whieh, capitalized
at £70 an acre, represents another £350, mak-
ing a total in respect of each block of some-
where in the vieinity of £600. Those who
have taken up blocks say that they went
there under the impression that it would be
possible to make & living. They now find
theniselves in diffienlties. I cannot say that
I blame the Government or the officials or
anyone else in particular., Those who have
taken up blocks now realise the difficulties
that attach {o the tultivation of swamp lands.
It constitutes a great problem. At times the
effort seems to be successful. A lot of money
has been wasted in connection with the set-
tlement of such areas, and in support of that
statement I quote the Peel Estate. It has
hecome recognised that in order to suceess-
fally cultivate such areas, the swamp must
be drained in winter and yet it must ba
possible to irrigate the holdings in summer.
In the first place, the ares must he
efficiently drained, otherwise it is impossible
to do any good with sueh a proposition.
The Herdsman’s Lake area has not been
sufficiently drained yet. Tt has heen par-
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tially drained for some time and one wonld
have thought that the land would have sweet-
ened up by now. That has not proved to
be s0 in the areas that were recently settled.
The Minister for Aprienlture, the Director
of Agriculture, Dr. Simpson and other agri-
cultural advisers went over the land. Dur-
ing this winter it was demonstrated that the
land was not droined snd could not be
drained under the present system. It has
heen asserted that the tunnel conveying the
water from Osborne Park, Njookenbooro,
and the surrounding distriet is not large
enough, particularly during the heavy rains,

The Minister for Lands: That is a lay-
man’s opinion against professional opinion.

Mr. MILLINGTON: I said that it was
alleged to he so. I do not think that the
surveyors deny the fact. I asked them if it
were s0, and they did not deny the statement
that the water banks up during the period
of heavy rains. If that is so, it means that,
there being a 15ft. fall from Osborne Park,
that water, when it reaches the level part,
banks up and cannot get away, with the
result that the holdings in the wwamp areas
are flooded. That diffieulty may be over-
come. The settlers have bheen asked to pay
£1 a week for their holdings and, in addi-
tion, they are expected to make a living.
I was interested in the suggestion advanced
by the member for Swan (Mr. Sampson)
regarding the establishment of small hold-
ings, We have always supported that idea
and I think the system will have to be de-
veloped, partienlarly in the ceastal areas.
Encouragement will be lent to sueh a pro-
position when people become interested in
making a living rather than in  making
money. [t is surprising what a small area
of land will produce if properly cultivated.
Kven those who work for wages would find
cncouragement in the development of small
holdings, for it would help them to produce
something for themselves when they were
ovut of employment. The Herdsman’s Lake
blocks are suitable for that purpose. The
difficulty is that we cannot find men with
sufticient money to participate in the scheme
and even with the long terms provided, the
settlers, «oeing that they have to pay £1 a
wevk, expect to be able to make a living for
themselves and their families straight away.
I do neot know of any swamp land that will
beeome productive immediately. The diffi-
culty of the settlers there arises from the
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fact that they were put an their holdings
during the winter and they expected to he
able to grow something for themselves,
whereas it has been practically impossible to
do so. The result is that nearly all the set-
tlers are in diffieulties and I think eonsid-
eration should be extended to them along the
lines of conditional purchase terms, under
which no rent is charged for the first five
vears, During that period the settlers
would have an opportunity to make their
holdings productive. The clearing of rushes
is expensive and I am fold that in places it
costs from £10 to £20 an acre to get the
rushes completely out of the soil. We have
interviewed the Minister on many oceasions
but he takes the view that it is not a land
settlement scheme. If that is so, there is no
need for the Government to give the setfler
five acres. One acre would he safficient for
a man to enahle him to go in for pigs and
poultry. I know of a block of 24 acres that
keeps two men fully oceupied throughout
the year. It is most produetive swamp land.
In those circumstances, with five acres a
settler should have sufficient land to main-

tain  himself and his family in  reas-
onable comfort, but the fact remains
that those who are sefiled there
now have reached the stage at which
they cannmot possibly pay their ~way.

1 have been endeavouring to get considera-
tion from the department, but for some
reason this Jand settlement scheme is under
the Workers' Homes Board, who lmow
nothing about land settlement or the diffi-
culties of those engaged in its early stages.
I quite agree it is only right the Workers’
Homes Board should attend to all matters
respecting the homes and collecting the
money, but surely it is for the Lands De-
partment to deal with all the problems
arising from land settlement. When one
settles on the land in any kind of primary
production and enters into competition, he
gets up against all sorts of difficulties, and
it requires officials who have had experi-
ence of land settlement to deal with the
situntion. However, T am mnot dictating
to the Government as to which department
should administer the seitlement, but T
say that for the time being, until that land
sweetens up, every censideration should be
shown to any settler prepared to go there
and knock the land into shape; at all
evenss, he should have consideration in
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point of his rent for at least the first 12
months. I am not saying anything about
the rent of the cottage; it would be quite
right to charge him rent for his eottage,
but the settler should be given at least 12
moenths’ exemption from his land rents in
order that he might have opportuniiy to
make the land produetive.

Mr. Marshall: Then why charge him
rent for his house?

Mr. MILLINGTON: Whatever the rea-
son for charging him rent for a small cot-
tage, the difficulty is that he has to pay
interest and sinking fund on land worth
£350 until it becomes productive. As for
the class of settler, I think that if a pretty
good type had been chosen all round, every
one of the blocks would have been settled.
One man out there is convineed that it is
impossible to get a living in the immediale
future. And that man, let me say, has
been the ehampion wheatgrower of the
State. He is a returned soldier and as a
wheatgrowier he was the outstanding ex-
ample of all his distriet. Yet he says he
cannot make a living for his wife and family
on that swamp land. Others out there,
first-class workmen, take the same view.
T told them I would do what 1 could for
theni, and would state their ease publicly,
but I can see nothing for it except the
giving of every consideration to those
people until it is possible for them to make
their land productive. I think T shall get
consideration for those settlers, beeause
neither the Minister nor any official could
foresee this diffienlty; they were not aware
of the salinity in the soil nor that the land
was not properly drained. Now that both
these defeets have been demonsirated, there
should be a reconsideration of policy re-
warding that settlement, and also, I hope,
an extension of the settlement. Wor sinece
we have the lake, the only thing to do is to
make the best we can of a bad bargain and
encourage the people to develop the land.
If that land be made productive in the
years to come, the settlers will have done
good work for themselves and for Western
Australia alike. I promised I would deo
my best to see that those settlers should
have every consideration. I believe that
in several instances they would be able to
pay part of their rent; but if it is insisted
upon that they shall pay all the rent, it
means that those who have gone there and
put good work into their holdings will be

4685

turned out, and others installed in their
places. At present, the only settlers who
can manage to moke good are those that
have outside employment. 1 want to see
settlers there who will devote their whole
time to the development of their holdines
and the bringing of them into full produc-
tion. We have there a setilement where no
railways are required, nor any expensive
roads.

The Minister for Lands:
pardon!

My, MILLINGTON: The road around
the lake is not an expensive one; it iz nnly
an ordinary limestone roand.

The Minister for Lands: You know what
they have cost?

Mr, MILLINGTON: Yes, and I know
also what the roads and railways in out-
lvine districts have cost. The land at
Herdsman’s Lake is perfectly good, once
it is sweetened. So, too, with all the swamp
lands in the metropolitan area. From less
than a square mile of land at Oshorne Park
there is taken each vear £60,000 worth of
produece. 1t shows what can be dene with
swamp lands. But there is any amount of
work entailed, and one requires to have plenty
of experience and knowledge. Therefore the
Minister shouid display a little patience, and
instead of demanding his pound of flesh now,
should give every eneourapement to those
prepared to work these swamp lands so that
thex may make homes for themselves in the
immediate vicinity of the Perth market. The
guestion of agriculture has alveady been
touched upon. T think our hig problem
lies in the betterment of our methods in
respect of production rather than in the land
settlement poliey which was so essential in
times pust. Largely the land is now setiled,
and the problem we have to face is the man-
ner in which we use the lands of the State.
[ am looking to members opposite to diseuss
the problems of agrieulture, and the keen
competition to which we are subjected in
respect of wheat, wool and all primary pro-
duets. T want to see that question intelli-
gently tackled by the experts of the Agrienl-
tural Department, coupled with the practical
knowledge of the agriculturists throughout
the State. I hope there will be that co-
operation in foture, for by that means I be-
lieve our methods ean still be improved and
that our main ohject in respect of agriculture
should be progress in that direction.

I beg your
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MR, BROWN (Pingelly) [8.40]: I de-
sire to say a few words on this subject,
partieularly in reference to the Lake Car-
mody settlers. North Lake Carmody and
part of Sonth Lake Carmody are in my
electorate. I had an opportunity of looking
at the map and seeing the number of blocks
eondemned on account of salinity in the soil,
something like 30 per cent, of them. As a
matter of fact, nearly every block was to
some extent affected. I am not going to
criticise Dr. Teakle, because it would be
foolish for me to have an opinion in opposi-
tion to that of a seientist. But I should like
to recall how that settlement took place. It
was in the time of the previous Government,
when money was very plentiful. The British
Government made available to Australia
some £30,000,000 for the settlement of virgin
connfry.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: We did not get it,
vour know.

Alr. BROWN: We got a lot of it. West-
ern Australia had the largest percentage of
virgin gountry in Australia, and so the Min-
ister for Lands requested the British Gov-
ernment to see that Western Australie shonld
wet its fair share of the money. But when
the depression fell upon ns, where was our
eountry, the land we had at Lake Carmody
and from there to Forrestania? Years ago
1 had the privilege of meeting Mr. Banks
Amery, Mr. Gunn and other members of the
Migration Commission. I met them two or
three times out at Kondinin, and siressed
upon them that the land we had available
was ot Lake Carmody and Forrestania. Mr.
Banks Amery went through the distriet and
was greatly impressed with the quality of
e soil. Such o diliculty as salinity of the
soil did not arise: we never dreamt that the
heautiful-looking country was impregnated
with salt. As the result of the redistribu-
tion of seats, this distriet was taken into the
Pingelly electorate, and so it hecame my
duty to go out through the settlement. I
did so 18 months ago, and all the farmers I
wet were living in hopes of making their
Liomes there, and were well satisfied. They
were then getting a eertain amount of money
for development purposes. The ground was
all virgin, the timber was all green, and so
it took a little time before they had their
lund ready for cuitivation. T think last year
was the first in which they had a fair
aren in erop. The retwrns were very
good indeed. Many of the farmers told

[ASSEMBLY.]

me they had got a six-bag average, and in
2 few instances T was told it was up to
eight bags, One of those blocks which gave
an eight-bag return last year now stands
condemned, although I have it on good auth-
ority that the existing erop on that binck is
quite as good as last year’s erop.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Are yon prepared
to certify the cight-bag crop?

AMr. BROWX: No. 1 know of it only
from letters I have received. T do not know
whether the money that was snpplied for
development purposes was made available
through the Aprienlturali Bank: I do not
know what amount of British money was
spent in that settlement, but, if there was
any so spent, I imagine it was secured at
a very cheap rate. Only a few weeks awo,
when first it beeame known that Dr. Teakle
had condemned a majority of the blocks in
the Lake Carmody distriet, n deputation was
sent up to Perth. T introduced that depu-
tation to the managing trustee of the Agri-
cultural Bank, and I thick eventually the
deputationists saw the Minister for Lands
and the head of practically every depart-
ment. When that deputation returned to
Lake Carmedy a meeting was beld, and I
have here a letter giving the resulis of that
meeting. [ do not know exactly how many
were present, but the voting was eight to
one that all should go off the land. Thay
were quite perpared to forsake their im-
provements, provided the Government -ave
them each a block in an area not more than
15 miles from a2 raillway. Theyv realised
that if there should be only a few settlers
left, they would be unlikely ever to get a
railway. Some of them are 55 miles out
from the railway, and they appreciate that
with only a settler here and there it wounld
be impossible for any Govermmment to build
a railway out to the setilement. They ask
what on earth have they to remain for. As
I mentioned the other night, one man with
a young family said, “Do you think it is
fair for me to leave my wife and family
1solated 50 miles from a railway? No. I
would like to be moved to a block in a more
settled area closer to a railway.” The Agri-
eultural Bank authorities are prepared to
transfer all those settlers who so desire {o
an abandoned or repossessed block. Many
settlers had capital when they went to the
Lake Carmody district. Omne man told me
he had spent £900 of his own money, an-
other over £1,000, ard I think the majority
have spent a considerable amount of their
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own money. In addition a certnin amouni
of Government money has heen expended,
T do not know how mueb it is, but I have
heard it suggested as being in the vicinity
of £500,000. When the settlers are trans-
ferred to other blocks, will they reecive any
compensation for the money they have spent,
or will they he allowed only the amount
advanced to them by the Government? Tf
they are to be placed on abandoned hiocks,
it has to be remembered that most aban-
doned blocks carry a eonsiderable liability.
The Managing Trustee of the Agrienliural
Rank informed me Ehat soch blocks would
be valued in accordance with present condi-
tions. I suppose the land would now be
vorth £1 an aere as against £2 three years
ago. If that is not done and those settlers
are placed on over-capitalised blocks, how
will they be able to make a suceess of them?

The Minister tor Lands: T am not going
{o answer that argnment here to-night.

Mr. BROWN: The soil of Western Aus-
tralia is patchy. Possibly many of the sban-
doned blocks are of poor (uality soil, and
prohably were abandoned when wheat prices
were good. Only in the last 12 or 18 months
liave prices been low.

(M. J. H. Smith took the Chair.]

Mr, Sleeman: They would not have been
abandoned when prices were good.

Mr, BROWN: Some of them have been
abandoned for two years. OUn some of
them I would uwot wishk to see my worst
enemy settled. Some repossessed farms are
really good farms, with as much as 1,600
to 1,700 acres cleared, but they were over-
eapitalised, and the holders found it im-
possible to pay infterest when prices
dropped. How much will be written off if
the Lake Carmody settlers are placed on
blocks of that kind? In the letter from'
the Take Carmody seftlers T am asked to
lind good bloeks of land for them. I could
not undertake that. No man eould pick a
block of land on paper. A careful inspes-
tion of the property is reguired by a prac-
tieal man befere he can form an opinion.
The Government shonld be prepared to write
down a considerable proportion of the
money owing on abandoned blocks before
putting other settlers on them. If a settler
took an abandoned block carrying a heavy
liability, how on earth could he be expected
to make good? Tt would he an impossi-
bilitv. The bank will have to be prepared
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to write off large amounts before they place
the unfortunate settlers on abandoned
blocks. T have been asked repeatedly what
distriet I would recommend. I saw a lst
ol repossessed blocks that had been sup-
plied to a member of the deputation, and
they were seattered all over the wheat beit.
T have heen told that some of the Lake Ca:-
mody settlers may be sent to Lake Brown,
where the salt is already hindering the
farmers.

The Minister for Lands:
best authority, is it{

Mr. BROWN: Yes. Perhaps the Minister
would be surprised if I told him my au-
thority. It was the Minister for Works,

The Minister for Lands: Did he say ke
was going to send the Lake Carmody settlers
there?

Mr. BROWN: No, but that is where the
condemned blocks are.

Mr. Hegney called attention to the state
of the Commiftee. Quorum formed.

Mr. BROWN: The Minister for Works
did rnot tell me that the Government in-
tended to send seitlers to the Lake Brown
distriet, but unfortunately some of the aval-
able blocks there are within 15 miles of a
railway, and may be in possession of the
Agricultural Bank. The Government will
need to be careful where they send the
settlers who abandon their holdings in the
Lake Carmody distriet Another point is
that we cannot afford to delay. Those
settlers have to take their crops off. They
will then bave to be moved to another block,
which will take a considerable time. What
will be the state of the new block? Will it
be under fallow? Will it be possible to pat
in a erop straight away? Will the bank be
prepared to grant sustenance and a certain
amount of money to enable the settlers to
carry on? It is the poliey of the bank not
to advance money on other than fallowcd
fand. If the Lake Carmody settlers are to
be moved to repossessed blocks, there will
be no fallow, and how long will the settlers
be on the new blocks before they get any
return? Those points must be considerad.
If they could only vemain where they arve,
they have means of getting some return, ke-
cause nearly every one of the condemmed
blocks in the Lake Carmody distriet has
fallowed land. Those men have heen fal-
lowing all the time. Many of the bloeks
have 300 or 400 acres of erop, and it was
only recently that the bombshell came noti-

That is your



4688

fyving them that Dr. Teakle had made an
analysis of the soil and had condemned the
blocks. The matter is indeed serious. If
lhe salt is too bad to enable crops to be
produced, the sooner settlers are removed
from the affected districts the better. A
peculiar fact is that the settlers south of
Lake Carmody, right away in the direction
of Lake Camm and Lake Xing, are not de-
sirous of leaving their holdings. 1 agreo
with the member for Canning (Mr. Wells)
that the men who went there with the idea
of making homes are perfectly satisfied pro-
vided the Gtovernment give them the assist-
anee they require and build a railway wituin
a reasonable time. I remember when M.
Bankes Amery and Mr. Gunn were here it
was stated to be part of the scheme that n
ratlway should be built to the district as
quickly as possible, and I have no doubt
the settlers were induced to go out there in
the belief that a railway would be built in
the near future.

My, Sleeman: Bad lnck for them that
another party came into power.

Mr. BROWN: Had the Collier Govern-
ment eontinued in power, they would not
have been in any better position to help the
settlers. In fact the ex-Minister for Lands
stated that any Government would be very
foolish if it proceeded along lines econtravy
to the views expressed by an expert like
Dr. Teakle. T have been through the
distriet a good deal, and there are hundreds
of miles of cleared roads.

Mr, Wells: A chain wide, too.

Mr. BROWXN: Yes. The Forrestania area
was said to be the largest avea of first-elass
land available for seftlement in Australia,
The settlement of Lake Carmody and Lake
King is only on the fringe of it, although
it is part of the 3,500 farms scheme,

The Minister for Lands: That is all that
is in your eclectorate.

Mr. BROYWN: Forrestania is just outside
my electorate. Aceording to the advisory
board’s plan, the railway wsas to proceed
from Higham Roek for 32 miles in the direc-
tion of Forrestania, If that railway were
built:

The Minister for Lands: Ts there any set-
tlement there?

Mr. BROWX: If the railway were huilt,
there would be settlement, but settlers are
not encouraged to go there. I am not sure
that the Forrestania land has been tested
for salt. I understand that Dr. Teakle bas
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tested only those blocks on which people are
settled. I know that the Government have
no money, and that the Agricultural Bank
has none tor advancing to settlers for fenc-
ing purposes. | am fold that the blocks
are not fit for settlement, and that it is
therefore not wise to =pend any more .noney
upon them. The State ix likely to lose a
good deal of money. It may be that if is
po=sible to put these people on to abandoned
blocks which are not now producing any-
thing. We have to look to the future and
consider whether, if we put the settlers on
abandoned blocks, which have heen wiven
up by farmers who could not make a living
upon them, we shall be putting the country
to still greater expense. The matter is a
serions one, T do not think, on top of this
report, it would be advisable to allow the
settlers to remain there any longer. If there
was any indication of a railway going out
to the distriet within a few months, T be-
lieve not ane of the settlers who is now ask-
ing to he removed would desire to go. 1
was surprised to hear the member for M.
Hawthorn say that the Minister for Lands
dictated terms to the JAgricultural Bank. 1
have never found that to be o. T have had
letters from settlers saying they ¢ould not get
satisfaction from the bank, svd asking me
to appeat to the Minister. I have done this
and he has held the same view that I have
held, namely, that sueh-and-such a  settler
should rveceive further assistance. Ou the
matter heing brought before the bank the
trustees have said, “No, the settler has had
up to his limit and it would not be advisable
to advanee hiin any more money.” The re-
sult has heen that the settler has had no
further advance. .Although 1 have had the
support of the Minister, in no case have 1
heen able to get anything from ihe hank
when the trustees have said “No.! 1 am
sure the Minister would not like to have that
power over the bank, whereby he could in-
duce the trusfees to make further advances
to settlers. 1 will give another instance.
A man has hetween 300 and 400 acres of
erop in a settled avea. On one side of
him there isx virgin country that is
infested with all kinds of vermin. The
Agricalturnl Bapk bhas his  land as
seenrity, When he asked for an advance
for wire netting the bank ruplied, “No, youn
are up to the limit, and it is not considered
advisable to advance vou any more money.”
The result bas been that the rabbits have
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euten the whole of the crop. I do noi think
the bank’s attitude was good policy, for it
was the opinion of the trustees that the
seftler had horrowed up to the limit.

The Minister for Lands: Where is this
place?

Mr. BROWN : About 10 miles from Knulin.
The settler was not able to get any wire
netting, nnd lost his erop. T always thought
we were going to have o seitlement under
the 3.500 farms seheme, and that the people
there would be happy and contented. T
alzo thought they would get every assistance
that vould be supplied to them within rea-
<o All their money is now sunk in their
properties, but they are told they must make
4 fresh start somewhere else. No member
enn be content that such things should
happen, Tt is the wish of all that our ser-
tlers should be happy and contented. We
gre, however, in such finanecial stress that
the Government cannot find the money for
water conservation, feneing, or the building
of a railway. TIf the Government have a
number of abandoned blocks on their hands
within easy distance of a line, perhaps the
best way ont of the difficulty would be to
place these unfortunate people on those
hocks. T hope the Government will assist
them to the utmost extent possible, and do
so very quickly. Thay need some encourage-
ment to get in n little erop next vear and
make their places self-supporting.

[Mr. Angelo took the Chair.)

MR. J. 1. MANN (Beverley) [98]: 1
wish to refer particularly t: the settlement
around Narembeen. There are farmers there
who have been placed 50 miles east of Nar-
embeen. I cannot see any hope for them
while they are so far from a railway.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: If they snecceed,
those who are near the railway will make
fortunes.

Mr. J. I. MANN: I had hoped it would
be possible to continue the Karlearin line, so
that transport facilities eould be brought
nearer to these settlers. The Minister for
Lands knows this country well. It is a fine
belt. I hope he will try to provide some
nrsistance for these people. If it is not
r-ossible to give reilway facilities, I hope
the Goovernment will consider giving a bonus
or wheat carting. The settlers bave re-
mained there this vear in an endeavour to
make good, and T hope some assistanee will
be given along the lines I have indicated.
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MR. DONEY (Williams - Narrogin)
(910]: The member for Yilgarn told us it
was absolutely essential we should fix upon
someone the responsibility for the settlement
of the salt-infected portions of the area com-
prised in the 3,500 farms scheme. I do not
see things in that way. It seems futile to
waste time trving to fix the blame upon
someone. That will not provide a solution
of the problem. Even if we do fix the
blame, the trouble remains untouched and
uninflueneed. Nor is it necessary to secure
any vietory for any partieular point of view,
What &s material is that we prevent any
calamity from happening in this area. It
would be a calamity to take these people
away from that part of the State unless
there is some veal necessity for so doing.
It would also be a calamity to permit them
to go on if the future is as black as D
Teakle paints it. The doctor may be right
and he may be wrong. I think he is wrong.
He certainly has the support of a brother
professor. No doubt if he put his case be-
fore a number of scientists, lie might have
the whole gathering with him, but he is
unable to convinee a gathering of farmers.
It seems to be a question of theory versus
practice. My experienee is that in such
cases practice wins. If Dr. Teakie is correct
in his statement, there exists no proof of it.
Ounly the future ean show whether his state-
ment is correct or not. '

The Minister for Lands:
Brown,

Mr, DONEY: There is a material difter-
ence between the two centres, 1 am speak-
ing to-night because during ihe afternoon
I met in the city a committee of five or six
nen representing the settlers in the Lakes
King and Camm districts. It is right that
their viewpoints should be considered. They
Furnished me with a lot of interesting data
and quoted me the cases of several farmers
ont there. The tendency of this data is to
prove that this land, which has heen con-
demned, is extremely productive. . They in-
stanced the case of a man named Cameron,
who from 100 acres last year took 750 hags
of wheat. From one lot of 20 aecres he
reaped 161 bags. This lot had leen con-
demned by Dr. Teakle as being unusnally
salty. 1t would appear that this unusually
ralty piece of ground was more productive
than any other part of the helding that was
under erop. Another case was that of a

Look at Lake
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Mr. Waits. La<t vear, trom new unfallowed
ground which had merely been drilled, he

obtained an average of 18 hushels. A M.
Salter, from condemned land, reaped an
average of six hags to the acre. A Captain

Carter this year has a standing crop which
looks likely to go six bags to the acve. This
also is condemned land. T can understand
there may be a difference of opinjen o~ lo
the ¢rops, hut 1 maintain there i» no room
for mistakes in regavd to dams. T believe
that in this aren no dam put down with
Agrienttural Bank money ¢an be sunk to a
depth of less than 11 teet. There is the case
of the dam sunk on Mr., Shield’s farm, in
supposedly =aline =o0il. The water is, how-
over, fresh. T helieve that nearly all the
settlers in the men have dams. The infor-
mation supplied to me shows that these vary
in depth from 11 to 14 feet. In only one
case is there a salt dam, and that is salt
heease the settler was stupid  encugh to
sink it in a salt pan.

Mr. Wells: That is used for swimming.

Mr. DONEY: I do uot think it is possible
to tind in any other part of the State such
a large proportion of freshwater dams as is
seen in this distriet, where the percentage of
salinity in the soil is said to be =0 high.
Reference was made by the Minister to the
Lake Brown district. I am told that ac-
eording to Dr. Teakle's report that district
shows far less salt than does the area
arcund Lakes King, Camm, and Carmody.
Despite that faet, the salt is perceivable,
cither from the colour of the soil or from
its taste, or from the taste of the water
in the dams. I am not asserting that this
is correet, but the friends who have given
the information ave highly reputable men:
and it is eorrect according to the best of
their belief, at all events. Tt was also
pointed out to me by these men that in
one case where Ir. Teakle had found un-
due salinity, there was a good crvop, and
that wpon this being mentioned ic Dr.
Teakle he said, *‘ Very good, but next year
youn will find that practieally no crop will
be got from the same soil.”” That ‘‘next
year’' is the current year; and I say that
in this eurrent year there is a finer ¢rop on
that land than there was last year. The
land is in the Lake King area. I wonder,
and I should like the Minister to inform
me, whether Dr. Teakle has ever conducted
experiments of the same natore in any
other part of the State.

[ASSEMBLY.]

MR. SAMPSON (Swan) [9.18]): I de-
site to express my appreciation of the
broad-mtinded attitude and the outstanding
industry which the Minister has shown with
regard to lands in the hills district. For a
long time I have endeavoured Lo attraet
greater interest to those lands, because I
am thoroughly convinced that {heir utilisa-
tion is a wise and a payable proposition.
I am gratetul to the Minister for the visits
he has paid to the distriet, and I desire to
express my thanks to him for the practical
work he has done in throwing open lands
which have been withheld from enltivation
almost right up te the present.

Mr. Sleeman:  Whereahouts?
munda?

Mr. SAMPSOXN: This is in view of my
belief’ that one way, and the best way, out
of our present difficulties is the provision
of small allotments of land which can be
cultivated intensely, The Minister 1s, in
my opinion, doing the wisest possible thing.
To-night we bave heard n long story re-
garding the disabilities which wheat-
growers, and men engaged in other s
of cultivation, have to face: but we can
take heart of grace and enjoy eneourage-
ment from the knowledge that the people
in the hills distriet arve relatively better off
to-day than has ever been the case before.
T do not mean to say that they are posi-
tively better off than they have been pre-
viously, but relatively, in comparison with
people engaged in the cultivation of wheat.
Theretore T hope the Minister will continue
to carry out the policy of throwing open
those lands, and in fact extend that poliey.
I welcome this opportunity of expressing
my apreciation of the efforts he has made,

AMr. Sleeman drew attention to the state
of the Committee,

Kala-

Bells rung and a ¢uorum formed.

HON. A, McCALLUM (South Fremantlet
[9.23]: T =hall uot intensily the depressing
tone of thix debate. There has heen a ye-
cital of a succession of failures in land
settlement, T was wondering what a easual
visitor, drifting into this Chamber, would
think of the prospects of the country in the
light of the information furnished on thi:
portion of the Bstimates. T wish to offer
n few remarks on the Minister's statements
vegarding small holdings mround the wmet-
ropolis. He dismissed the proposition as
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not worth encouraging in view of the fact
that market gardening is not a payable in-
dustry at the moment. I agree with him
that at present market gardening does not
pay; but as regards puiting families on
small holdings around the metropolis, their
entering into the market gardening business
is not essential.  Large numbers of men
working in the metropolitan area are on
part time, and uot getting enough money to
keep their homes or rear their families. If
they were put on allotments whiere they
could grow enough to help to keep the homa
going, and, what is equally important, keep
the youths of their families oecupied, great
good would result. Shortly after entering
thi= Chamber T brought forward a scheme
fo giving additional employment to the
large nuamber of easual labourers at our
ports. T regret that during the six years
we were in office I was nnable to bring that
proposal to fruition.  The previons Gov-
ernment tried on three occasions to get an
adeguate Closer Settlement Bill passed.
The measure got through only towards the
end of our term, and only in a modifin
form: and then we could not secure suit-
able land handy to the ports. At this
moment, however, there is a chance of such
land being obtained. T desire to point out
te the Minister that there are now over
2.000 men looking for work on the water-
front, and that there is not enough emplov-
went fur a fourth of that number. Thus
the labour of about 1,500 men is being lost
to the countrs. The great majority of those
men bave families. Numbers of them have
sons now at the adolescent stage and out of
work, Those young men are living in the
town, and we all know what that means tu
a young man without employment. In any
case, the time of those youths is being idled
away. I suggest that the fathers of families
could be settled on blocks of about five aeres
with a permanent water supply. There is
country available that will grow anvihing.
Not only would they be able to grow enough
te keep up their homes, but employment
would be fonnd for the youths, and a liking
developed in them for cultivation of the
soil. They would also gain an insight in-o
some parts of the dairving industry.  The
proposal, if earried ount, would make a won-
derful improvement in the whole domestis
Jife of the families. While we were in office
we appronched the Commonwealth Govern-
ment with a view to their parting with the
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land they had resumed for the Henderson
Naval Base. I opened the matter up with
the Federal Government when I wag in Mel-
bourne, and corresponded with them on tke
subject later. T have visited Canberra and
Sydney twice sinee last Christmas, and on
each oceasion lave broached the issue to
the Commonwealth Government. I think
that it the present Government re-opened
the issue, they would have a good chance of
securing the land. The Commonweslth »e-
samed land from Fremantle to Spearwood,
Coogee and Point Peron, including Garden
Island.  Families could be setiled on the
beauntiful tuart couniry adjacent to Spear-
wood and Coogee. The district has a regn-
iar bus service.

The Minister for Lands:
zood road.

Hon. A. MeCALLUM: Yes. There is
also a taxi service, and sehools and other re-
guirerents are already provided, Some of
the finest gardens in the State are in that
area, With the transport facilities avail-
able, the settlers counld get inte work at the
port when required, and return to their
homes in the evening. When not at work,
they conld remain on their hlocks and en-
gage in developmental operations, They
could go in for fruit, pigs, pouliry, veget-
ables and keep a cow or two. There mre
many side-lines that could be developed;
and they would prove of economic value to
the settlers and to the State, while, af the
same time, they would provide the young
men of the family with some occupation at
a time when there is little hope of employ-
ment for them. T hope the Minister will
take this matter up with the Commonwealth
Government.  All idea of establishing the
naval base there has been abandoned. Why,
therefore, should sueh a streich of country
be held ille? A number of fine orchards
were established there when the Common-
wealth resumed the aren. Some of them are
held under lesse still, but a number of the
orchards were neglected and have gone back
nearly to a state of nature. There 15 a lot
of virgin eountry that ean be thrown open,
and there is an unlimited supply of magnifi-
cent water available at shallow depth. The,
s0il is gooil and the lpeality is handy to the
port.  Evervthing 1z in its favour. T am
given to understand that if representations
were made to the Commonwesalth at the
present juncture, there is every possibility
that the State would be able to secure the

And there is a
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land at a reasonable figure. It will not need
much money to inangurate the seheme ! have
propounded. Houses could bhe provided
somewhat similar to those erccted on the
Peel Estate. 1 understand a number of them
are still available, and they should be used.
All the fencing posts necessary could be ob-
tained on the blocks, and a 5-wire houndary
fence would be all that would be required.
A well would have to he sunk and all the
rest of the developmental! work would re-
solve itself into mere manual labour. The
great bulk of the men who would be affeeted
in the Fremantle distriet, are employed on
casnal Jabour, and instead of being idle when
they were ont of work, the scheme I havq
outlined would enahle them to engage in
produetive effort instead of vemaining idle.
Tn addition to that, as T have pointed out, it
would provide profitable oceupation for the
sons who then would not have to put in their
time as they ave unfortunately compelled to
do at the wmoment. The land was resumed
by the Commonwealth Government very
cheaply, and I think if representations were
made lo them, the State could secure it at a
nominal figure. It is hard to conceive any
reason for which the Commoenwealth would
require to retain the arvea now that the naval
base has heen abandoned. Many hundreds
of families could be established there. I
want the Minister to understand that I am
not advaneing this proposal with the idea of
the men engaging in market gardening. All
I sugpest is a means by which men casually
employed on the waterfront would have an
opportunity of developing a bolding during
the period they were out of work. I wag
interested when abroad to find that, although
I had no idea any such scheme was in opera-
tion, it is actually an established faet in Hol-
Jand and other parts of Europe where, when
a port is busy, the services of these men are
available.  Then in slack periods thev are
otherwise profitably engaged. During the
past bwo Years, T do not think the 2,000
waterside workers at Fremantle have aver-
aged £2 a1 week. The great bulk of them
would not have averaged 30s. a week. It is
donbtful whether there is work available to
keep one-fourth of them fully emploved
throwghout the year. 1 hope the Minister
will take up this matter with the Common-
wealth and if he should suceeed in coming
to terms, it <hould not he diflienlt to arrange
a sclieme that would result in the develop-
ment of the area 1 refer tao.

[ASSEMBLY.)

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS {(Hon.
(. G. Latham—York—in reply) [9.37]: I
thank hon. members for the manner in which
they have received the Lands FEstimates.
With regard to the suggestion advanced by
the member for South Fremantle (Hon. A.
MeCallum), T had no idea there was any
po=sibility of the State Government secur-
ing the land he has referred to. Had we
lieen aware of the faet, the position weould
Lave been investigated. I can assure him
that the matter will receive attention. 1
want to clear up any misunderstanding that
may have arisen from my remarks regarding
small bloeks for men on casual labour. 1
vanted to correct an impression that it was
possible for men so settled fo go in for
market gardening, It is not possible fo get
2 market for all their produce. The sug-
gestion advanced by the member for South
Fremantle is a totally different proposition
altegether. That is an ideal system, and
the scheme propounded by the hon. member
is one to which 1 will give every assistance
possible. I have been through that part of
the Fremantle district on several oeecasions
and I believe that we enuld produce there
gll the onions we require for piekling. It
is necessary to have a special variety of
onion for pickling, and the country there
appears to be ideal for that purpose. At
present, if the best vnions are required for
pickling, they have to be imported, and this
scheme seems to me fo open up an avenue
for industry. I ean assure the hon. member
that the matter will be taken up at once
with the Commonwealth authorities. T want
to correct a statement made by the member
for Williams-Narrogin (Mr. Doney). He
sail that he had received information re-
warding Dr. Teakle’s reporf on Lake Brown.
No official report has been received by the
departinent. | eannot vouch for the relia-
bility of the information that has reached
the hon. member, hecause we have not had
that information ourselves. The member for
Beverley (Me. J. I. Mann} referred to the
honus on wheat. The Government did azree
t: pay the farwers in the area he referred
te a bonus of 415d. a mile on wheat carted
20 miles or more from a railway. That
question ix now receiving the eonsideration
of the Treasurer, and I hope that some
arrangement will he made so that in all
probability we will pay some such bonus on
wheat earted over distances of 15 miles.
That will serve to encourage farmer~ to cart
their wheat. The member for Pingelly (Mr.
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Brown) dealt with a number of matters,
but I am afraid he has not as full a kmow-
ledge of the subjects he dealt with as he
ought to have. I cannot understand for
one moment the hon. member thinking that
wi would send an expert to Lake Brown
tc make an analysis of the soil, and before
he had coneluded his work. send men there
from ancther area, becanse thers was a sug-
gestion that there was too much alkali in
the distriet from which they had been taken.
T hope the hon. member has some idea of
the intelligence of departmenial officerz.
They would be responsible for actions such
as he suggested, and I certainly hope that
sneh things as he indieated are not likely
to take place. As a matter of fact, sinece
we found out that there was some element
of danger in the area he dealt with, no land
has been made available for selection. Al-
though the hon. member himself has brought
pressure to hear upon the authorities to
release land there, I want him to bear in
mind that, had it not been that I fook the
necessary precautions fo prevent anything
of the sort happening, we would now have
additional settlers in the areas concerming
which difficulties have arisen. The hon, mem-
ber has evidently been to the Agricultural
Bank and obtazined reliable information as
to what it is intended to do. It is proposed
to take the settlers ofi their holdings if they
desire to leave them—we shall not force thein
off their blocks—and place them on other
biocks that will be revaluned. T hope that
men who will avail themselves of that oppor-
tunity will have sufficient business know-
ledge to know whether they will be better
off on the blocks to which they may be trans-
ferred, and that we shall not have the
spectacle later on of those men finding that
the blocks they have taken up are not profit-
sble propositions, and members of Parlia-
ment appreaching Ministers with requests
to take the settlers off the land. If that
shonld happen, they will et litile support
from me. Farmers should know the value of
land, and if they take up fresh bloeks that
are revalued, the figure arrived at should be
reasonable, because land values are lower to-
day than I would care to mention to hon.
members. If we do transfer men from their
present holdings to others, it will be with
the intention of enabling them to 1re-
hebilitate themselves. We certainly do
not desire fo shift a settler from
one block to another where he will
be no heiter off than lhe was hefore. T ve-
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gret that it is true that some men on farms
could not make a living there at all, just
a5 in other oceupations we find men who are
equalty unsuccessful.  Personally, T wish
Parliament had long ago passed an Aect of
Parliament to prohibit members of Paxlia-
ment and Ministers using politieal influence
with departmental officers. If a man’s posi-
tion is fairly stated to departmental officers,
every eonsideration will be given him, There
1 no neeessity for politieal pressure, more
particularly hecause officers, in the faee of
such pressure, are at times apt to do things
that they would not ngree to in normal cir-
cumstances. When I look hack over the
few vears T have heen in thiz House, I wish
that we had passed an Aet, similar to that
npplying to the Commissioner of Railways,
under which members would not he allowed
to go to the Ministers and officials with eom-
plaints.

Mr, Marshall: But they should be able to
come heve and state their case.
_ The MINISTER FOR LANDS: T have
ne ohjection to that, but they go to depart-
mental officers and put up n ease, and some-
times the information given is not reliable,
although the mood faith in which it is given
is unquestionable. The member for Nelson
(Mr. J. H. Smith) declared that I said I
was not in favour of the coustruetion of the
Cranbrook-Boyup Brook railway. T did not
make that stntement. What I snid was that
until some adjustment of area was made
we would not be justified in building the
railway.,  We had n classifieation made of
the land along the route and it revealed
what a very =small arean of land is heing
used there.

Mr. J. H. Smith: You do not deny the
advisory board’s report?

The MINISTER FOR LAKNDS: I have
not even questioned if.  But there is no
doubt that as soou as the Bill authorising
the construetion of the railway passed this
House, all the land that conld be selected
alony the route was selected. Were it not
for n forestrv reserve down there, T doubt
whether there would be any  Crown  land
available within 13 miles of the line. We
have lad a classifieation made of the alien-
ated land, and have asked the holders of that
landl whether they were prepared to veturn
it to the Government, and at what price.
But we ate not going to enhauce the value
of the land by building the railway and then
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attempt to repurchase the land. Some of
those 3.000-aere and 4,000-aere properties
have only 1530 arrex c'eared, and the
rest will not be c¢leared for generations to
vome. If we are to spend a lot of public
money there, at lenst we shoulid be able to
place a lot more wettlers in the distriet =o
as to make traffic for the railway.

Mr. J. H. Smith: But already von have
an Aect under which von could repurchase
the land.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: But it is
a 1ost cumbersome process trying to put
that Act into operation. The Deputy Leader
of the Opposition knows that.

Hon. A. McCaillum: Yes, it is impossible,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
Premier when previously in office intro-
duced legislation that would have been
more effective, but it was thrown out by
another place. Not very long ago the mem-
ber for Nelson introduced a deputation to
me, in the absence of the Premier. I then
said that the Cranbrook-Boyup Breok line
would be the first to be construnected, but
that primarily we would want information
as to the land down there and the price at
which it would be available to us. The
liability existing on a lot of that land
wonld make it quite practicable for the
holders to release at least portien of their
holdings.

Mr. J. H. Swmith: But those settlers must
have railway Ffuellities.

The MINISTER TFOR LANDS: Ot
course they must. The hon. member told
the House that he could place 5,000 men
trom Pinjarra south. Buat if we cannot
get the money to buy this land between
Cranbrook and Boyup Brook, how are we
to find money for the purchase of land
from Dinjarra south? Only recontly we
lad eertain land along that route offered
te ns, hut the cheapest holding was offcred
at €3 3s. per arre, and that for nnimproved
land. We cannot place men on land at that
figure. Tf we are to buy Innd at a high
value and expeet men to make a living off
it besides improving it, then such land ean
only he sold to men who have capital.

Mr. ). H. S8mith: Hundreds of people
who want to go on the Jand do not require
finaneial assistance.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Tt the
hon. member will introduce them to me T
ean find land tor them at from £2 to €3 per
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acre, freehold land about the ecapabilities
of which there is no room for doubt.

Mr. J. H. Smith: But they all want to
ro an Crown lands.

The MINISTER FOR LANTMS: That is
the trouble. We do not seem to he able
to satisty all thowe that want Crown lands
in the South-West.

Mr. J. H. Smith: You =re not making
any effort to satisfy them.

The JMINISTER FOR LANDS: The
hon. member is now geing back to his pet
subject of the relative elaims of the Lands
Department and the Forests Department.

Ale. J, H. Smith: Well, you should make
a classification of the country.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I can-
not bring down a Bill dispossessing the
C'onservator of Forests of all the timber
land he kolds under statutory powers. The
timber in this country is of great value,
and I would not he earering out my respon-
sibility to the people of the State if I did
not work for my colleague in trying to con-
serve to the people their timber rights.
There are, in this State, many persons who
are quite prepared to seleet all our for-
extry land with a view to taking off the
timber and leaving the land. We are not
woing to permit that.

Mr., J. H. Smith: You have not moeh
knowledge of the South-West.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS : Most
of the restricted land settlement now
going on is going on in the South-West:
and it will continue, but it will be done on
pretty sound lines. The hon. member
bronght a man to see me nt Pemberton the
other day. He knows that the Forests De-
partment have been cleaving up that land
with a view to releasing it for agricultnral
purposes.

Mr. J. H, Smith: T did not know it then,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Well,
the hon. member knows it now. If he can
bring glong any man who knows of timber
country well worth releasing for agricul-
tural purposes, I am sure it will be re-
leased. The wmember for Canning (dr.
Wells) dealing with the lake country, read
a letter from a gentleman in that area
whom 1 esteem very mueh. But let me telt
the Tlouse that Dr. Teakle was not in-
structed to go out and report on that land
with a view to condemning it. The very
gentleman who wrote that letier was pre-
sent at a meeting at Lake King, and T was
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not aware that Dr, Teakle was at the meet-
ing. T told that gentleman definitely that
the Government had sent out their profes-
sional officer to advise them, but not to be
like some professional men who are very
pleased when they find something they are
looking for. What we desired Dr. Teakle
to look for was good land, not salty land.
I believe the report Dr. Teakle submitted
is a truthful report. Certainly he has the
necessary qualifications. He is a young
Western Australian who was a farmer un-
til he went to the University. From the
University he went to America, where he
studied further. Down in the Californian
area, at Sacramento Valley, where they
have great difficulties owing to salt and
chemieal deposits in the soil, he gained quite
a lot of experience. Long before I knew
who he was he told me of his experiences,
and what gypsum was doing to rid the land
of deleterious chemical actions. I myself
know of a farm which has been worked for
20 years. Two years ago it developed large
salt patches. It has a freshwater dam
within half a mile of where the salt patciies
developed, but it will not grow one bit of
hierbage to-day. So when these scientists
give us advice, we onght to beware of spend-
ing money [oolishly in keeping men out
there. T have no doubt we can place them
near a railway, with great advantage to the
State. The member for Yilgarmn-Coolgardie
{Mr. Corboy) made some wild and reckless
statements to-day. He led the Com-
mittee to believe we were going to send
a man ont and eause all sorts of trouble fo
those people.  Aetually we picked out a
senior officer who knew how to handle men.
After all, if there are two properties to be
amalgamated, the most reasonable thing to
do is to get the two settlers together and let
them try fo arrange between themselves
which is to go and which is to remain. I
am sure if they could not settle it any other
way they would draw lots for if, or get out
of it somehow. But for an officer to say to
one of them, “You have to go,” would set
up in both settlers resentment against the
officer. Every man on his holding who re-
quires financial assistanee to enahble him o
stav on hiz farm and take off his crop is
getting that assistance. I want to refute
the statement made by the hon. member that
we are cutting off the financial supplies to
those men. The statement is not trme or, if
il is, it is due to the fault of those men thera-
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selves, What I am sorry for is that if the
money had been available to build the rail-
way there would not have been so much
notice taken of the first discovery of salt at
Salmon Gums. But the people of the Starce
have a responsibility to the people there,
and the British Government and the Com-
monwealth Government share that responsi-
bility. I for one am nof going to relieve
either of those Governments from their re-
sponsibility,.  When over in the Eastern
States, I told the Commonwealth Govern-
ment we could not release them until ar-
rangements were made to repatriate those
people off their land, or alternatively to give
them facilities for remaining. When the
officer reaches here to-morrow, we will en-
deavour to persuade him of the responsi-
bility thevy have under that £34,000,000
apreement to those people, and to the
rpeople associated with them in this State.

Mr. MARSHALL: I move—
That progress be reported,
Motion put and negatived.

Vote put and passed. .

Vote—Immigration, £2,576:

Mr. SLEEMAN : It is ridicalous that this
department should appear in the Estimates.
Such 2 department should exist to bring
migrants to the State, and, if not for that
purpose——

The Minister for Railways: To send them
Home?

Mr. SLEEMAN: No, to colleet money due
to the Government by migrants who have
come here. There is no need for the depart-
ment to bring migrants out. We are all
agreed that for a considerable time there
will be no migration to this State. The esti-
mated revenue of the department is £177,
and to colleet it the Treasurer proposes to
expend £2,576. There is not much business
acumen about that. Last year the Govern-
ment expeeted a revenue of £1,000 and the
actual revenue was £709. Last year trans-
port, postage and telephones were io cost
£250, and this year £300 has been provided
for those items. The department should be
abolished. Tf that were done, several em-
ployees would be thrown out of work, but
perhaps they eould be absorbed in another
department.
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The Minister for Lands: The £709 is com-
mission on money collected for the Com-
monwealth Government.

Mr. SLEEMAN: Then why not let the
Commonwealth Government do their own
collecting and save the £2,576¢ The money
could be put to betier nse if it were devoted
to returning unfortunate migrants to their
own country.

The Minister for Railways: We could not
do that. Migrants owe the money to the
Commonwealth,

Mr. SLEEMAN: We should put up a
fight against that sort of thing. Beeause
Bill Jones owes the Commonwealth £5 for
a fare, is it right that the State should have
to maintain him indefinitely?

The Minister for Railways: Whether right
ar wrong, it is so.

Mr, SLEEMAN: Many of the migrants
will never be any good to the State and will
have to be maintained for the next 20 years.
Families in Fremantle have drawn from
£300 to £400 sustenance and the fathers
have been certified unfit for any work. Are
we to continue keeping such people year
after year? The House recently carried a
motion in favour of repatriating migrants,
but the Government were unsympathetic
and have done little towards giving effect
to the motion. However, I shall continue to
fight in the interests of the unfortunate
migrants. Quite a number of migrant fam-
ilies will eoufinue te cost the Government
£120 a year until the Government can find
work for the breadwinners. I have received
letters from migrants not only in this State
but from all parts of Australia.

The Minister for Works: Sueh is fame!

Mr. SLEEMAN: I am informed that a
petition bearing 100,000 signatures is to be
sent from Victoria to the House of Com-
mons praying that stranded migrants be
returned to the Old Country. Some of the
migrants are quite satisfied to stay, but those
who want to go home and cannot get work
should be sent back by the Government. We
onght to test the feeling of the Committee to
see whether it 1s a business proposition to
spend all this money for so small a return.
I doubt whether we shall get back even £83
this year. There is not muoch evidence of
business aeumen in this sort of transaction.
Unless the Minister ean give me some
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reasonable explanation of the figures on the
Estimates I will move to strike out the whole
vote.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: This is
not a revenue-earning department.
Mr. Sleeman: Is it there to be looked at?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: We have
a responsibility towards those migrants who
have come oui here, and it is necessary to
keep & staff employed to ecarry out this
responsibility.

Mr, Sleeman: For what purpose?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Many in-

quiries have to be answered.
Mr. Sleeman: Inquiries to go home?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS : From
people overseas. Most of the migrants have
their mail addressed to the office. We have
to look after these people. There is also a
considerable sum owing to the Common-
wealth Government.

Mr. J. H. Smith: How many migrants
have you had in the last two years?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS : Some
came ont in Decomber, 1929, Those people
have to be looked after for two years, and
this is the department to do it. I am glad
the passage money is owing to the Common-
wealth Government and not to the State.
Last year we received a grant from the Com-
monwealth as part of the salary of the
migration offieer. This year it has been cut
ouf. The officer was appointed for 18
months, and the Commonweaith recently ap-
pointed him for a further six menths.

My, Sleeman: That does not lessen your
expense.

The MINTSTER FOR LANDS: The ex-
pense bas been veduced by £1,065. We re-
ceive commission on the wmoney we collect
from the migrants, They are not all hard
up, for some of them are engaged in busi-
ness. Last year our vote was made up by
the part payment of the salary of the migra-
tion officer, but this year the contribution
from the Commonwealth has been with-
drawn. All inquiries as to how to get back
to England are made through this depart-
ment. People also send out the passage
money to enable their friends to go Home.
Everything to do with these requests has to
be verified. So soon &+ we ean transfer the
work to the Lands Department this wil] be
done. At present there are so many files
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dealing with migrants that there is no room
for them in the Lands Department.

Mr. SLEEMAN: I would not waste five
minutes over the person who had enough
money for his passage to England. The
Minister said that it was a breach of con-
tract to allow a migrant to leave the country.

The Minister for Lands: 1f a migrant has
been here for two years and owes us nething
we cannot stop him from leaving.

Mr. SLEEMAN : Most of the migranis
have been here for more than two years, and
will never be able to pay anything. We may
have to keep them indefinitely. It would
be much more economical to send them hack
to England. Tet the Minister put all the
files away with moth balls and leave them to
look after themselves. It is no use keeping
the department going merely for the sake
of bundles of files. The State and Federal
Governments are persecuting these migrants
in the effort to squeeze money out of them
as s00n as it is earned. 1 am sure that every
member of Cabinet realises it is a sounder
proposition to send these people back
than allow them to live here under haif-
starved conditions. No good purpose can
be served by retaining this department.

Mr. MARSHATLL: The Minister sayz
thai a certain gentleman—delegated, I as-
sume, by the Federal Government—is to
arrive here to-morrow for the purpose of
negotiating with the State Ministry the
breaking of an agreemeni which has existed
for some time between ihe Commonwealth
and Western Australia. The agreement em-
bodies much that comes under the heading
of migration. The agreement provided that
we should bring out so many migrants. T
ask, if it is pessible to break the agreement
in one respeet, is it not possible to break
the agreement so as to permit of the return
of migrants to a place which they prefer to
this country? The Western Australian
Government cannot tell the migrants that
tkey would not be as well off in their own
country as they are here. Let the migrants
choose for themselves. We have not found
tbhemn work, or happiness, or prosperity, or
comfort, or any of all the good things that
were promised them. Some of the migrants
are snffering hunger and are ill-clad and ill-
housed. Sinee we have not fulfilled our
undertaking to them, they are at liberty to
choose to return to their home. It is no:
economical to feed families perpetually at
great expense when we know from the utter-
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ances of the Premier that there is no possi-
bility for years to come of providing the
men with work. Only recently the Premier
stated that unemployment would be with us
probably for years, owing to the impossi-
bility of seeuring loans. It is absolutely un-
sound policy to retain people here and
merely enable them to keep body and sovl
together. There is no work for them in the
summmer, and most certainly there will be no
work for them next winter.

The Minister for Lands: A good many
lundreds of the migrants have gone Home.

Mr. MARSHALL: I am not concerned
about those hundreds; I am concerned ahont
the thousands who wish to go Home. The
misrepresentations of past Governments
brought them here. They were told all sorts
of rubbish. In any case, the best they could
get here was hard work; and even that .s
now unobtainable. It is idle to argue that
to return them would be wrong because of
the numbers of unemployed in Britain. The
additional number would not even be no-
ticed. Migrants who wish to go back should
be allowed to do so, and it is the Govern-
ment's duty to provide the necessary facili-
ties.

Hon. A. MeCALLUM: There is a good
deal in the argument that this depariment
onghi to be closed down. No migrants have
heen eoming for about two years.

The Minister for Lands: Sinee 1929,

Hon, A. MeCALLUM: Yet there is a
staff of ten clerks, whose only function, ae-
cording to the Minister, is fo act as deht
collectors for the Commonwealth. Surely
the Minister will not argue that the State
has te keep that staff to re-direet corres-
spondence for people who have been in
Western Australia two years or more?

The Minister for Lands: The officer in
charge is not there now.

Hon. A. McCALLUM: We are asked to
vote for this department £2,576.

The Minister for Lands: The former
officer in charge is doing work for the Un-
employment Board. There are nine elerks
now.

Hon. A, McCALLUM: But the officer in
charge is down for £570. Migration has not
been in aective operation for two years.
What can the staff possibly find to do? T
know that if they are left there they will
find work and build up records. Anyono
who has been in a department knows that.
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The Minister tor Lands: They deal with
other matters too.

Hon. A, MeCALLUM: Yhat matters?

The Minister for Lands: All corres-
pondence trom the (Md Country, There is
quite a lot of it.

Hon. A. M¢CALLUM: \What, after the
migrants have heen here:lor two years?

The Minister for Lands: There are
many inguiries about people who have
migrated here,

Hon. A. MeCALLUM: Surely there is
some other method of attending to that!

The Minister for Lands: It would have
to be done by someone else.

Hon. A, MeCALLUM: What happened
when we eame here? Was it necessary to
have police tracking us about the eountry?

The Minister for Lands: Unfortunately,
vour leader, as Premier, entered into an
ngreement to look after these people.

Hon. A, MeCALLUM: Does the Minis-
ter say that after two years we are to have
a sort of detective ageney

The Minister for Lands:
what it amounts to.

Hon. A. McCALLUM: It is high time
it was stopped. 1 would throw the ve-
gponsibility on to the Commonwealth to
colleet their money. .

The Minister for Lands:
vou agreed to do it,
provision for that.

Hon. A. MeCALLUM: I do nof know
that there is an agreement to that effect.
It seems anomalous to have an Immigra-
tion Department denling with sueh mat-
ters, although it is admitted that there has
been no migration from PBritain for two
years.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I pro-
puse to take this matter up with the officer
who i3 to arrive here to-morrow. Some
little time ago | deanlt with this, and asked
the Public Service Commissioner to look
into the position as we had an opportunity
to lease part of the building where the
department is housed. He did remove a
couple, but he said that the aecommedation
would prohably be vequired. I want to
clean up the whole matter with the officer
who will be here to-morrow. Tt must be
realizred that we had to earry out the terms
of the agreement that was entered into.
However, I give hon. members the nnder-
taking that T do want to clean up the mat-
ter, and T shall vo into it thoroughly.

Well, that is

But yon know
The agreement makes
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My, SLEEMAN: I will move that pro-
gress be reported. I think we should have
more information about this matter,

The Minister for Lands: There are only
a few items, and then we can get on with the
Health Estimates.

Mr. MARSHALL: The Minister has not
given us the information we required.

The Minister for Lands: 1 have promised
to elean il up. We may not be able to do
s0 by next Tuesday,

Mr, MARSHATL: If we report progress
to-night, the Minister ean go into the matter
with the official and then we will know on
Tuesday what has been done.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Members
should have the ‘fullest opportunity to dis-
cnes the items, but I cannot undertake to
dezl with the matter finally by Tuesday. The
officer may not be in a position to discuss
anything with us immediately he arrives to-
morrow. There are other things to be at-
tended 1o on Saturday, and Tuesday is
Cnbinet day, so we may not have a chanee
to further the matter then. T want to deal
with the question personally. I have given
my undertaking to elean up the matter.

Mr. SLEEMAN: An extraordinary posi-
tion has been disclosed. An officer is pro-
vided for in these Estimates, but he is not
in the department at all, being engaged on
nnemployment work, In those ciremmstances
the oilicer’s salary shonld be debited to un-
employment. The Government are smother-
ing vutside cxpenses in the Immigration
estimates.

The Minister for Lands: The officer
been loaned for unemployment work.

Mr. SLEEMAN: And immigration has
heen debited with his salary. I enter my
protest against such a procedure. I under-
stand an offieer was transferred from the
State Implement Works and put on to other
duties.

The Minister for Lands: But this olficer
has not vet heen transferred.

has

Item—Temporary  clerical and  other
assistance, ineluding provision for payment
of temporary ollicers wha may he appointed
to permanent positions, and who, when ap-
pointed, will be paid from this Vote if pro-
vigion is not made elsewhere, £235:

Hon. 8. W. MUNSIE: What is the ex-

planation of this item? . \pparently it is
a generil smother-up.
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The MINISTER FOR LANDS: If the
hon. member will look through any of the
Estimates for former years, he will see that
the same item has appeared regularly.

The CHAIRMAN: It is quite the usual
item. )

Hon, 8. W, Munsie: It is wrong.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I did not
deal specifically with this ilem, but I did
take up a similar item under another head-
ing with the Under Secretary, and he told
me that it was not known when & contin-
gency would arise, necessitating the expen-
diture of additional money. That is why
the item appears. The money may never
be required.

Vote put and passed.
Vote—Town Planning, £1,008—agreed to.

Vote — Farmers’ Debls

£3,706—agreed to.

Adjustment,

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 10.43 p.m.

Wegislative #ssembly,
Tuesday, 20th October, 1931,
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—SECESSION, REFER-
ENDUM,

Mr. J. MacCallum SMITH asked the
Premier: 1In view of imminent action by
the Federal Government to take a refer-
endum on the cuestion of unification anil

[10)

4699

other counstitutional changes, will he state
when he intends to give effect to the recent
resolution of this House asking for a Bill
tu provide for the taking of a referendum
on secession?

The PREMIER replied:
Bill will be introduced.

The necessary

ASSENT TO BILL.

Message from the Administrator receive:l
and read notifying assent to the State Sav-
ings Bank Transfer Bill.

BILL—LAND ACT AMENDMENT
(No, 2),

Introduced by the Minister for
and read a first time.

Lands

BILIL—LAND TAX AND INCOME TAX
(No, 2}.

Message.

Message from the Administrator received
and read recommending appropriation for
the purposes of the Bill.

Second Reading.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir James
Mitehell—Northam) {4.39] in moving the
second reading said: Before I deal with the
Bill may [ say how pleased we all are to ser
the member for Forrest (Miss Holman)
back in her place in the Hounse after 2 long
illness, We hope she has thoroughly re-
covered and that we shall see her more
often in future. The Bill is one that is
customarily presented at this peried of the
year. There are two variations on this ocea-
sion. It is necessary to render some assist-
ance to the primary producers. Every mem-
ber is fully alive to the diffienlt position in
which the primary produeers in the pastoral
areas ani agricultural areas find themselves.
The alteration, as eompared with last year,
is that the land tax will not be levied this
yvear on pastoral leases and on improved
land devoted to the agricultural, hortienl-
ture, pastoral or grazing purposes. This
will mesn a sacrifiee to the Treasury. We
expeet to lose £37,000 cash, and the total
tax will amount to £85,000. We have al-
ready built up considerable debts against
land holders hecanse of their inability to



